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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


GUATEMALAN, MEXICAN REFUGEE OFFICIALS MEET 
PA180311 Hamburg DPA in Spanish 1954 GMT 17 Jan 87 


[Text] Guatemala City, 17 Jan (DPA)--It was announced today that the Mexican 
Commission for Aid to Refugees [Comision Mexicana de Ayuda a Refugiados-—-COMAR] 
and the Guatemalan Special Commission for Assistance to Repatriates [Comision 
Especial Para la Atencion de Renatriados--CEAR] met in the Guatemalan capital 
to discuss the 40,000 Guatemalan refugees in Mexican territory. 


At this meeting, Guatemalan officials confirmed that refugees may return 
voluntarily to their places of origin or wherever they desire. Consequently, 
they will not be obliged to resettle in the so-called “development settlements" 
or "model villages."" They fled from Guatemala during the years that fighting 
between the guerrillas and the Army was most intense. 


The development settements and model villages were organized by the Army in 
different parts of the country to protect the population from possible 
guerrilla attacks. However, they have been criticized by some people. 


COMAR and CEAR met with Guatemalan President Marco Vinicio Cerezo Arevalo, 
Foreign Minister Mario Quinonez, and Development Minister Rene De Leon Schlotter. 
Alfredo Del Rio and Virginia Trimarco, representatives of the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees, were also present at all the working sessions. 


It was announced that the Guatemalan Government agreed to make the greatest effort 
to guarantee the security of refugees who want to return to the country. 


CEAR and COMAR also agreed to establish information and communication mechanisms 
between the refugee camps [in Mexican territory] and the Guatemalan communities 
of origin in order topublicize the process of institutional change underway 

in Guatemala, as well as the conditions that prevail in those communities. 
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CARTAGENA AGREEMENT MEETING POSTPONED 
PA131633 Quito Voz de los Andes in Spanish 1130 CMT 13 Feb 87 


[Text] Industry, Commerce, and Integration Minister Javier Neira has 
announced that the 49th meeting of the Cartagena Agreement Commission will 
not be held in Quito on Monday, 16 February, because the Venezuelan 
Government has requested that it be postponed. 


After expressing regrets over the Venezuelan decision, Minister Neira 
said that Venezuelan businessmen have expressed reservations about the 
protocol modifying the Cartagena Agreement, so they are now seeking a 
consensus. 


[Begin Neira recording] It is a regrettable decision. I think all the 
negotiations were about to be concluded in a satisfactory way on Monday. 
The member countries were totally ready to assume this historical respon- 
sibility but we must accept this request that, I repeat, was officially 
formulated and that was delivered this afternoon to the representatives of 
Colombia, Peru, and Bolivia so the appropriate steps can be taken. I 

want to state at this time that for the Ecuadoran Government, for the 
constitutional president of the republic, and for myself, the search for 

a viable formula thet will permit the successful continuation of the 
integration process is and will be of paramount importance. The modifying 
protocol that was negotiated was and is a suitable option to this end. 

As chairman of the agreement's commission, I deplore the decision, which 
(?I must accept). I hope that the internal consultations among the various 
sectors in Venezuela will be carried out as soon as possible so the 
commission can again take up the topic and conclude the (?negotiations). 
The modifying protocol cannot miraculously resolve all the problems that 
the countries of the Andean Group have, but in the Ecuadoran Government's 
view, the protocol does constitute a very satisfactory solution toward 
achieving our aspiration of finding in Andean integration one of the most 
important and best paths to overcome the underdevelopment problems. [end 
recording] 


In concluding, the Ecuadoran minister said he does not know the specific 
reservations that the Venezuelan businessmen have about the protocol 
modifying the Cartagena Agreement. He said that even though the Venezuelan 
businessmen had 3 years iv make known their comments about the protocol, 
they are now doing so when it was about to be signed. 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ECUADOR-MEXICO TECHNOLOGICAL EXCHANGE--Boris Abad, coordinator of the 
Ecuadoran State Petroleum Corporation's training plan, has arrived in 
Mexico City to renew the technoloyical exchange agreement between Mexico 
and Ecuador. The Ecuadoran visitor said that oil is the cheapest fuel and 
will not be replaced for many years. He asserted that if OPEC decides to 
reduce oil quotas even more, member countries will support the initiative 
because they know that the basic thing is to maintain the oil price at 

$18 a barrel. [Excerpts] [Mexico City Red Nacional 13 IMEVISION 
Television in Spanish 1955 GMT 17 Feb 87] /9604 
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ARGENTINA 





PATRICIO ECHEGARAY ON PARTY'S ELECTION CAMPAIGN, ALLIANCES 
Buenos Aires QUE PASA in Spanish 24 Dec 86 Sec 2 pp 3-6 
[Interview with Patricio Echegaray, late December 1986; location not specified] 


[Text] A major concern for the entire popular camp, for the vanguard workers, 
for our party's membership, and for the leftist forces as a whole, is what 
type of confrontation is entailed in the 1987 elections, and what is at stake 
in those elections. Like every political event in the current class struggle 
in Argentina, we view it in the context of our country's principal contradic- 
tion: liberation or dependence. We are unquestionably heading toward a major 
confrontation between the modernizing plan for dependence and the plan for 
liberation. 


[Question] Generally speaking, what is the electoral expectation of the 
supporters of dependence? 


[Answer] I don't think that the forces of the dominant pole are heading toward 
the 1987 elections with the sole objective of accumulating a vote to expand or 
redistribute congressional spaces or those in the provincial and municipal 
executive bodies. They are aiming for this, indeed, but they are allocating 
all that force to bolster the system of domination that they are promoting 

in present-day Argentina, in other words, the system that we have called one 
of restricted democracy in the framework of the "Second Republic." This is 

a system which relys on demobilization, the social pact, and conciliation, 

and which proposes to articulate the presence in the political area of a 
“csivilized" right, an assimilated and tamed left, and a broad central space 
occupied by two parties, UCR [Radical Civic Union] and PJ [Justicialist Party] 
which, essentially sharing the model, would alternate in the use of the 
government and, through that alternative, ensure governability, stability, 

and reliability for the dominant pole. 





Therefore, it is essential that the popular camp, as the saying goes, "take 
advice from the enemy," and act toward the 1987 elections aware that, beyond 
the tactical confrontation, beyond the contest for council and deputy seats, 
and other positions, the great challenge is its capacity for putting forth 
the alternate plan of liberation. The dominant pole is not so much concerned 
about the possibilities of electoral competition that the popular camp 
currently has, and will] even have in 1987, but rather is concerned over the 
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potential that this plan could gain. And, for this reason, it is attempting 

to stifle it in its gestation, and hence cause us not a tactical, electoral 
defeat, but a strategic defeat. It wants the popular pole to arrive scattered, 
without offering a political alternative. 


[Question] How did the PC Central Committee assess the necessary response, in 
that context? 


[Answer] Perhaps the fundamental plank in our focus for 1987 is that, for the 
first time in many years, faced with an election, we could have an electoral 
tactic consistent with our strategy. We have a tactic inspired by our 16th 
Congress, in the line of the construction of the liberation front and the 
change in power, for the anti-imperialist, agrarian, anti-monopolistic 
revolution, heading toward socialism. This is of enormous importance, because 
electoral periods have often been times of renewed outbreaks of our distortions, 
our limitations and our opportunistic flaws. Today, we have the opportunity 
to generate an electoral line in the context of the accumulation of strategic 
forces, in and with the People's Front, which we consider to be the current 
degree of accumulation that the National and Social Liberation Front has. 








We propose, ultimately, to have a line of alliances, in and with FP [People's 
Front], that takes as a cause the great idea, the noble and constructive idea, 
of uniting the left, to give an impetus to the formation of a popular, anti- 
imperialist alternative wherein all the forces responding to that content may 
join together. We want to progress toward a really attractive option for the 
mass of voters,particularly for the most combative labor and popular sectors. 
And we are not considering an electoral panacea; we do not want to sell the 
illusion that, based on the progress of a front line, we can have a spectacular 
election in 1987; but we do say that we can have a mobilization and an election 
that will enable us to prevent the progress of the plot to strike and break up 
our plan. This is the goal and the criterion for fundamental success that we 
have devised for ourselves for the coming elections. 











[Question] Expand on that idea a little.... 


fAnswer] Our criterion for success must be linked to the idea of waging the 
electoral battle while accumulating for our plan; and it must be a criterion 
for success that does not disregard the fact that we are fighting against the 
plan for dependence which, for the present, has more development, more stature, 
and more effectiveness. The problem lies in starting to prevent it from 
running alone, destroying its capacity to progress, and to occupy spaces, 

for the purpose of preventing the popular camp from generating its liberating 
political alternative. 


The issue is that this society is evolving toward class contradictions that 
are increasingly severe; it is evolving from the hand of the crisis toward 
great battles and social eruptions that we are trying to foresee, stimulate, 
and, in particular, direct politically. Without a suitable political plan, 
there can be no social struggle, regardless of how important it might be, that 
is capable of making the revolutionary perspective victorious. 





[Question] This latter is associated with the evaluation of the 3 years since 
the return to democracy, with major social struggles, including several 
general strikes.... 


[Answer] Many struggles, more crisis, less democracy, and little planning from 
the popular camp. We shall be heading toward the 1987 elections with more 
crisis, certainly, and most likely with less democracy aiso; but to prevent 

the outcome of this process from being negative, we want to arrive with more 
planning from the popular camp, with more of a liberation front. This means 
that the problems in the society become worse, but the prospect is progressive, 
because the possibility of providing a positive solution for the crisis is 
increased. 


In this regard, it is appropriate to cite the issue of more crisis and less 
democracy, which was recently a headline in QUE PASA; and I think that it is 
a watchword that summarizes the political times. Obviously, considered from 
the standpoint of the economy, the government's plan is not tending to solve 
the crisis, as noted by the leading indicators. During this latter period, 

we can talk about a new phase in the Austral Plan, with worse wage and employ- 
ment conditions, with persistent subordination to the foreign creditor banks and 
to the IMF, with a sizable real inflation, and with a state remodeling and 
reorganization plan that is ill-fated, because it intends to gear i: far more 
to the interests of the multinationals and the “captains of industry." In 
other words, a state more suited for exercising class hegemony, with an 
increase in the alienation of the national patrimony based on privatization 
and, as is quite obvious, in the holding of public enterprises, putting state 
property as such in the service of the monopolistic bourgeoisie. This is a 
direct attack on the national and popular interests, and primarily against the 
living and working conditions of the working class. So, this economic policy 
is backed by the tendency toward limiting democracy for the people. 


[Question] What is the current assessment of that tendency toward restricting 
or deteriorating democracy? 


[Answer] There has been a very long series of advances in that direction. 

The curtailment of the right to strike, the maintenance of dictatorial legis- 
lation in that area, the implementation of compulsory conciliation for the 
same purpose, the illegalization of conflicts, etc. In another area, the 
confirmation of the police edicts, which are increasing, and lending enormous 
effectiveness to repressive work, without the intervention of justice. It is 
also fitting to mention the direct repression, with the Ford strike, with 

the demonstration against Rockefeller, or the more recent one involving the 
Malvinas, even going so far as to repress the students at the University of 
Buenos Aires, preceded by the president's speech at Rio Cuarto, which acted 
as a trigger to start the use of gas, firearms, and clubs against instructors 
and students. The other very serious recent incident was the repression of 
the workers at Yacireta, where a recomposition of the repressive Argentine- 
Paraguayan community has started to operate in the most concrete manner, 
added to the Argentine-Chilean one which, for some time, has been engaged in 
a type of persecution of Chilean militants in our country. To be added to 











all this is the creation of the CEPOC, that repressive corps of 1,200 forces 
specializing in violent action against demonstrators. 

And all this is evolving toward the "final point," with the precedent of the 
instructions to prosecutors. Obviously, the "finai point" policy is all 
this, and its main element is the prescribing of crimes linked with terrorist 
repression by the state, used by the military dictatorship. 


[Question] In this point, the "final point," the government is finding itself 
with the military and civilian forces which supported the dictatorship. 


[Answer] Of course. In this point, a new degree of cohesion and intelligence 
is beginning to be expressed by the dominant pole, with the speeches and 
statements of Alfonsin himself, Waldner and Rios Erenu, Leopoldo Bravo, 

and various spokesmen from the right. 


[Question] There is, in turn, a relationship between the "final point" and 
the government's appeal for a "democratic convergence," in which various 
political groups which collaborated with the dictatorship hold a prominent 
position. 


[Answer] Yes, and these facts, and the tendency that they reflect, confirm the 
updating proposed by the 16th Congress with regard to the class characteriza- 
tion of the government. We said that it was moving toward fundamentally 
expressing the interests of the most concentrated bourgeoisie, and that, 
rather than a shift toward the right, it was fitting to talk about its establish- 
ment in the space of the right. The government is operating increasingly to 
the liking of that space, and is making decisions, establishing alliances, and 
trying to group all this, even from the electoral standpoint, with its "conver- 
gence." And, at the same time, the conservative,traditional, liberal right 
group, the classic backer of coup governments, has also entered its plans, 
although partly competing with it. This right has been assigned a role of 
pressure and balance in the framework of the system. For that reason, the 
government does not appear to be very much concerned over a s;rowth of the 
classic right in the San Luis and Cordoba elections; and the proof is that 
there has not been a single speech by the president attacking that right, in 
contrast to the presidential attack on the left in Villa Regina, Arrecifes, 

and Cipolleti. 


[Question] With all this, what has happened to a government and a plan that 
had sought to be identified with democracy in Argentina? 


[Answer] Of course, I believe that the question is how will this operate, what 
will happen? Because, during these past 3 years, we have observed how the 
government and UCR have surrendered their election causes and promises; how, 
in the final analysis, it lied in the proposal that it was using in the 
slogan: with democracy, one is cured, educated and eats. All right, Alfonsin 
said: "We shall not pay the debt with the people's hunger." And now we have 
turned over $9 billion to the imperialist bankers, with a workers" share of 
the income that some economists put below that existing with the dictatorship 
which, in any event, he has not increased. 
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This is what has been happening during these past 3 years, and yet the govern- 
ment's consensus has not been qualitatively deteriorated. Apart from our 
weakness in the popular camp, this is explained by the fact that the eifective- 
ness of the government's political and electoral discourse has not been 
constructed on the basis of social justice, but rather on the basis of the 
desire for security, for emerging from the dictatorial hell, and on the basis 
of presenting itself as the most reliable force for supporting democracy. 


But today this is being abandoned as well; it is beginning to break down; and 
I think that major disturbances will occur in the society as a whole. There 
is the "final point," and there are the polls indicating about 70 percent of 
the opinion opposed to that "final point." And much of that public opinion 
voted or even militated for the Radical Party. 


[Question] Then we have a UCR that has changed essentially, and, inside it, 
the upheaval of considerable groups favoring that change.... 


[Answer] And many sectors which are beginning to wonder "what party are we 
in, what party do we have, who is leading this party"? Because the overall 
orientation of the government and the top UCR echelons is not only clashing 
with the social base of the Peronist movement or with the FP, or with the 
Christians militating in liberation theology; it is beginning to clash with 
the social base of the official party, with the strata of the petite and 
moyenne bourgeoisie nurturing it, with wage-earning sectors that turned to 
the Radical Party in 1983 and 1985, and with vast masses of youth who, after 
years of dictatorship, felt attracted by the promise of security, and who 
were influenced by a contrived discourse about resignation, and skepticism 
toward the revolytion. There is something in these sectors that is beginning 
to change, that is awakening, and that could be observed concretely in the 
march on Friday, the 19th, against the "final point." We have seen Radical 
columns beginning to join a different process, who consider it possible to 
exchange this life for another better one. There is also the appearance of 
a Radicalism and a Franja Morada taking up the cause of liberation again. 


Speaking about Friday's march, those who called us intolerant could see that 
those Radicals were applauded, particularly by the FP columns, and by the 
public attending the demonstration's parade; and it is very good that this 
should be so. 


[Question] Then reiterating what you said a few minutes ago, the cause of 
democracy is beginning to be less credible in the hands of this government. 


[Answer] The issue of democracy has left the discourses and moved to the realm 
of life, of the concrete struggle, and we are starting to observe who is 
really taking hold of that cause. The government and the Radical leaders 
are increasingly giving it up. The defense of democracy has always ultimately 
been in the hands of the popular camp. The fact is that the popular camp was 
unable to capitalize on it in 1983, for lack of a plan. And today, with this 











liberation front plan, it is no coincidence that the FP columns and, in the 
FP framework, those of the PC, have been the ones which had the most impact 
on the march held on Friday, the 19th. Because the FLNS plan is the most 
efficient one for defending democracy, and for developing it in the direction 
of liberation, in the direction of the revolution. All this is a flat refu- 
tation for those who claim that we have given up the defense of democracy, 
that, with the 16th Congress, the Communist Party downgraded democracy. 


We must firmly grasp the cause of democracy, and transform it into an essential 
component of our message and our potential for capitalizing on elections, 
just when the government is losing democratic credibility. 


[Question] This is going to be a major difference from the elections of 1983 
and 1985, when the government succeeded in putting over the notion that "I 
am democracy," and that there was no other "viable democracy" but the one 
proposed by the Alfonsinists. 


[Answer] That is a very fair reflection in my view, because it is there that 
one notes a considerable loss of effectiveness in the government's discourse. 
Now, our political discourse and our message can be more categorical. The 
question is how we structure that message and enhance our effectiveness. 


[Question] One major question regarding the 1987 elections is precisely the 
attraction that our discourse, the FP discourse, will succeed in holding, 

from the standpoint of an alternative. Because, in the Cordoba constitutional 
elections, the Radicals had a considerable loss of votes, but those votes 
remained within the system.... 


[Answer] We consider it highly significant that this Central Committee has 
defined the strategic projection of our electoral tactic, and that it has 
postulated the entire campaign with and in FP. But this does not excuse us 
from clearly examining the difficulties that we are going to have. What has 
been observed in the Cordoba elections, and those in San Luis as well? It 
has been observed that the system of bipartisan alternation under development 
does not by any means work effectively. There is no doubt that UCR has lost 
votes; but the chastising effect of that vote has not been capitalized on by 
the left; rather, it has moved in particular toward the Renewal branch of 

the Justicialist Party. 


This variant is being worked on very carefully, and in some Justicialist sec- 
tors, there has been devised the notion of forming great "containers," to 
capitalize both on the punitive vote against the government and the internal 
differences that tend to fragment the Justicialist vote. They think that it 
is possible to win with the fragmentation and they have operated in this way, 
specifically, in San Luis, with the application of the "lemma law," and, in 
Cordoba, where, divided, they achieved a sizable combined electoral increment. 
All this leads us to stress the features of the Renewal top echelon, that 
would promote a plan dissociated from liberation. Therefore, those votes 
captured by the Renewal advocates are votes for the system, regardless of the 
significance that the voters wanted to lend them, whether as punishment for 
the Radical government or for the orthodox Justicialist top leaders. 








The Renewal movement, in its political and labor form, insofar as those who 
hegemonize that space are concerned, is aimed at revamping the concept of 
Peronism as a "containment dam," in other words, the concept that the bourgeoi- 
sie has of the role that Peronism should play to check the masses' advancement 
toward the revolution. It is, after all, a policy to perpetuate the system, 

and complements UCR on the basis of the new system of domination of the "Second 
Republic," although, at the same time, the two forces are competing with each 
other for the votes. Cafiero defined it very well, when he noted in an inter- 
view: "We are heading, or we should be heading toward a political system in 
which one governs and the other engages in non-schismatic opposition"; in 

other words, with UCR in the government, and PJ as opposition within the system. 
Lesser matters may be disputed, but in all aspects of the defense of the system, 
not only are they not opposed, but they would be very much united. 


[Question] And how would leftist Peronism act within the Renewal? 


[Answer] I think that an important feature of our election campaign will be the 
clearcut message to the Peronist left that it has been proposed to accumulate 
in the Renewal space. Thus far, the sectors which hegemonize Renewal have 
succeeded in capitalizing, for their own plan, on the moderanization plan of 
dependence, the action of that left. There are even political forces, such 
as PR, or Gullists, which have moved back, and even appear to be about to 
disappear. Our message to these sectors is faithful and strong; it is very 
clear and filled with conviction: In the Peronism of today, in the Peronism 
without Peron, it is possible to accumulate forces for a liberating plan; 
only without concealing it, without mimicry, and not leaving the plan "until 
later," and making the "organic accumulation" today. 


And, in a more general sense, we do not consider the idea of first leading 
Peronism and later unfolding a revolutionary plan from it as possible. There 
is a Peronism of the bourgeoisie, and even more, of the grande bourgeoisie, 
and the bourgeoisie will lead that Peronism. Fortunately, there is a fundamen- 
tal Peronism which is one of the workers; and that is the Peronism which can 
lead its leftist movements. But, to accomplish that, it must put forth its 
plan, defend it, not mimic it, and make itself strong in the masses and their 
struggles. The discouragement of the Peronist left membership, which put off 
its plan in favor of the Renewal variant, and the loss of esteem among the 
rank and file, in my opinion, originate in this mistake, and relate to a 

lack of self-criticism and of synthesis based on real-life experience. It 
would appear that, in the view of some comrades, the Peronist internal element 
has exhausted Argentine politics, and acts as if it were possible to lead 
the PJ on the basis of the saying that "anything is permissible in the dark." 


In this connection, it is interesting to observe the growth of the Peronist 
forces which frankly state and practice the FLNS plan and, for this reason, 
have joined FP. There may be opinions to the effect that this growth is 
still insufficient,that the space of revolutionary Peronism is unquestionably 
far broader and includes, potentially, its large base of workers and people. 
But that is a different matter for discussion. The clearcut tendency is 
toward growth of the Peronist left movements and sectors that are in FP; 
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which are essential in FP, and in the determination of its profile, and which 
decisively favor the possibility of FP's entrenchment, through thousands of 
rank and file committees. 


[Question] In this connection, how would you assess FP's current entrenchment? 
How will the battle for votes be viewed from FP? 


[Answer] We believe that FP is a very significant reality, but, as is usually 
claimed, it is primarily a superstructural reality. Hence, an important 
element in our discussion in the party's Central Committee has pointed to 

the following: We intend to proceed toward the election campaign in and 

with FP; which means by giving an impetus to the initiatives approved by the 
FP National Coordinating Group and, in the first place, the creation of 
thousands of rank and file committees. 


The vote for the Front left is a difficult vote, which entails a break from 
the concepts of the dominant ideology and culture. In most instances, it 
entails a break from previous political identifications and loyalties. It is 
a leap in quality, and demands great effort. Moreover, it is not a vote 

the procurement of which can be based on large propaganda campaigns carried 
out by the media, because we shall not have the media, except on a modest 
scale. It is a vote that is decided in a great political debate, and is assur- 
ed man to man, with organization and militancy. That is why the FP rank and 
file committees are so important in the electoral realm also, in all areas, 

in the labor movement, among students, and in the low-income districts. We 
attach great significance to the national meeting of rank and file committees 
in May, which we must begin to plan now, especially in March and April. 


[Question] Apart from the general idea of the rank and file committees, what 
other provisions are there for the FP work in the labor movement? 


[Answer] One fundamental matter is taking into consideration the fact that 
the social front movement is inspired and backed by the political area and, 
at the same time, can be enhanced, incorporating new sectors into the process 
for construction of FLNS. The confrontation between two basic plans is also 
occurring in the labor movement. The plan for dependence was legalized on 
the top echelon, as was observed at the CGT congress; and that of liberation 
has not yet maraged to become established as an alternative. This is the 
matter that we have analyzed, upon proposing the creation of a trade union 
movement of liberation, that should stem from FP, but could be projected far 
beyond that, to lend another horizon to the struggles and change the ratio 

of forces in the labor movement. We are aware that this is not an easy goal, 
and that there must be dispute in all areas. We also see in that decisive 
goal a major role for the Peronist left, and, in fact, that is what is happer— 
ing. 


[Question] Nevertheless, there are some who downgrade the role of the Peronist 
left. 
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[Answer] It's true, there are positions of that type. For example, we disagree 
with SOLIDARIDAD when it claims that the Cordoba elections prove that a 
Peronist left in FP contributes nothing. We claim the opposite: that it is 
precisely the limitations that the Peronist left still has that have hampered 

a more forceful development of FP. And for this reason we encourage and attach 
value to the growth and role of the Peronist left. This force's potential is 
enormous; there is a leftist social base in the Peronist movement. The issue 
is the concentrated repression that was imposed on the Peronist left during 

the dictatorship, its cost in cadres, the dispersion, and an entire experience 
that has as yet been insufficiently considered. But we are convinced that 

the regrouping of a Peronist left ferce with a great influence on the Peronist 
movement and on the society as a whole is operating and will continue to make 
progress. And we consider this essential for the revolution. 


[Question] This notion that there is no space for the Peronist left has, in 
turn, points in common with another theory, to the effect that FP has a meager 
vote, because the left in Argentina has no cliectele. 


[Answer] Yes,there is an effort in that direction. Just as the dictatorship 
attempted to kill the left physically, it also sowed among us the seed of 
skepticism and possibilism. The dominant pole and the intellectuals in its 
service are working along that line, the same one as in consecutive presiden- 
tial speeches, particularly the one in North Park. They tell us about the 
"crisis in Marxism," that there is no revolutionary subject, that the working 
class is dwindling, that the left has no plan, and has lost its sense. In 
short, they want to convince us that the frontiers of change, of the revolu- 
tion, have been moved away almost infinitely. The essence of all this is that 
they know as well as we do that, in various Latin American countries, including 
our own, the objective conditions for the revolution have ripened; that the 
revolution is ripe from the standpoint of necessity. Of course, they know 
that the subjective conditions, on the other hand, the ones related to organi- 
zation and consciousness for change, are not ripe. And they are working to 
eliminate the desire for change and revolution among the left. In this way, 
they are seeking to strike at the most dynamic element in the subjective 
factor, the one which has the obligation of serving as the vanguard in the 
process of developing the subjective factor. 


[Question] These problems are directly associated with the debate inside PI 
[Intransigent Party], and between PI and FP. 


[Answer] Of course, the debate concerning the means of front accumulation. 

It is an issue of ours and of the entire front militancy , whether it be 
Communists, Socialists, Peronism, PI, Radicals, Christians, or those with 
other political identities; this militancy which must decisively oppose the 
possibilist resignation, the notion that this country is not for the left, is 
not for change, and that it is almost impertinent to propose a liberating 
change in our country. 


They want to deprive us of the right to utopia, when, in fact, no great reali- 
ty can be created without first dreaming of it. We are dreaming of an 
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Argentina that is different, better, liberated, and on the path toward social- 
ism. We are dreaming of a socialist Argentine because, besides being aware of 
what is really happening, we have a strong, fierce, ardent desire to become 
informed of that reality, so as to transform it into a superior reality. The 
desire of the left is, ultimately, a component of the reality that we propose 
to transform, with the mass struggle and the liberation front. There is no 
possibilism nor skepticism that can prevail against this revolutionary desire. 


Of course, this issue is related to what we analyzed in UCR and PJ, when we 
said that, in those parties, the international contradictions are accelerating, 
paving the way for differentiations; when we analyzed the fact that Peronist 
Renewal has not surmounted the crisis in Peronism, and that there is still a 
leftist desire that should be expressed by the forces in Peronism which make 
distinctions toward the left, and by the leftist forces as a whole. This is the 
process that we are anticipating and encouraging in our FLNS plan, different 
from the approach of "broad democracy," that we have cited so often in the 
past. It is important to construct FLNS considering the fact that there will 
be a convergence of UCR as such, and PJ, as such; I would even be inclined to 
say PI, as such, because I don't think that the "old Radical originators" have 
any real interest in joining FLNS. 


You asked me about what PI is discussing currently. Mention is often made of 
FLNS there, and it is later claimed to be “national unity," and that this 
"national unity," as Oscar Alende remarked, is Peron-Balbin. There is the 
discussion at PI's last national convention. I don't deny how interesting it 
is that this discussion moved to the area of the liberation front, but we 
obviously cannot be satisfied with that. We must know how to separate the 
chaff from the wheat, and there is a great deal of chaff there, from those who 
talk about a liberation front, but who begin the supposed construction of the 
front with discriminations. And discrimination is a bad beginning; one already 
knows how it may end: this intended patriotic front of liberation and its 15 
points may end up being merely an opening of the PI lists and no real front- 
supporting step. It is alarming that, at that convention, physical attacks 
were even used against PI's consistent front-supporting left. The authentic 
front advocates assumed a position based on making FLNS a policy for power, a 
policy for unity of the left, without any prior exclusions; a path toward 

FLNS which cannot be constructed on the basis of destroying FP, as the Radical 
and Renewal top echelons would Like. 


[Question] Then the political discourse and the message for the 1987 eiections 
will consider, as an important issue, this debate among the left and the 
internal differentiation processes in UCR, PJ, and other political forces. 


[Answer] Yes, that is what we have analyzed in the Central Committee. [It 
involves the concrete implementation and development of the line established in 
that direction by the PC's 16th Congress. One cannot live on the illusion that 
the bourgeois political structures, with the class interests that hegemonize 
them, will participate in FLNS, which is the instrument for the establishment 
of the workers’ and people's power. Hence, obviously, we must stimulate the 
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internal differentiations in the large parties, to progress with and in FP 

toward a popular, anti-imperialist alternative in the 1987 elections. And 

to continue progressing with the accumulation of forces in the main leader- 
ship, that of the National and Social Liberation Front. 


On this basis, as we noted at the beginning, we are devising the goals and 
the criteria for evaluating them. We shall struggle for votes, we shail 
undertake the very difficult battle to open a congressional space; and, in 
particular, we shall proceed to the elections to continue accumulating forces 
in and for the FLNS plan. 
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ARGENTINA 


NAVY CHIEF OF STAFF AROSA DISCUSSES NAVY'S POSITION 
Buenos Aires SOMOS in Spanish 24 Dec 86 pp 8-10 


[Interview with Navy Chief of Staff Adm Ramon Arosa, by Carlos Fernandez; date 
and location not specified] 


[Text] [Question] The government has made a political gesture through a bill 
establishing the conditions for the abolishment of judicial action related to 
the excesses in repression. Has this evoked relief and satisfaction in the 
military area? Was it a condition demanded by the Armed Forces? 


[Answer] We must in some way end a long period of frustration and discord. We 
need any measure that can help to heal, to produce conditions for reconciliation, 
and to make it possible to work with somewhat more dedication. And we have to 
arrive at that reconciliation in some way.... 


[Question] Would the military have preferred an amnesty? 





[Answer] That is a highly disputable issue; because it is very difficult to make 
someone who has fought against subversion understand that he has been amnestied, 
when he is convinced of having acted properly, of not having committed an 
offense or any abnormal crime. If an individual has done his duty, why would 

he be amnestied? That is the question that they are asking. And the answer is 
very difficult. 


[Question] Just hours after the president announced his support for the "final 
or initial point," whichever you want to call it, there was a speech by Brig 
Gen Teodoro Waldner admitting military errors associated with the excesses in 
repression and the usurpation of political power. Has the military self- 
criticism finally occurred? 


[Answer] If, by self-criticism, you mean the acknowledgment of mistakes made by 
the military sector, and the withdrawal which occurred regarding the specific 
role of the Armed Forces, due to circumstances relating to national life, that 
situation has taken place. This is no mere statement of today, but rather a 
reality that can be observed after 3 years of constitutional normality. 
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The military have been unable or have not managed to extricate themselves 
from the fluctuations of a society which, for many decades, had lost its 
direction, arguing with futile disagreements which only triggered frustration. 
These experience helped us in the military to remember our reason for exis- 
tence, which is none other than that specified in the Constitution. And this 
means that the solution to the national problems cannot be provided by a 
military government, regardless of how good its intentions are. 


[Question] That is a specific self-criticism of the desire for coups that the 
military have shown during a considerable portion of Argentine history.... 


[Answer] I believe, I am convinced, that at the present time no one wearing a 
uniform is considering the need for, the feasibility of military governments. 
In my opinion, that is significant progress insofar as the Armed Forces are 
concerned. And it could actually become the basis for an institutional stabi- 
lity that is absolutely necessary for the country's takeoff. 


[Question] Then have the Armed Forces matured during these past 3 years of 
democracy? | 


[Answer] During these past 3 years, the Armed Forces have given total signs of 
their compliance with pwlitical authority, their respect for justice and the 
law, and of understanding for the problems besetting the country. That has 
proven us in the military to be convinced that we must use the experience of 
the past so as not to repeat mistakes. The goal is the specific tasks. And 
so, the old saying about “shoemaker stick to your last" holds great relevance 
today. 


[Question] The civilian society, and sizable portions of the community, have 
demanded the self-criticism of the military. Do you want self-criticism for 
civilians? 


[Answer] The military sector is not the only one that should make an examination 
of conscience, which is objective, and hence dispassionate about its mistakes. 
The entire Argentine society arrived at the current situation as a result of 
action or omissions by its members. And this can only be reversed through the 
effort of all. I don't think that there is a sector in the country exempt from 
blame. We all have our share of truth and our share of error. If we all know 
how to accept it, and I don't think that a public statement is necessary (in 
fact, things are being shown far more realistically), a positive attitude will 
be formed which, in my opinion, entails learning from the past, not living with 
tears about it. 


Military Reform 


[Question] Is there a direct relationship between the surmounting of the after- 
math of the antisubversive battle and the speed and depth at which military 
reform should be undertaken? Concretely, will this bill for a "final or initial 
point” make it possible for that reform to progress more rapidly? 
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[Answer] I would have to tell you that there is, not a relationship, but rather 
a relative effect, insofar as that aftermath has had an influence on the spirit 
of the military personnel. The war against subversion was not sought by the 
Armed Forces. And the effect of the uncertainty hovering over those who acted 
out of conviction to serve a just cause, extended in time, makes impossible 

the proper spiritual and mental state to devote allefforts to the tasks that 

we realize must be confronted. 


[Question] In other words, when the issue of the trials of the military has 
been surmounted, there will be an in-depth military reform.... 


[Answer] I have no doubt that the closing of this chapter in our history will 
have a dynamizing effect, not only on military reform, but, primarily, on the 
reconciliation of Argentines. We cannot change the past, even if we wanted to. 
As the citizen that I am, I have the impression that we Argentines devote 
ourselves to sitting on the present, viewing the past. It is time to live 

the present standing up, viewing the future. 


[Question] What did that process actually represent in the Navy? 


[Answer] The basic question is to give priority to operational activity, while 
minimizing the administrative structures. From the standpoint of reform, that 
meant reducing personnel, setting aside non-essential tasks to carry out the 
mission of the branch, and streamlining activities, so as to optimize the 
utilization of resources. 


Thus, in terms of results, it enhanced the technological capacity of its 
personnel and modernized the equipment; and, despite the critical economic 
situation that we are experiencing, the Navy has continued operating with a 
budget that represents an average of 50 percent of those allocated between 
1973 and 1983. 


Joint Action 


[Question] Have the Armed Forces' relations with one another changed since 
traumatic experiences, such as the invasion into political power starting in 
1976, and the Malvinas war? 


[Answer] There have been changes in that regard. We are starting to speak the 

same language, with greater coherence, and perhaps with more candor. Admitting 
that there are still different viewpoints concerning which it will take time 

to reach agreement, or to fully understand those views of others, in any event, 
I think that this is the course of action that we must take. 


[Question] One of the main planks of the government's defense policy is joint 
planning; at least, that is the intention. Has there been concrete progress 
in that area? 
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[Answer] Major progress has been made, such as achieving compatibility among 
the capacities and responsibilities assigned to each branch. The government 
has also concerned itself with joint action: in this respect, we must correct 
mistakes and establish new methods that will make it possible to better 
utilize the military instrument. 


[Question] After years during which each of the branches was run with diffe- 
rent criteria and, at times, with contradictory criteria, are the military 
now convinced about that joint task? 


[Answer] No branch, of itself alone, can attain a national goal. I do believe 
in the complementation of efforts. And to make that possible, we must attempt 
to have each one attain the highest level of effectiveness in the accomplish- 
ment of its specific tasks, in its respective operational areas. The Navy 

is working in that direction. 


[Question] Insofar as the specific area of your branch is concerned, what is 
the Navy's position regarding the demilitarization of the South Atlantic? 


[Answer] Unfortunately, the South Atlantic is already militarized. When a 

zone acquires strategic interest, it becomes a conflict-ridden area for several 
actors, and areas of this type become militarized. There is already a large 
base that has upset the strategic balance in the South Atlantic and, farther 
South, there is Antarctica. It is obvious that what should be avoided is 
conflict-ridden multilateral militarization. Meanwhile, since ours is a 
peaceful country, its Navy must be prepared to preserve the peace in its seas. 
And that requires having the means, and knowing how. We are working on that. 


[Question] At this juncture, in these 3 years of democracy, is there now less 
tension and less worry about the relationship between the political authorities 
and the military than in 1983? 


[Answer] In some respects, it could be claimed that those worries have gone. 
If spirits are calmed a little, with all these circumstances, it might be said 
that we are facing a more tranquil situation. Unfortunately, there are still 
problems not yet solved, which are a cause for tension among many people. 

This does not facilitate suitable leadership on the part of those of us who 
have the responsibility for leading the forces; because there must be, in some 
way, an attempt to satisfy the uneasiness of those people. We are in a phase 
that might be described as instructive. Progress has been made and, if we can 
surmount the remaining problems, the situation will become affirmed. 


Self-Purging 


[Question] There is a feeling among large social sectors that the Armed Forces 
have assumed an attitude of arrogance, because they have not admitted mistakes 
and excesses in the recent past. Why haven't the forces undertaken to purge 
themselves? 


18 








[Answer] There were triais during all the years of the iast military govern- 
ment. I don't have the exact information, but there must have been about 

200 cases of members of the military who were tried and convicted (they are 
serving their sentences), for having taken advantage of the circumstances for 
their own benefit, in one way or another. 


[Question] Shall we be reaching 1989, the year in which Alfonsin's presidency 
ends, with a new method for the Armed Forces’ inclusion in the democratic 
system? 


[Answer] That inclusion has already occurred. As we finally eliminate those 
cutting factors which are still to some extent hurting the forces, or certain 
sectors of the society, the situation will be more promising. I refuse to 

say that we in the military must be included in the society; we are part of 
the society. I think that we may perhaps have to accommodate certain notions, 
gearing ourselves to the era in which we are living; but that is necessary 

for other sectors, as well. We Argentines must seek agreement, rather than 
place the emphasis on the differences. In my view, there is no difference 
between an individual wearing civilian clothes and one in uniform. 


Arosa and the Case of Lieutenant Astiz 


[Question] The case involving Ship Lieutenant Alfredo Astiz nas assumed parti- 
cularly sensitive features for the Navy and the society. It was even regarded 
by you as a "landmark case."" The justice system acquitted him. What signifi- 
cance has that legal act had for the Armed Forces? 





[Answer] It has had several positive types of significance. On the one hand, 
it is obvious that the Navy has a respectful attitude toward the justice 
system, that justice system with a capital letter, to which we as citizens 
of this country must aspire. And, as a member of the Armed Forces, I am 
also confident that a society is really founded through the justice system. 
The decision acquitting Astiz merely corroborated the internal knowledge that 
all members of the Navy have concerning the innocence of this seaman. 


[Question] And what if Astiz had not been declared innocent? 


[Answer] It would have left us a bitter taste regarding the results of the 
justice system; and I believe deeply in the institutions. But I cannot forget 
that the institutions are led by men; and we men can make mistakes. A mistake 
might have been made. I think that, fortunately, the matter was handled with 
the thoroughness and reliability that was fitting. And hence the result is 

in keeping with what we felt. 
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ARGENTINA 


PCA'S POLITICAL COMMISSION DRAFTS POLICY TOWARD LABOR 
Buenos Aires QUE PASA in Spanish 17 Dec 86 pp 16-17 


[Text] The Political Commission of the Communist Party, at its meeting on 28 
November, held a first exchange of views on the implementation of the party's 
political line in the labor movement, with the notion that the 16th Congress 
represented a major step in this discussion while at the same time demonstrat- 
ing the need for specifying concrete points. 


We placed the discussion in the context of the worsening of the critical nation- 
al situation, now with a new turn of the anti-worker, anti-national screw, the 
so-called "state reform," which benefits the local and foreign monopolies and 
increases unemployment; the creation of the so-called holding entity to put 

the state enterprises in the hands of the captains of industry; and the decision 
to take the final step for ensuring the repressive apparat opposing the prospect 
of a heightening of the struggles. 


Faced with this situation, the CGT [General Confederation of Labor] has given 
an impetus to and executed the so-called "trade unionism of reconciliation," 
and has abandoned the 26 points and the plan for struggle, backing the govern- 
ment's overall policy. 


In this, as in all aspects of national life, there is confirmed the dilemma 
between liberation and dependence, and the confrontation between two plans 
for the Argentina of the future: that of the dominant pole, the modernization 
of dependence, and that of the popular pole, liberation, as defined at our 


16th Congress. 


Heedful of these new elements incorporated into the analysis made at our 
party's 16th Congress, the Political Commission resolved: 


1. To call upon the Communist Party and youth to expend the maximum efforts, 
with determination and energy, to substantiate among the party and the youth 

as a whole, the seriousness of the situation that has been created for us by 

the lag and vacillation in implementing the party line in the labor area; 

a lag caused primarily by the perpetuation of reformist flaws in our orienta- 
tion, in the context of the decisive weight of reformism in the entire structure 
of the Argentine labor movement. 
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These reformist traits continue to be backed by a sectarian position on the 
part of our membership toward the Peronist left, which is demonstrated in, 
among other things, the persistence »f the idea of the so-called "unifying 
movements," denying, in fact, the individual role and personality of the left. 
Added to this, with mutual nurturing, is the continuism, that led to the 
well-known extremes of "oxygenating"” the trade union structure as much as 
possible; in fact, "oxygenating" the trade union bureaucracy, as occurred 

in the past with our backing for Zanola, Rodriguez, Lezcano, Cendoya, and 
others. 


These approaches prompted us to adopt incorrect habits, structures, and 
methods of leadership, difficult to surmount, as when we said that it was 
necessary to “change from inside" the bureaucratic leadership in the labor 
unions and always act: as a "countercoup," in other words, in response to 
the initiative of the bureaucracy with a notion that put the concentration 
of our participation more on the struggles, instead of actively promoting 
and leading them, gaining prestige and structure. 


These considerations, and the slowness in surmounting these problems, have 
prompted the Political Commission to advise that the overcoming of the lag 
in labor work and rapid progress in consolidating the shift in the labor 
movement are the guarantee of the irreversibility of the shift undertaken 
at the 16th Congress. 


2. To advance with the definition of what we interpret to be trade union 
bureaucracy, which we have defined from a class angle, based on our line, 
to analyze the essentialcontent of the Argentine tra7e union structure, 
the role that it plays in the society, and the degree of adherence tc the 
goals of the dominant pole. 


For this reason, we claim that the trade union bureaucracy is comprised of the 
leaders of class reconciliation, an objective part of the dominating apparat, 
created to maintain the working class as a caboose of the dominant pole. 


We assert that, owing to its political and economic power, and the apparat 
supporting it, the bureaucracy will not collapse of itself, even amid its 
deepseated crisis and the repudiation of the rank and file, but must be 
overturned. 


Our position must be aimed at directing the struggles and taking the trade 
union and political decisiot-making away from the trade union bureaucracy, 
seeking for this purpose forms of organization that are temporary or not, 
depending on the situation, that will ensure this goal, such as, possibly, 
the struggle committees, factory coordinating groups, and others. 


What occurred at the SUPA [United Trade Union of Argentine Port Workers] 
meeting, which resolved to remove the bureaucrat Losa from the union's 
leadership, as well as the incidents that occurred with the UOM [Metalworkers 
Union] in Rio Grande and Usuhaia, show Communists and their allies with a 
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desire for power the necessity for promoting all types of initiatives, relying 
on the masses’ action to expel the trade union bureaucracy from union leader- 
ship. 


The notion of advancing with the establishment of anti-bureaucratic agreements 
and those. on behalf of the liberation of each union must be expressed in that 
direction. 


3. To give an impetus, with complete determination, for the creation of the FP 
[People's Front] rank and file committees in business firms. 


4. An attempt is being made by the Peronists and the government supporters them- 
selves to repair the present trade union bureaucracy, in its crisis,with diffe- 
rent methods and goals, so as to affirm it as a containment dam to check the 
struggles and progress of the proletarian consciousness. 


This requires that we act boldly on the necessity cited by our party for creat- 
ing the option that will deal with the working classes' interests in the struggle 
for their demands, and the political perspective, which is the combative, anti- 
bureaucratic Labor Movement of Liberation, as a social tributary of FLNS 
[National and Social Liberation Front]. This is, ultimately, the application 

of the front movement to the labor arca,establishing the role of the labor and 
political front movement quite firmly, and reinforcing our anti-bureaucratic 
profile, with the conviction that FP and trade unionism for liberation are 
accomplished mutually. 


In this regard, the FP National Coordinating Group took a very important step, 
by agreeing to promote accords for each union, for progressing toward the labor 
movement of liberation, based in principle on concentrating the efforts in the 
UOM, among railroad, bank, construction, meat, light and power, and state work- 
ers, as well as teachers, health workers, and SMATA [Trade Union of Mechanics 
and Related Automotive Transportation Workers]. 


5. The Political Commission reaffirmed our policy of alliances in the labor 
area, based on the strategic accords and the allies of FP, particularly the 
Peronist left, as well as other leftist forces not yet incorporated into FP. 

It is on the basis of this orientation and priority,that is, relying on the 
strategic area, that we can face the possibility of circumstantial or temporary 
accords, provided they contribute to national liberation. 


6. To back the formation and development of the Peronist left trade union groups, 
considering this a fundamental, essential element for attaining the goals of 
the liberation movement and FLNS. 


7. To create single national groups of Communists, with the same name and pur- 
pose, which will be our form of expression in the labor area throughout the 
whole country and on all levels, 


This is basic for making our work homogeneous, ending the feudalism that still 
prevails in many places, and establishing single, valid, compulsory lines for 
the activity of all Communists in the unions. 
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Such groups of Communists tend to facilitate the rise and reinforcement of 
the Peronist left groups and the front of groups. 


The CONAT [National Coordinating Group will be the instrument to coordinate 
our groups, and will promote action aimed at unity in the labor area on the 
national level, heading toward the creation of the Labor Movement of Liberation. 


8. To create the politico-labor commands according to unions, on the national 
and regional levels, headed by comrades from the Central Committee and Regional 
Committee, respectively. 


9. The Political Commission will initiate a series of consultations, through 
the labor commissions, with provincial, regional and zonal leaders, to 
determine the unions of national concentration; and also the possibility of 
holding a party conference during 1987 on the work in the labor movement. 


10. To check the composition of the Labor Commissions, so as to equip them 
to play their auxiliary role in the political leaderships, which are the 
ones responsible for trade union work and orientation. In this connection, 
it was decided to include Comrade Jorge Garra, member of the party's Central 
Committee, in the National Labor Commission secretariat. 


11. There is a summons for forceful strengthening of the party. This is a 
requirement for being able to act according to these lines in the labor 
movement, incorporating labor activity into the membership as a whole; making 
an effort for our membership's political, ideological, and labor training; 
and striving to occupy new trade union positions, put in the service of the 
class, and on behalf of the numerical and organic growth of our force, 
particularly in the large centers of concentration. 


12. To reaffirm that the work in the labor movement is a responsibility for 

all the regular and auxiliary structures of the party and the Communist youth, 
from the Central Committee to the cells. Therefore, the Political Commission 
calls upon them to analyze and plan how they intend to contribute to this 
decisive task, from the most varied angles: agitation, propaganda, mobilization, 
sites for meetings, legal advice and backing by lawyers, support from other 
professionals, etc.; thereby contributing to the decisive battle for the 

change in the ratio of forces in the labor movement. 


These first measures, which have only been sketched, require the greatest effort 
and the most forceful willingness to recover our revolutionary identity and 
initiative as Communists, together with all the leftist and anti~bureaucratic 
forces. We are aware of the difficulties in surmounting the lag, amid the 

front action, and changing our previous view on what a "success" is: that it 

is not confined to winning an election or not, attaining a placeon some lists 

or not, and not even in carrying out the struggles; but rather will really be 
such if we progress in the construction of the liberation movement, the libera- 
tion front, and in achieving the workers’ permanent leadership in every 
location. 
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BANK REPORT SHOWS $87 MILLION RISE IN NATIONAL DEBT 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 9 Feb 87 p 2 


{Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text] 


TRE Bahamas’ total na- 
tional debt increased by 
$87.7 million between 
September, 1985, and 
September 1986, the Central 
Bank announced. 


In its September, 1986, 
quarterly review, the Central 
Bank put the country’s total 
debt at $628.9 million. The na- 
tional debt as. at September, 
1985, was $541.2 million. 

The country’s debt topped 
the $600 million mark in 
March, 1986, when it was pegg- 
ed at $610.9 million, but drop- 
ped by $15.1 million to $595.8 
million by June, 1986. 

For the quarter under review, 
$540.3 million of the $628.9 


million national debt constitutes . 


the direct charge on Gov- 
ernment, while $88.6 million 
are contingent liabilities. 

According to the bank, Gov- 
ernment’s debt repayments for 
the review quarter totalled $6.3 
million, of which $0.1 million 
represented external amortiza- 
tions. 

The remaining $6.2 million 
went to retiring the Bahamian 
dollar portion of the internal 
debt. 

**As at September end, the 
direct charge on Government 
totalled $540.3 million, an in- 
crease of $63.7 million from the 
corresponding period last 


24 


year,’”” the bank said. 

**The total national debt, in- 
cluding contingent liabilities of 
$88.6 million, was $628.9 mil- 
lion at end-September,’’ the 
bank said. ‘‘This compares with 
a year-earlier level of $541.2 
million.’’ 

According to the bank, the 


fiscal position for the review 


quarter showed a modest im- 
provement from a year ago with 
a decline in the overall 
budgetary deficit of $2.1 mil- 
lion. 

The rise in revenue receipts of 
$6.4 million coupled with the 
$0-8 million drop in expen- 
ditures completely offset the 
$4.3 million increase in net len- 
dings, the bank said. 

Tax revenue rose by $6.9 mil- 
lion (9.8%) to $77.6 million, 
while non-tax revenue fell by 
$0.5 million (4.0%) to $11.9 
million. ’ 

With the exception of selec- 
tive taxes on services which 
declined by $0.8 million, all 
other tax revenue categories 
— higher yields, the bank 
said. 


Import tax rose by $4.3 mil- 
lion; export tax, by $0.9 mil- 
lion; departure tax, by $0.8 mil- 
lion; and property tax and 
stamp tax, by $0.4 million each. 

The intake from business and 
professional tax was higher by 
$0.3 million; other taxes, by 
$0.2 million; and motor vehicle 
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tax, by $0.1 million. 


‘The decrease in non-tax 


' revenue resulted mainly from a 


fall-off in income from public 
enterprises of $0.8 million,’’ the 
bank said. ‘‘This was partially 
offset by a $0.3 million rise in 
collections of fines, forfeits and 
administrative fees.”’ 

The bank said that current 
expenditure advanced by $0.7 
million (0.8%) to $85.2 million, 
while capital cxpenditure 
decreased by $1.5 million 
(15.0%) to $8.5 million. 

Under current expenditure, 
personal emoluments rose by 
$1.6 million and purchases of 
goods and services, by $2.3 mil- 
lion. 

Interest payments were lower 
by $4.7 million, while subsidies 
and other transfers moved up 
by $1.5 million. 

**The reduction in capital ex- 
penditure was due to a fall-off 
in capital formation and capital 
transfers to public enterprises 
of $1.4 million and $0.9 million 
growth in outlays for acquisi- 
tion of assets,’’ the bank said. 

The functional breakdown of 
expenditure showed an increase 
in general public service spen- 
ding of $1.4 million, with gen- 
eral administration higher by 


$1.6 million and public order 
and safety, by $0.4 million. 

Outlays for defence declined 
marginally by $0.1 million. Ex- 
penditure for education rose by 
$3.1 million and health, by $1.4 
million. 

However, disbursements for 
social benefits and housing fell 
by $2.1 million and $0.6 million 
respectively. 

Within the economic services 
category, spending for public 
works and water supply 
decreased by $0.2 million and 
transportation, by $0.9 million. 
Tourism outlays increased by 
$1.7 million during the quarter. 

‘The growth in revenue in- 
take for the quarter exceeded 
ihe rise in current expenditure, 
hence the turn-around in the 
current budgetary position from 
a deficit of $1.4 million to a 
surplus of $4.3 million,"’ the 
bank said. 

The overall budgetary deficit 
of $5.7 million reflected the 
$5.1 million expansion in net 
lending, as capital outlays 
dropped by $1.5 million to $8.5 
million. 

“This, however, represented 
a modest improvement from the 
year-earlier deficit of $7.8 mil- 
lion,’’ the bank said. 





ILLEGAL FLIGHT DETECTION LOST IN ABSENCE OF RADAR SYSTEM 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 12 Feb 87 p 7 


{Text} 


THERE is no aircraft radar 
system in Fr rt to detect il- 
legal air travellers at night and” 
therefore no way to control il- 
legal flights, air traffic control 
supervisor Wellington G 
Moultrie said. 

Addressing the Kiwanis Club 
of Lucaya’s regu'ar luncheon 
meeting last week, Mr Moultrie 
said there is not much control 
over illegal flying. 

Air traffic, said Mr Moultrie, 
is set up in a manner whereby 
the pilot would file 2 flight plan 
and notify the appropriate air 
traffic service unit of his inten- 
tion. 

**If someone is doing some- 
thing contrary to this, we'll 
have to pick them up on radar 
if someone would have to 
report their presence in the 
airspace of something of that 
nature,’’ said Mr Moultrie. 

He said there is no radar at 
Freeport International Airport 
because of Freeport’s limited 
airspace and the fact that 
Nassau has radar. 

**We are between radar en- 
vironments with Miami on the 
one side and Nassau on the 
. other and we are primarily an 

approach control unit working 
aircraft arriving and departing 
from Freeport airport within a 
limited airspace,’’ said Mr 
Wicsuliric. “If our airspace was 
bigger and extended higher, we 

probably would need a radar.”’ 

He said the skies over the 
Bahamas are like O’Hare Air- 
port with illegal flights at night. 
The radar recently installed at 


Nassau International Airport, 
he said, could detect illegal air- 
craft flying at night, which en- 
dangers airspace. 

That radar, said Mr Moultrie 
has the capacity for a range 
overhead Freeport, but pres- 
ently it is only being worked 
within a 60-mile radius of 
Nassau. 

He could not say whether the 
radar system in Nassau will be 
extended to Freeport airport, 
which is privately owned. 

**Nassau airport is owned by 
the Bahamas Government and 
this (Freeport airport) is pri- 
vately owned,’’ said Mr 


Moultrie. ‘So this will take . 


talks betweem our management 
at our airport and the Gov- 
ernment...and to my knowledge 
this has not taken place to 
date.”’ ' 

He said there is nd sighificant 
increase in night time flying as 
the airport officially closes at 11 
pm “‘but basically, there is no 
control over illegal flying at 
night.”’ 3 

Even if Freeport airport was 
government-owned and 
operated, he said there is no 
guarantee that Nassau’s radar 
facilitics would have been used 
to cover Freeport’s airspace as 
well. . 

With Nassau introducing 
radar for the first time, he said, 
they are limiting the amount of 
airspace that they are going to 
use. He assumed that eventually 
it will be expanded. 

Discussing the safety factor 
of air traffic control, he said 
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that over the past several vears 


‘there have not been many 


nedr-misses. 

Near-misses, he said, are 
normally filed by pilots becatse 
one aircratt has violated the 
airspace to be protected for the 
other. 

However, he said, there are 


' built-in systems in air traftte 


ed systeis’ 


radars which are called ‘snitch 
* whereby if a con 


' troller allows one aircralt to vi 


olate the space that protects 
another, the computer 
automatically registers the vio 
lation. 

The appropriate people in the 
wir traffic controls quality: pro 
gramme will pull these tdivid 
uals in who were on the posi 
tion at that time, for remedial 
tramineg. Such a system is en 
forced at the airport now, he 
said, 

Au trattic controllers, he 
said, are also tested tor drugs. 
Once a vear every controller is 
required to take a medical ex 
amination which inchides a 
uring analysis. 

Additionally, he said, the 
company can, whenever it sees 
fit, and if it -has reasons to be- 
lieve that) an individual for 
whatever reason needs to go to 
a doctor and have a urine anal- 
ysis, can subject that individual 
to a urine analysis. Failure to 
do so could end in termination, 
he said. 

‘*The effectiveness of the 
services provided by air traffic 
service units,’’ said Mr 
Moultrie, ‘‘depends more on 
the proficiency of individuals 
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performing their various duties 
than on any other single factor. 

‘The humen being is the vital 
link in the chain of aircraft 
operations but is also by nature 
the most flexible and variable. 
Proper (raining is necessary so 
as to minimise human error and 
provide able, skilful, proficient 
and competent personnel.”’ 


Controllers, he said, cannot 
be trained overnight, thus 
manpower planning must be a 
long term strategy. 

‘The standards required of 
trainee controllers,’’ he said, 
“‘must remain high and cannot 
be relaxed to overcome 
recruitment shortfall or training 
difficulties. 

“Certainly to err is human, 
but in air traffic control, the 
golden rule must always be to 
crr on the side of safety.” 


The prime objective of the air 
traffic services, he said, is to 
prevent collisions between air- 
craft in all phases of movement. 


Another objective, he said, is 
to expedite and maintain an 
orderly flow of air traffic, pro- 
vide advice and information for 
the safe and efficient conduct 
of flights, and to alert service 
for aircraft in distress. 


To meet those objectives, he 
said, air traffic control units 
and flight information centres 
have been established. 
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PITFALLS IN SARNEY'S RELIANCE ON POPULARITY ANALYZED 
Sao Paulo VEJA in Portuguese 14 Jan 87 pp 28, 29 


[Text] Since the beginning of the Cruzado crisis, President Jose Sarney--in 
Planalto Palace for 22 months--has been suffering a drain of his most precious 
reserve: his popularity. In May of last year, with the applause of 90 percent 
of the population of the country, according to the estimate of the Bzazilian 
Institute of Public Opinion and Statistics (IBOPE), Sarney was the most popu- 
lar president since the appearance of polls. Since November, when the signs 
that the economic reform was foundering became visible, it became evident that 
just as the Cruzado Plan was not enough and was over, the popularity that he 
enjoyed among the Brazilians was made of glass and was broken. 


An avid reader of public opinion polls, Sarney is also a devotee of the idea 
that the principal political weapon of a government leader in today's Brazil 
is television. In February of last year, when he adopted the decision to 
create a new currency as the basis of the economic stabilization plan, Sarney 
feared that the popular response would be a wave of strikes. For that reason, 
on the morning that he announced the reform, he had the television cameras in 
front of him and a security plan behind him. During the months of the Cruzado's 
success, the president did not tire of expressing his fascination with the 
results obtained. Everything could have gone wrong but it had gone right, so 
right that he himself was surprised by the popular mobilization in which a 
simple invitation of his transformed citizens into "Sarney's controllers." 





For a president who assumed power in the dramatic circumstances of Tancredo 
Neves' death throes, the Cruzado's popularity provided Sarney with two great 
victories: first, it legitimized him as a government leader; secondly, it 
undercut his most dangerous enemy, Rio Governor Leonel Brizola. In that 
success, however, there emerged the traps that popularity sets in the path of 
those whom it seduces. The first leads the seducee to believe that he is 
looking at a solid and lasting political phenomenon. For that reason, weeks 
before the November election, one heard in the circles closest to the 
president that it was necessary to organize a [party] member reform since in the 
Brazil of the Cruzado it was necessary to exchange artificial parties for a 
bloc of support for the president. 
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Popularity Levels 


The second and more perverse trap leads the seduced politician to believe that 
if a certain propaganda operation works, another similar one will always have 
similar success. Thus, a few days after the change of economic policy, Sarney 
went on television again for a lengthy explanation of the virtues of his 
government. The results were disappointing. 


The inability to control its own finances, which led the government to compromise 
the economic reform, suggests that Sarney had a third trap in his path. Once 
fascinated by popularity and concerned about preserving it, the government 

leader does the opposite of what he should do to maintain the essential 
characteristics of the policy that made him popular. An examination of the 
popularity levels of Presidents Joao Figueiredo and Jose Sarney show that 
inflation and the popularity of government leaders constitute a seesaw. When 
inflation drops, popularity rises, and when the former rises, popular goodwill 
drops. 


It seems obvious that in that seesaw, it is the weight of inflation that is 
the controlling factor, but it is difficult to convince government leaders of 
that. By its seductive aspect, popularity leads its beneficiaries to believe 
that they possess some magic characteristic that, once understood by the 
people, will make them popular even with a little more inflation. With General 
Figueiredo, the belief was in the mythology of Joao, a man of simple habits 
and sincere words who had touched the hearts of the Brazilians. Time showed 
that the hearts of the Brazilians had not been touched, just as Joao did not 
have simple habits or sincere words. In March 1985, after having presided 
over the country with the highest inflation rates in its history, Figueiredo 
handed over a 223 percent inflation rate and left Planalto Palace by its 
lowest door, the one at the rear. 


In the period of intoxicating popularity which closed with the November reform, 
a small garden of myths grew in the shadow of Sarney. The bankruptcy of the 
party system was proclaimed, and it was even argued that Brazil is a country 
without distinct classes and--mixing ingredients of that type--the possibility 
was suggested of moving toward a super-presidentialism, the basis of which 
would be the country's only proven political asset: the president's popular- 
ity. 


Idols in the Asylum 


When a government overestimates the durability and consistency of its 
statistical prestige, it commits a mistake. Political prestige has little to 
do with personal prestige measured through public opinion polls. By a twist of 
the language, the acronym of the first reliable polling company established in 
Brazil--the Brazilian Institute of Public Opinion and Statistics (IBOPE)-- 
became a synonym for a measure of success. If a show, a policy, or a person 
manages to please, it can be said that they "give ibope." If they do not 
please, they do not "give ibope." In the world of show business, that measure 
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is valuable. If a soap opera is doing poorly, or if the part of Renato Villar 
portrayed by Tarcisio Meira in the Globo Network's "Wheel of Fire," is not 
pleasing, they can shorten the plot or change the behavior of the character. 
After all, the shows are only meant to entertain the spectators. 


Artists understand the fragility of those bursts of popularity. At those 
times, thousands of people love them, elbow one another to see them, and may 
even tear their clothing. However, the crow is never disposed to do anything 
for them. Proof of that is the existence of innumerable homes to protect the 
old age of actresses who were once beautiful and actors who personified myths 
of courage, doomed by the cruelty of time to what is feared the most, being 
simply forgotten. 


If a good "ibope" can make the fortune of a rock group like Blitz for two 
summers, bad "ibopes" can make it simply disappear. (Blitz, the hit of 1982 
and 1983, has disbanded. The leader of the group, Evandro Mesquita pursues a 
reasonable solo career; Fernanda, with her soprano voice, is a dancer today.) 
For the world of audiences, that is part of the game. Unfortunately, because 
it has such cruel rules, the popularity game is perverse in politics, which 
is governed by much more sophisticated rules. 


Since governments cannot disband with the facility of rock groups, their most 
precious commodity differs from popularity and is based on political support. 
A classic example of a government without popularity and with great political 
support occurred in Brazil between 1974 and 1979, when President Ernesto 
Geisel conducted the policy of Liberalization. Planalto Palace lived under 
fire for 5 years, but one thing was certain: at the decisive moments of the 
liberalization opening, Geisel had the silent support of the opposition. On 
12 October 1977, when he dismissed General Sylvio Frota, a brief of reaction 
by the dismissed minister would be enough for even persecuted Leftists to 
defend the policy they supported. 


In the first weeks of the Cruzado Plan, Sarney obtained something from his 
"controllers" much closer to political support than to popularity. People 
closed supermarkets to the tune of the national anthem because they were 
willing to do something for the policy they admired and which they felt was 
needed. Even long-term volunteer and innocuous manifestations such as the 
hypothetical transformation of citizens into "controllers," of a state that 
does not control, are somethirnz much more solid than the pure and simple 
popularity of a president. "Sarney's controllers" wanted to participate in 
the process of economic stabilization but it took them time to realize that 
stability does not result from squabbling with grocery store managers. When 
they realized it, they became fed up with the government. 


Judging by the historical record, the aversion of the former "controllers" 
will continue to grow as long as inflation is rising. At those times, flashy 
plans designed to divert popular dissatisfaction will appear. A classic 
example of that type of official delirium occurred in 1981 when, already in 
the midst of a limping economy, President Joao Figueiredo was induced to lead 
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a national campaign against pornography and even made a speech on television. 
The spectators did not understand what was happening and, while pornography 
remained the same, inflation continued to rise and the president's prestige 

to drop. It was believed that it would be possible to transfer the irritation 
of the citizens in the face of the poor quality of economic management to the 
area of the quality of trashy pornography. 


More or less along that mistaken line, the idea circulated in the Sarney 
government that last November's economic reform was poorly received because 

it was poorly communicated. That betrays a philosophy according to which as 
long as the government knows how to communicate, society can be manipulated to 
applaud it and, thus, the popularity of the president can be enhanced or at 
least preserved and, once strengthened by it, he can prevail over congress 

and the parties. 


The Presidential Seesaw 
Figueiredo"s (annual average) and Sarney's (monthly) popularity ratings show 


that popularity rises or drops according to inflation rates. 
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DECLINE IN EMPLOYMENT GROWTH RATE TRUUBLES LABOR MINISTRY 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese Ll Feb 87 p 27 


| fext | Brasilia -{[a 1986, the level of employment in Brazil rose 6.4 percent 
over the previous year, according, to studies conducted by the Undersecretiariat 
of wages in the Ministry of Labor. Still, the concern persists amony, special - 
ists in the area, because of the delining »rowth rate which has been observed 
Since September. In December 1986, the rate declined 0.76 percent from the 
November level. 


An analysis of the evolution of the employment levels throughout 1986 has not 
yet been concluded, but trom January to November the growth rate was about 
9.76 percent, representiny, the creation of 1,142 | sic] 

ot 6.4 percent, obtained through samplings for December, exceeds the Under- 
secretariaut's estimate for the year, which was about 6 percent. 


Undersecretary Licio Comargo said yesterday that the positive balance in the 
comparative studies of employment levels could also be verified through an 
analysis ot the relative variation of employment growth. From January to 
November 1986, the rate was 5.75 percent, whereas it was 5.31 percent for the 
sainc period the previous year. 


The technician is now concerned about a possible continuation of the decline 
in the rate of growth. JWecember 1986 showed a decline of 0.75 percent in 
relation to November, with the elimination of about 170,000 new jobs. his 
represents a loss of 80 percent of the 211,000 new jobs created in October 
and November. 


In September 1986, there Was a 2.4 percent decline in relation to the saine 
month in 1985. In November of 1985 , some 193,500 workers were hired, compared 
to only 95,900 in 1986. Finally, in December, the continuiny, decline could 
point to a recession. The sectors most aftected were the manufacturiny 
industry, services, «ji vil construction and cuomnerce, 


Licio Camargo attributes this behavior to the fact that dismissals normally po 
up in December, in the expectation of higher prices, wayes and interest rates. 


Temporary problems could be influencing, the decline, but it does not have the 
characteristics of a recession, he said. Camaryo said it Was necessary Lo walt 


until the trend in January and February cain be observed, to see if ii. is 
retlected in recessionary behavior. 
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FUNARO ON CRUZADO PLAN, ADJUSTMENT MEASURES 


Rio de Janeiro 0 GLUBO in Portupitese 23 Feb 87 p 15 


| ‘text of interview with Finance Minister Dilson Funaro, by Milton Coelho da 
Graca and Ribamar Oliveira, in Brasilia, date not given] 


| Text | Brasilia--Finance Minister Dilson Funaro said that economic adjustment 
measures are inadvisable at the present time, because trazil‘’s inflation is 
not in a state of inertia and there is no economic stabilization--essential 
conditions tor an adjustment program. "Any shock to the economy just now 
would be a disaster,™ the tinance minister said. 


In an exclusive interview with U0 GLOBO, Minister Funaro said the country 
would have been in a position to tolerate an adjustment in January, with 
price and Wage corrections, which would have made it possible to achieve a 
balance within a short time. Funaro said there would be no measures impact- 
ing, the financial market or any change in the exchange policy. 


GLOBO: How do you assess the situation today? 


Funaro: January was a very difficult month because of the explosion of prices. 
When they changed the calendar, the businessmen wanted to change the price 
list, as well. No matter how carefully the CIP | Interministerial Price Coun- 
cil] was controlling the monopolies and oligupolies, the process began in 
January. We think, then, that it was necessary to bring to Light a series of 
parallel transactions that were occurring, in the society. The serious problem 
is that inflation went from 3 percent in November to 7 percent in December and 
to 16.8 percent in January. 


What happened in Brazil also happened in other countries which have made similar 
monetary reforms. The inflation could swing upward violently to very high 
levels. [t could reach 35 percent in 1 month, as it did in Israel. The 

first 15 days in February seem to show signs that inflation stabilized at the 
January levels. 


GLOBO: And the Cruzado Plan? 


Funaros ‘Ihe Cruzado Plan was working last year. ‘he economy was relatively 
stable. Some people complained that they could not find a refrigerator for sale 
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or that automobiles Were more expensive, but, at the same time, some basic 
consumer g200ds were available to a great majority ot the population who had 
never had access to these products. For example, there was a 35-percent 
increase in the consumption of medicines. [The increased consumption of inedi- 
cines demonstrates that, before the Cruzado Plan, people were going, to the 
pharmacy With a prescription for several inedicines and ended up buying only 
one or two ot them. This increase in consumption simply shows that they have 
begun to buy half or all the medicine listed in the prescription. 


with regard to food consumption, the data indicate that the population has 
begun to eat better. 1 would like to have attended to some complaints, but 
at that time it was impossible. And it didn’t seem important to me. To me, 
the important thing was always to bring this mass of people into the basic 
consumer market. 


GLOBO: So, is the government going to Wait a Little longer to adopt econoinic 
adjustment measures? 


Funaros If intlation is on the rise, We cannot have another shock, because 
there is no inertia to the inflation and there is no stabilization--vital 
conditions it the measures are to work, Any shock at this time would be a 
disaster. [t might have been possible earlier, at the beginning, ot January, 


through a program that would have permitted a correction of prices and Wages, 
and we would have brought the situation into balance immediately. 


GLOBUs: You proposed this, didn't you, minister? 


Funaros I[t Was one ot the proposals. But there Were others. it would not 
have been an unorthodox move, but a system for prices and Wages. The current 
process is quite perverse, because you have to Keep interest rates cqual to 
the rate ot inflation. First, because ot savings accounts. It interest rates 
are not equal to the inflation, people will not save and, at this point, if 
there is a preater demand, no one can prevent a new price escalation to very 
high levels. 


we Know that interest rates are the reason tor the high costs in all the com- 
panies. they generate inflation by driving up the costs of the companies. 


Bult We have to go through this stage, because the economy cannot be stabilized 
by forceful measures. There is no power that can do this. Not with a freeze 


and not with all President Sarney's taxes; in 3 months the economy would fall 
apart. Which would be frustrating tor us. So there can be no shock just now, 


Now the government is trying to reform itself. The president of the republic 
Wants the administrative machinery to be in a position to combat the deficit. 


GLOBO: There will be no specific measures to combat the high interest rates? 


Funaro: No. indexing the interest rates, things of this type--we won't do 
that. 


GLOBUs And the prohibition ot operations with tixed rates? 
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Funaro: ‘this, yes. we are poing to suspend prefixed operations. we did 
not do this in the beginning because it could represent a crisis of Liquidity 
in the market. 


GLOBO: And financial operations are excluded? 


Funagro3; In the case of financing, it is difficult to operate with fixed rates. 
lt is complicated. 


CLOBOs: The question which everyone is asking, is Whether the government is going 
to meddle with the financial market. what do you say? 


Funaros We are not going to meddle with the exchange or with the financial 
market. ‘The exchange policy will remain as it is. what was the rumor yes- 
terday? Compulsory | interest ceilings | on the LCi | as published | and on 
savings deposits? OUn the contrary, we want savings to prow more and more. 
The rumors don't make sense. Most decidedly, we are not thinking, about doing, 
anything, in the financial market. 


GLOBO; Among the meaSures announced by President Sarney is to prohibit the 
state companies from spending, more than their receipts permit. What, exactly, 
Was the president's decision? 


Funaros tie said that the state companies could only spend their own resources 
or resources already allocated in the tederal budget. ‘he state companies 
cannot ¢o out looking for new Lines ot credit to make investments based on 
loans. 





GLOBO: And what about SIVEKBRAS | Brazilian Lron and Steel, Ine. | ? 

Funaro: SLUEKBRAS already has stipulated resources trom the National Vevelop- 
ment Fund, within its program for financial housecleaning, and it has the 
resources of some companies which are in good shape. Obviously, this may be 
prejudicial to some companies, put they have a positive cash flow. the 
president does not want an emission to cover any investment or expenditure 
that is not proprammed. Let us look at another major company. The president 
stipulated a deadline of 6 months--medium ranpe--to establish very tirm con- 
trol. 


GLOBO: tiow will this control be ettected? 


Funaros ‘This is already programmed. The government's cash flow is monthly. 
Kach company knows precisely how much it can spend each month. You don't 
always issue notes to finance the deficit. Sometimes the povernment is torced 
to issue notes to dry up the market. This should be very cieat. he are talk- 
ing about the public debt. Suppose there is great pressure on tarm prices 

and the government tinds itself obliged to buy up the crop. It will have to 
have an emission to purchase the harvest and, if the market is liquid, it 

will be necessary to issue notes to dry it up. 
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GLOBO: When you say the government is not going, to emit currency to cover 


expenses, won't this require a decree or other instrument to bring, the public 
organs into line with this measure? 


Funaros Within the budget, in the investment part, it is possible to spend 
less than the fixed limit. Amounts are renerally tixed, and no matter how 
much you try to control expenditures every day, it is very difficult to com- 
press come of them. The personne] roster has been reduced sharply since 1 
entered the government. It has suffered a significant reduction. There has 
also been a reduction in the expenditures of the companies. Such expenditures 
as the purchase of automobiles, the use of vehicless all this has been reduced. 
The Finance Ministry had 200 cars and now is only has a few more than 10. 
These cuts were made and continue to be made. Many people have left the civil 
service and have never been replaced. Shere is a presidential decree which 
prohibits hiring, with exceptions granted only in exceptional cases. Some 
areas of the government are having, personnel problems today. One thing, should 
be made clears the president does not want to go back to a recession. When 
the economy is as good as it was last year, any deficit is really bad, because, 
at bottom, it nourishes preater demand. So the deficit last year was very 
harmful. Even So, it was one of the smallest deficit*s the country has ever 
had. We closed with 2.1 percent of the PIB |Gross Lb estic Product |. If we 
take into account the funds collected by the Nationa, Vevelopment Fund, this 
deficit drops to 1.6 percent of the Pik. This is extremely low. However, 

I should make it clear: if, in 1987, at a given moment, there are no private 
investments and the economy is heading, toward a recession, public investment 


Will be increased. 


GLOBO: Then the goal is not a zero deficit? 
Funaros: No. What we Want is the smallest deficit possible. 


GLOBO: In the case of subsidies, is the goal to eliminate them completely? 


Funaros On the question of subsidies, the president used the word “revision.” 
He said he would send a draft bill to the Conpress so that the subsidies could 
be debated. ‘The central questions to be determined are what products to 
subsidize, who will benefit from these subsidies and how they will be financed. 
In the case of the wheat subsidy, for example, there are proups which feel the 
subsidy should be immediately withdrawn and there are sectors of society which 
think it is impostant to maintain it, because it benefits precisely the poorest 
sectors. For this reason, the president feels this is a matter for the Con- 
press to debate. 


GLOBO: And what is the government's position? 


Funaros The wheat and sugar subsidies have been the largest. When we raised 
[? the tax on] gasoline and alcohol last year, the inoney collected was exactly 
equal to the wheat subsidy. we thought it was better to charge the pasoline 
and alcohol consumer than to withdraw the wheat subsidy. It was a povernment 
decision. Now we have to have a debate in the Congress, because the price of 
petroleum has risen out there and we will undoubtedly have to make some adjust- 


ments in fuel prices. 
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GLOBO: The povernment wanted a social pact, Which never came off. How much 
do you blame the business and labor leaders tor the failure of this ettort? 


Funaves There are problems of representativity. | Labor | Minister Almir 
Pazzianotto always talks to me about this. There are serious proble”s in 
linkinep, the union leaders with the Congress and with the party system. There 
is no large-scale representation of the unions in the Brazilian Conpress. 
There are very few seats in the Congress which are really representative ot 
the leadership of the union movement. The congressmen represent the workers. 
They are elected by the great mass of the brazilian people. ‘the workers are 
represented. For this reason, in forming the pact, there are problems ot 
representativity, of believing, that the individual who is there nepotiatings 
does not represent just one faction, but the whole union movement. ‘This is 
true of both sidess the workers and the businessmen. 


GLOBO: The businessmen have some representativity in the Conpress. ‘The case 
is not the same, 


Funaros 1 don't know. ‘There are preat divisions. 1 have received a serics 
ot congressmen who hold some differing positions on Brazilian industry and 
liany positions on the role of the Brazilian worker. whe have problems in 
identifying a deeper line in this process. So 1 think that, in this national 
understanding, it is difficult to arrange the major truce which is so desir- 
able. ‘There are various sectors Within a pfreater political movement, repre- 
sented by the political parties. A truce has become somewhat complicated. 

In other countries which have made a pact, political and union representation 
have been closely linked. 


GlLOBOs: Do you think the idea is done for, or do you still hold out some 
hope for a pact? 


Funarot No, it is not done for. [ think the pact will be through the political 
parties, which represent a broader spectrum. we have to look to the parties 
apaln. 


GLOBO: What do you think about the creation of the Ministry of the Economy? 


Funaros Deputy Ulysses Guimaraes has already come out in favor of it and so 
has the PMDB | brazilian Democratic Movement Party | leadership. 


GLOBO: Everyone is saying, that the draft bill is ready. hill it come out this 
week or following, the cabinet shakeup? 


Funaros: 1 don't know. I don't have any information. 
GLBOOs; but what is your opinion of the Ministry ot the Economy? 


Funaros My opinion is this. lt have already been minister of planning, and | 
have already been finance minister. In the povernment of Sao Paulo Stale, | 
was secretary of plannine, and then secretary of finance. kxperience has 
repularly shown that some organs which have belonged to the Finance Ministry 
eid up in the Ministry of Planning, and some which were in the Ministry of 
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Planning move over to the Finance Ministry. J think it is important to 

have an administrative reform of this process, so that the Planning, Ministry 
Will really be a planning, organ. It was this way in Sao Paulo State. The 
Secretariat of Finance had the budget; it determined the sum to be invested. 
The Planning, Secretariat outlined the priorities for investment; it thought 
about the future of the state and discussed the necessary investments. ‘These 
continual transters of organs from one area to the other create a bit of 
distortion in the administrative process. For example. the CIP had already 
been in the Finance Ministry. then it was moved over to the Planning Ministry 
and then it was returned to the Finance Ministry. 


Looking, at the entire process, since the creation of the Ministry of Planninrg, 
we see that planning, is very important, to pive the country a lonp-ranpe 
vision, to plan for a mation. 1 have had many conversations about this with 
Sayad. 


6362 
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CHILE 


CHURCH'S HIGH DEGREE OF POLITIZATION, RADICALIZATION PROFILED 
Santiago QUE PASA in Spanish 29 Jan-4 Feb 87 pp 35-41 
[Article by Cristina Ferrer and Patricia O'Shea: "What Is This Church Like?"] 


[Text] Chile is a predominantly Catholic country: eight out of every 10 Chileans 
are Catholic, and 24 percent of them attend mass every Sunday, while only 6 
percent participate in Church groups. In 1986, 4 million instruction books 

for family catechesis were printed; but only 12 percent admit that they confess 
"sometimes." At present, one priest for every 5,550 inhabitants teaches what 
sin is. 


The presence and influence of the Catholic Church are evident in the country's 
social and political life. Foreigners are impressed by the constant appearances 
of priests (as commentators or interviewees) in the news media, voicing opinions 
on human and divine issues. Just last Thursday, 22 January, Santiago's EL 
MERCURIO devoted slightly over 10 percent of its national reporting to topics 
relating to the Catholic Church. 


Chile is a Catholic country even though, after nearly 5 centuries of evangeliza- 
tion, it still has large expanses called "mission lands." It is a country where, 
just this year, for the first time, one of its daughters, Juanita Fernandez, 

was beatified. It is a country with a Church of contrasts; in which Father 
Sergio Torres, 58, a parish priest from San Luis Beltran, who is editor of 
PASTORAL POPULAR (the organ speaking for the theology of liberation) has been 
named head of Third World theologians. It is the same Chile in which the 
"Declaration of the Andes" was organized and produced for the purpose of support- 
ing Cardinal Ratzinger'’s document on the dangers and deviations of the theology 
of liberation. This meeting was attended by the apostolic nuncio, Msgr Angelo 
Sodano, accompanied by a papal blessing, and also by prominent theologians from 
all over the world, including three Chileans: the layman, Fernando Moreno, 

member of the Vatican commission for non-believers; the priest, Jose Miguel 
Ibanez, member of the International Theological Commission; and Msgr Jorge 
Medina, 61, coadjutor bishop of Rancagua, a member of the same commission. 

And when Torres’ appointment was announced in Chile, this same group of native 
theologians met in Tacna and Arica, and issued another document, christeneJ as 
the "theology of reconciliation.” 
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It is that Chile of an Ignacio Gutierrez, or where Msgr Carlos Camus has creat- 
ed a controversy with his latest pastoral letter in which he speaks of "national 
suicide"; while other members of the Church hierarchy praise the new legislation 
on political parties. In the Military Prosecutor's Office, a trial is being 
held against some members of the Vicariate of Solidarity, and Msgr Sergio 

Valech, 60, the auxiliary bishop of Santiago, has been called upon to testify. 

In Chillan, a "select" group of bishops has met to criticize the others, who 
were not invited. The evangelical sectors are growing, and the Mormon Churches 
are multiplying. At the same time, 350,000 of the faithful are making a pilgrim- 
age to the Lo Vasquez shrine ready to make their "vows." 


The Pope Is Coming 


On Wednesday, 1 April, after noon, John Paul II will kiss Chilean soil; and 
everyone will be there: bishops and members of the commission which organized 
his visit, as well as President Pinochet and his government. On the airport 
terraces and along the entire route to the Metropolitan Cathedral, villagers 
and businessmen, those in uniform and civilians, young and old, priests wearing 
"clerical garb," or Indian sandals and jeans, will welcome the successor to 

St Peter. This will be the first impression that the pontiff will receive 

of the Chilean Church; an image that will be gleaned, disseminated and analyzed 
by the 4,000 reporters covering the pastoral tour. 


For 4 days, we shall revolve about him personally; he will tour our country. 
What kind of Church will the pope find? That is what we have devoted ourselves 
to investigating, receiving more than one refusal to speak, among individuals 
associated with this Chilean Church. We talked with laymen and religious off 
the record. 


Faced with a Europe in a post-Christian era, and an Africa where a black theology 
is brewing (mixing tribal beiiefs with the Catholic religion), Latin America is 
the continent of hope for the pope. But he is worried about what he sees: social 
tensions, a strong theology of liberation in certain countries, and its aftermath 
of popular churches increasingly further removed from Rome, and the politization 
of its clergy.... But he is particularly concerned about the lack of a catechesis, 
especially for the family, which the current pontiff considers the basis of 
everything. That is why he is bent on making changes in this Church which he 
heads. Informed sources claim that it is believed that if John Paul Il, 66, 
remains in the office for the 10 more years that he will presumably retain it, 
the changes will be deep-seated. And the Chilean Church is not dissociated from 


this. 


According to one source, our Church has tw) fundamental traits: a filial love 
for the vicar of Christ, and an unsullied, strong devotion to Mary; two "key" 
requisites, from which all the other virtues of a Christian people may stem. 

The pope recognizes and appreciates this. Nevertheless, the laity has problems, 
as well, basically relating to a knowledge of Church doctrine. The bishops are 
aware of the lack of understanding of Catholic doctrine among their parishioners. 
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They have conducted studies on the image that they project; and the results are 
not very encouraging. Polls taken by the Bellarmine Center in 1980 and 1985 
disclosed that "the situation is going from bad to worse." Whereas, in 1980 
38 percent of Catholics confessed "sometimes," in 1985 only 12 percent did so. 
Only 51 percent of the Church's members attach any importance to the sacrament 
of matrimony, compared with 44 percent who accept living together without a 
religious bond; and 57 percent believe in divorce, as opposed to 3 percent who 
oppose it. Seven out of every 10 baptized persons do not know that Christ 
instituted the sacrament of the Eucharist, and admit that they "never" receive 
communion. 


It is also claimed that the situation has changed favorably, in comparison with 
the period when Father Alberto Hurtado wrote "Chile: a Catholic Country?’ 

Weekly attendance at mass increased from 16 to 22 percent in 5 years; and belief 
in the "resurrection of the dead" rose from 49 to 56 percent during that same 
period. Apart from the degree of understanding, there are also opposing views 
regarding the content of certain catechisms, such as the manual entitled "Come 
and You Will See," the permit for circulation of which was revoked by the 
Ministry of Education. 


Nor can it be disregarded (noted one person who was interviewed) that the Church 
members are perceiving a Church more concerned about denouncing Pinochet than 
announcing and spreading the faith, while the evangelical denunciation implies 
assuming a position on the current situation; something that does not hold true 
of the clergy here. 


No to Politics 


A sector of the faithful is demanding "parish priests” who are more committed 

to the poor and the common people. Others criticize the intervention of 

bishops and priests in politics. A poll taken in Santiago during 1985 by the 
Bellarmine Center (subordinate to the Jesuits) disclosed that what both Catholics 
and non-Catholics like most about the Church's action is its "service, assistance, 
and defense of the poor" (mentioned by 17 percent of the sample). On the other 
hand, what was least liked (mentioned by 23 percent of those polled) was what 

"is considered its intervention in politics." As the authors of the research 
stress, such criticism was not even mentioned in similar studies 10 years earlier. 
Another poll taken by the same Jesuit agency found that, although the majority 

(97 percent) claimed to believe in God, 80 percent belonged to a religious 
denomination. Of them, Catholics account for 65 percent (in 1980, it was 80.6 
percent). It indicates that the largest percentage of Catholics exists among 

the upper and middle-class sectors (68 and 73 percent, respectively); whereas, 

on the other hand, only 54 percent of those polled who belonged to the lower 
class claimed to be members of the Catholic Church. And the aforementioned 
investigation noted that 50 percent of Santiagans view the Church as "closer 

to the poor.” 


The responsibility for the degree of understanding of its doctrine and for the 
correct or distorted image of the faith lies with the clergy (from priests to 
bishops). And there the pope will encounter a problem of quantity and quality. 
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21st Century Priests 


To administer the 25 dioceses into which the country is divided, the Church 
has a staff of 33 active bishops and 10 resigning bishops (including two 
cardinals and four archbishops). At present, there are 2,028 priests (823 
diocesan and 1,205 secular), 2,230 male religious, and 5,370 female religious 
working in the Church. We rank fourth in Latin America for the number of 
priests per Catholics. According to an estimate published in the Santiago 
seminary's magazine HISTORIA Y MISION [History and Mission], 6,000 priests 
would be needed in Chile to serve the entire population. Every year, there 
are two fewer priests, and 200,000 more baptized persons in Chile. 


It is usually claimed (as one priest commented) that the "status" of a parti- 
cular church is gauged by its capacity to create vocations to the priesthood 
and religious life. At the very height of "Christians for Socialism" (includ- 
ing prominent members of the current hierarchy, such as the vicar of the 
workers’ pastoral movement, Alfonso Baeza) in 1970, an unprecedented situation 
occurred at the Santiago major seminary: the enrollment sheet was empty; 

there were no diocesan vocations. The then archbishop of Santiago, Cardinal 
Raul Silva Henriquez (78), decided to close the seminary. On the afternoon 

of 21 January 1971, two priests went to the archbishop's residence determined 
to persuade him to revoke the measure. A decade later, there was talk of a 
"boom" in priestly vocations. Whereas, in 1976, only two priests were ordained, 
in 1985, the number reached 31. That same year, 50 seminarians entered in 
Santiago; and, the following year, 38. The "boom" did not occur only in the 
capital. Today, there are eight seminaries operating in the country, with 

a total of 536 seminarians, as opposci to only 81 in 1970. During 1986, 521 
novices joined orders of priests which have seminaries in Chile. The prefer- 
ences are headed by the Jesuits (79), Salesians (68), Legionnaires of Christ 
(45), the Order of Our Lady of Mercy (34), Sacred Heart (31), and Franciscans 
(28). 


They will be the future priests. Obviously, a larger number of priests helps; 
but, more important than the number is the manner in which they are being 
trained. And there we embark upon the disputed quality. 


Although it was impossible to procure exact figures, the bulk of priestly 
vocattons comes from the lowest socioeconomic sector. The majority direct 
their vocations toward religious orders. There are doubts about what it is 
that attacts youths to the priesthood. According to one source, when there 
is a good example, or a priest with sound doctrine, they want to imitate him. 
Hence, the majority would have genuine vocations; whereas, in the case of 
others, this is not so clear. "A good priest requires good training and a 
suitable environment. And that does not exist in Chile at present. Except 
for a few features of the Santiago and Lo Vasquez seminaries, the others in 
Chile are intellectually and academically weak; and there is a great deal of 
politics in them." It must be borne in mind that Cardinal Silva Henriquez, 
whom no one would describe as conservative, was the one who decided that the 
diocesan priests would not study in the Catholic University's School of 
Theology, in view of the degree of its politization. 
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According to certain informed persons, many vocations are based on the image 
projected by the Church. "They view it as committed to the battle for human 
rights; but what kind of rights and defenses are they telling me about? It 

is the battle for human rights viewed only from the standpoint of the Vicariate 
of Solidarity; and one need not be very well informed to realize that, although 
the Vicariate and its action were necessary, owing to the composition, or decom- 
position, it is currently one of the worst problems of the Church in Santiago. 
They also view the Church as being ‘committed’ to the working class; but let's 
see what commitment they are telling me about: that of the Workers Pastoral 
Vicariate, in which there are many directly in favor of the class struggle. 

And they view a Church committed to the poor, but based on the theology of 
liberation. They view a Church which denounces Pinochet and this regime...not 
from an evangelical standpoint, but committed to a short-term political 
struggle." 


There is an additional danger: the fact that many choose their vocation based 
on that image of public service projected by the Church. They view the hier- 
archy with reference to the protests; with a Jesuit like Renato Poblete, 
chaplain of the Home of Christ, organizing the secret meeting of National 
Accord. They view priests on television, or a bishop, Tomas Gonzalez, who, 
with the superintendent of Punta Arenas, comprises the two VIP figures in 

the area. More than one selects a pulpit mistakenly, for lack of better 
channels for expressing that calling to public service. A priest voiced his 
fear that this Church, as a leader of political events, may be the one to 
generate vocations with the notion that what the Church is currently experienc- 
ing will not be the reality that will be their lot in the future; when it 
will presumably (like the Armed Forces) retreat to its "barracks," to spend 
more time announcing the Gospel than denouncing the current government. 


Rome Realizes It 


Some explain that this is not a Church committed to the attainment of a demo- 
cratic regime. The problem is that there are priests who go further, aspiring 
to a democracy after there has already been a change in all the structures: 

the very democracy of Marx. It is that left which has found its refuge in 

the theology of liberation and in those sectors of the Church, in Chile and 

the world. And it is the stronghold left to them, now that they find themselves 
displaced from the vast majority of intellectual centers and governments of the 
world, in view of the reality of the failure of their totalizing experiments. 


It is impossible to escape something that typifies the Church hierarchy at 
present, which will be part of what John Paul II will find when he visits us: 
the high degree of politization and radicalization of priests and bishops, and 
hence, division; what one layman briefly termed "totalizing episcopalism." 

"It does not befit us, nor do we want to assume authority that belongs to 
politicians and not to us. No one in Chile wants to see the episcopate or 

the clergy acting in politics; nor do we, either," remarked Msgr Carlos Oviedo, 
60, current archbishop of Antofagasta, at the beginning of the 1970's. Now, 
that has changed; the boundaries are blurred. 
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This Church is the very one which calls itself "committed" and "progressive" 
(whereas, in the world, being progressive is equivalent to distancing oneself 
from socialist designs); it is not the real Church. As someone knowledgeable 
on the subject has remarked: "It is the action of a minority that is often 
vociferous. ‘Those making declarations and sometimes irritating us are not even 
a quarter of the Chilean Chuech. They are the ones who are shouting." And 

he quotes St Francis de Sales: "Good does not make noise, nor does noise do 
good."" There is another majority that is experiencing actual poverty and a 
total dedication. Nevertheless, it is this minority that has economic resources 
(see QUE PASA, No 783) which some Chilean bishops do not even have for an 
entire diocese; which enables it to work in the towns, to write, and to direct 
a multiplicity of news media disseminated among villagers and female religious 
(the latter are often the most radicalized of all), the content of which no one 
controls. It is they who create centers for study or reflection, offering 
courses for "training of public, educational, or public health leaders." It 

is in this environment that a Jose Sanfuentes, of PC [Communist Party], or a 
German Correa, of MDP [Popular Democratic Movement], a Maroto, or a Jaime Esco- 
bar, ot iC [Christian Left] operates. It is that Church which overtly critici- 
zes the Church hierarchy and the pope. 


The Holy See knows the problem in depth and in detail; it has sources for 
learning about it, first of all, our history, which shows considerable inter- 
vention by the bishops in politics during this century. But the politization 
of the Chilean clergy began to worry it greatly when Chile produced and exported 
"Christians for Socialism." The Vatican has the background on this sector, the 
germ of a potentially dangerous popular Church. The information reaches it 

not only through the nuncio, but also from the government's Office of Special 
Affairs, and from Sergio Rillon in particular, who have assumed responsibility 
for keeping the Holy See posted on what is happening in certain parishes. This 
holds true of the Popular Education Programs, EDUPO, inspired by Paulo Freire, 
creator of the controversial Planned National Education (ENU). 


There are some who claim that the charges made by his office are not known in 
the Vatican. But the fact is that, for over a year, there has been a formal 
commission which meets in Rome at intervals to examine these issues which are 
points for "negotiation" between the government and the Holy See. Last week, 
they met there with the nuncio, who was called by the Vatican to attend these 
talks. There, it is learned "who's who" in the Chilean Church, and where its 
nerve centers are. It is known that they included Father Pierre Dubois, a 
former parish priest from La Victoria, who was expelled last September with 
two other priests. 


Will Agustin Cabre, a parish priest from Curanilahue, be also? Cabre, former 
rector of a seminary, which he was happy to leave because (among other reasons) 
"I always had to be giving good example," who declared himself a follower of 
the Third World Church; the very Church of Sergio Torres, to whose parish of 
San Luis Beltran the Santiago seminarians go to engage in their first pastoral 
"practice." Cabre described the nuncio as "Roman, diplomat, and conservative," 
and responsible for the recent "almost reactionary" appointments of bishops in 
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Chile. The same Cabre claims that the episcopate is "tired," and hopes that 
it will excommunicate Pinochet: "How could it be possible, when the pope 
comes, that Pinochet will open his mouth and he will put a host into it?" 


The Vatican has read his statements. It is said that, among the things that 
the Rillon Commission took to Rome is the recent letter from the bishop of 
Linares, Carlos Camus, 60. Of course, Camus, always controversial, says that 
this is precisely what he wants: to bring about meetings, to have them read it 
in Chile and in Rome. 


They Are Not a Parliament 


Whereas the politization is obvious among certain priests, it is more so among 
the bishops. It was for a reason that the pope reiterated to them in 1979, 
during the Ad Limina visit, that they were not "a parliament of politicians," 
as he had stated that same year in Puebla (a speech which provided the basis 
for his first encyclical). "And it is not gratuitous that he repeated it to 
the Chilean bishops, and not to others," remarked one priest. Alejandro Jimen- 
ez, 51, bishop of Valdivia, acknowledges it in APSI: "There are tensions among 
the bishops...the differences arise in assessments of the country's situation, 
regarding the role of the Church, and the suitability of speaking or not." 

He admitted indirectly that it was these differences that prevented the issu- 
ance of a statement after the last meeting of the Episcopal Conference last 
November. There was no agreement on it. 


The Church is a political actor which carries weight in Chile; as much as the 
government, the Armed Forces, or some parties. On the other hand, the polls 
show that the faithful know little about the bishops’ pastoral guidelines. 

The fact is that assuming the role of the "voice of those without a voice" has 
a cost: a rise in other creeds, among other reasons, "because they preach the 
Kingdom and not the tragedies of this world," and an incipient, but growing 
acceptance of the "priest-priest," according to one well-informed source. 


The degree of division, disunity, and politization among certain members of 
the National Episcopate was discerned on the occasion of the announcement of 
the pope's visit, when some bishops proposed that he not come until Pinochet 
was gone. Later, another analysis was made following the occurrences in the 
Philippines and Haiti. It may perhaps be for this reason that the bishop of 
Valdivia has hopes: "I imagine that the different doctrinal topics that will 
be discussed (by the pope) will be points relating to the very reality of the 
Church and people of Chile." 


This is a conference that gives grounds for discussion. Most of the 33 titular 
bishops comprising it average 60 years of age and belong to the generation of 
appointees of Monsignor Baggio, the former nuncio in our country. They are 

the so-called "Baggio boys." Until recently, the political balance within it 
leaned toward the progressive wing. But the situation is changing, in part, 
because of a Vatican policy of changing the relationship between the Holy See 
and the bishop. And that includes the episcopal conferences, which had become 
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real bureaucratic "white elephants" with an expensive administrative apparatus. 
It is claimed that an institution pays $100,000 per year merely for the item 

of administration of the Chilean Episcopal Conference; funds of which some 
dioceses in the country do not even dream. With the passage of time, the 
commissions appeared and the Conference's departments multiplied. Following 

the trend in style, these intermediate authorities (which are the ones ultimate- 
ly holding the power) have belonged to the left: Roberto Urbina, Cristian Vives, 
and Enrique Garcia Huidobro, to name a few. 


Despite this complicated structure, the Conference has been "lowering its 
profile." At the express instruction of the Vatican, the verticality of the 
Church has been reinforced: every member of the faithful with his bishop, and 
the latter with the Holy See. This trend became evident in the latest appoint- 
ments of bishops that have been made. "When the world is experiencing times of 
a crisis of faith, persons with a solid doctrinal training are needed more than 
ever,'' as one source commented to QUE PASA. According to an informed source, 
John Paul II is greatly concerned that the faithful be "militant, disciplined, 
obedient, and prepared." The appointments from Cardinal Fresno onward have 
attested to this. Two were especially noteworthy: that of Jorge Medina as 
coadjutor bishop of Rancagua, and that of Antonio Moreno, as vicar of the 
northern zone of the capital (one of the most troubled). No one questions 
their doctrinal training. Like it or not, these two, together with the layman 
Fernando Moreno, and the priest, Jose Miguel Ibanez, are the only Chileans who 
are members of Vatican commissions. And they are all appointments following 
the "Declaration of the Andes." 


The Halves 


It is these appointments that have brought equilibrium to the balance within 

the Episcopal Conference, divided in halves between conservatives and progres- 
sives. According to other sources, the situation is not so clearcut: "There 

is a larger group among the progressives, but the conservatives lend it weight, 
and what keeps the halves is the indecision of the center," as they explain. 

If there is anything that bothers the bishops it is this classification. But, 
generally speaking, it might be said that there are in the left wing Hourton, 
61; Camus, 60; Gonzalez, 52; Ariztia, 62; Yrsen, 57, and Contreras, 61 (general 
secretary of the Conference). In the conservative wing there are: Matte, 64; 
Medina, 61; Moreno, 58; and Vicuna, 76, to name a few. In the center, there 
are: Pinera, 72; Cox, 54; Fresno, 73; Valech, 60; and Prado, 58, among others. 
But most of them are positioned in the center, and are precisely the ones who 
have ended up in solidarity with the more progressive ones, often for lack of an 
alternative proposal or merely because of flagrant errors made by sectors in 
favor of the regime or officials of the latter. This holds true of the backing 
that Monsignor Fresno had to give to Gutierrez when the government expelled him. 
There have been other reasons for such "solidarity," explained a Church source: 
"The progressive and radicalized wing has teams which analyze the press and 
politics. The others, devoted to their pastoral work, and with fewer resources, 
often find themselves 'caught' in the case of time and information." 


Nevertheless, this has been changing gradually. It is said that the incorpora- 
tion of two individuals of acknowledged doctrinal or theological prestige has 


46 





caused the discussion to change its tone. It has happened, at times, that 
bishops have passed Medina notes containing messages: “Monsignor, oppose" 
this point. Why don't they voice their opposition aloud? Because it is 
known who has more arguments. It is told that, on one occasion, the bishops 
were discussing their "prophetic" mission in relation to Chile's political 
future. When the discussion seemed to be ending, Bishop Moreno intervened, 
and gave his companions "a real theology lesson on the significance of the 
prophets and their mission." The debate reached that point. 


Obviously, this new style does not please many bishops and priests. In the 

case of Moreno, it is clear that "his presence annoys" certain sectors, 
because, as they remarked, "he doesn't leave you alone." In the northern 

zone of Santiago (Conchali, Vivaceta, Recoleta, Renca, and Santiago Norte), 
which is where it is incumbent on him to act, some Church centers have ostra- 
cized him. One group asked him to say a mass on the site where Rodrigo Rojas 
died and Carmen Gloria Quintana suffered serious burns during the recent protest. 
Moreno reportedly responded that, when he went to celebrate a mass in Quilicura, 
which he was scheduled to do soon, he would pray for them, but that he would 

not hold special liturgies. Why a mass for them and not for others who were 
burned? His response was not received well, nor was his attitude on the day 
when, during the celebration of a mass, he explained to those present certain 
formalities of behavior in a church. They claim that those present were annoyed 
at "such a reactionary thing." 


The Nuncio's Clout 


But Moreno and Medina are carrying their work forward, convinced that they have 
the Vatican support for it. And it is here that the influence of another 
important tigure in Chilean Church life enters the game, namely, the apostolic 
nuncio, Msgr Angelo Sodano. Representing the Holy See in the same country for 

7 years is not common, and the nuncio has done so. It was thought that he would 
leave after the signing of the peace treaty with Argentina; now, it is believed 
that he will leave the country after the pope's visit. The role that he has 
played will leave a mark; his mission has not been easy. To get along well with 
this government and also with the bishops (particularly with those who see in 
the regime the concentration of all evils) is even more complex. And perhaps 

it is for this reason that the nuncio is not very well liked by the progressive 
bishops. Those who attended the Chillan conclave asserted this In private, 

he claims that history will judge whether he acted well or badly; and, although 
outwardly the relations with the hierarchy and the nuncio appear normal, they 
are tense. The distancing becomes more obvious when one reads the eighth chapter 
of Paul VI's document on the mission of the nuncio: "Although he is not a member 
of the Conference, he will be present at the opening session of every general 
assembly, except for subsequent participation in other acts of the Conference 

at the invitation of the bishops themselves or at the explicit mandate of the 
Holy See. He will also be informed, in a timely manner, of the assembly agenda 
and will receive a copy of the topics discussed, so as to be apprised of them 
and to convey them to the Holy See." Is this being done in Chile? No, according 
to one source; to the extent that it is said that the nuncio himself, who is 
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usually not invited, recently attended an assembly and read the aforementioned 
document to the bishops. 


The nuncio has a very important role to play with regard to the appointment of 
bishops. As in the case of the appointments in the Armed Forces, the priests 
who are "possible candidates for bishop" enter a "pool," and as the latter 
becomes empty, other names enter. From it emerges the list of three, with 
the proposal to the Vatican, through the nuncio. The latter receives the 

list of three, but he is not obligated to it; he may devise another, even with 
his own candidates. It is presumed that something like this is what happened 
the last time. For example, it is known that Cristian Precht is in that "pool" 
as Cardinal Silva Henriquez' "favorite son." It is believed that he went on 
the list of three for bishops and that it was the nuncio (among others) who 
prevented his appointment. One source commented: "And so long as the nuncio 
has something to say, Precht will not be a bishop." 


It is also known that Monsignor Medina was in that "pool," but that he was 
commissioned by Silva Henriquez to make up the list of three. Moreover, it 

is believed that Monsignor Moreno was proposed by the nuncio. The pope's 
representative is probably wielding a strong influence over the appointments 

of new bishops or vicars that must be named now (three future appointments 

have been mentioned). As QUE PASA was told, after the pope's visit, Vicar Precht 
will leave the Santiago archbishopric. The creator of the Vicariate of Solida- 
rity was about to leave for Colombia for a year after Cardinal Silva Henriquez 
left the archbishopric. Precht is a man very closely associated with Cardinal 
Silva; although he no longer resides with him, they get together weekly at a 
meeting attended by the other zonal vicars appointed by him. 


The Hardest Bone 


Another faction of the Church that the pope will encounter is the Vicariate of 
Solidarity. Few question the need for an agency to oversee respect for human 
rights during years of battle against the PC, wherein abuses have been committed. 
But perhaps to the same extent that this group has gained international prestige, 
it has lost it among its fellow countrymen; an erosion that has affected the 
hierarchy even more, because it does not know what to do with this agency. 
Evidence of this is the fact that the Vicariate is subordinate to Santiago, 

and the Episcopal Conference refused to assume responsibility for it, even at 
times of greater significance. At present, Monsignor Santos does not even 
express an opinion about it. The international recognition has caused this 
institution to procure its own financing for its activities, exceeding the total 
budget of the Archdiocese of Santiago. This would enable it to become indepen- 
dent at any time it so desired or if it viewed the Church backing as endangered. 
For example, this is what the bulletin, "Solidarity," has planned to do, its 
board members having formed a commercial association to publish it in the event 
that the archbishop of Santiago deprived it of sponsorship. The Vicariate's 
problem stems from the fact that its personnel is, for the most part and quite 
obviously, of the left, and of the Marxist left. A glance at its attorneys 
would suffice: Insunza, Zegers, or Hermosilla. One need only remember Jose 
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Manuel Parada (brought down in a process temporarily stayed by Judge Canovas, 
without any convicted persons) who, as 2 professional, began there as a 
driver and ended up as chief of documentation. 


The pope will encounter a hierarchy which has poor relations with the present 
government owing to its politization. And its opposition applies even to the 
details of the planning for the pope's visit. Nevertheless, these poor rela- 
tions are undergoing a period of "hibernation," for two reasons: because the 
pontiff's visit requires many contacts with the government for its planning, 
and because there has apparently been a change in the diagnosis of the political 
situation on the bishops' part. Like it or not, they find themselves affected 
by what occurs in the country. Just as the failure of the social mobilization 
was obvious to the politicians, just as the discovery of the arsenals and the 
attack on the president mobilized the opposition, the same thing has happened 
to the Episcopal Conference. Perhaps part of it is confused, while another 
part does not know what position to assume with a view toward 1989. Should 
they talk about laws, about a plebiscite, about an open election? These are 
questions that not even they are answering. What is obvious is that the 
confrontation with the government was not leading anywhere; hence the telling 
silence. 





The silence is also attributed to the fact that they are united concerning the 
pope's visit, and agree that, when he is here, everything will run smoothly. 
The problem is that John Paul II is looking beyond, and the question is: what 
will happen to this hierarchy afterwards? They claim that it was partly this 
issue that prompted certain bishops to meet in Chillan, a meeting the substance 
of which has not been denied. What will happen to this politization later? 
Will they be willing to withdraw to "their barracks," as they have asked the 
Armed Forces to do? 


In the realm of speculation, there is a wide variety of doubts and opinions; 
and the beginning is being recalled again. It is not the entire Church that 
is politicized; but rather a part of its hierarchy. Account must be taken of 
this. Some claim that the Church is divided regarding temporal matters; and, 
since it is legitimate to have differences in that area, no importance need 
be attached to this. The serious aspect would be if there were doctrinal 
differences. There are some who think that, once normality has been restored 
in our country, many priests will be happy to return to their pastoral work, 
but that there may be a sector incapable of doing so. Power is tempting, and 
it will be difficult for them to be willing to give it up. Others are also 
concerned about the future of the Chilean Church. They claim that, at present, 
the hierarchy is envisioned as being divided, politically; but that doctrinal 
differences have not cropped up because the national situation is the agenda 
now. But these sources think that, during normal periods, the differences 
between a Hourton and a Medina will be even more evident. And, among the 
priests an additiomaldoubt is fitting with regard to those committed to 

that socialist democracy. They will not rest until it has been attained. 


The pope will meet with all these members of the Catholic Church: with the 
laity, rich and poor. The priests wearing Indian sandals and “clerical garb" 
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will hold a special meeting with him. There will also be a meeting with those 
sometimes "rebellious" female religious, at the votive shrine of Maipu. And 
he will hold a private luncheon with that Episcopal Conference. He may perhaps 
repeat to them publicly the notions already familiar to them: identity with 
their priestly, and not secular work; identity with their transcendental, and 
not temporal mission, including the external marks; unity in the Eucharist and 
in the verticality with God, "which starts with not criticizing the sin of 
others, but rather acknowledging one's own sin," as one source remarked. This 
is the unity among them. "It is what will afford them the defense of dignity 
in its true sense; not as now when, in the name of an alleged human dignity, 
the priestly identity and the unity of the faithful are being sacrificed. 

This is what has occurred, for example, in the case of the Vicariate of 
Solidarity." 


Many more things will be said privately, and everything will depend on what 
this pope finds in Chile: a Chile of contrasts, with polemical Catholics and 
politicians, yet faithful, in the end. 
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COLOMBIA 


22 F-2 AGENTS INVOLVED IN DISAPPEARANCE CASES 
Medellin EL COLOMBIANO in Spanish 8 Dec 86 pp 1A-2A 


[Text] Bogota (Colprensa)--Some 4 years after the disappearance of the Acosta 
Rojas and Sanjuan Arevalo brothers, among other people, a copy of a document 
from the Office of the Prosecutor General of the Nation was obtained on 7 
December, according to which 22 officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
agents of the F-2 service were directly implicated in the matter. 


The document was turned over by Carlos Jimenez Gomez, the prosecutor general 
of the nation, when he was still in that position, to Attorney Eduardo Umana 
Mendoza, who made it public on 7 December during the First International 
Conference on Disappearances by Force in Colombia. 


Humberto and Rafael Sanjuan Arevalo, Bernardo Heli and Manuel Acosta Rojas, 
Helmut Garcia Villamizar, and Manuel Guillermo Prado Useche disappeared in 
1982 when the general staff of the F-2 service, commanded by Lt Col Nacin 
Yanime Diaz, was investigating the kidnapping of the Alvarez brothers, the 
children of Jose Jader Alvarez, a narcotics trafficker subsequently extradited 
to the United States. 


The bodies of the three children were found buried in the Gachala Mountains 
(in Cundinamarca Departnent) . 


Because of the disappearance of the six persons mentioned above and of others, 
an investigation was undertaken which resulted in linking them to more than 15 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and agents of the F-2 service. 


Despite this development, as revealed by CINEP, the Office of the Prosecutor 
Delegated to the National Police made no charge against these officers, and 
the case will be affected by the statute of limitations in a few months. 


For its part the Office of the Prosecutor General of the Nation began another 
investigation whose results were not divulged by Umana Mendoza until 7 
December. For his part, Umana Mendoza asserted that Jimenez Gomez asked him 
to keep the documents on file until he abandoned the case. 


The document from the Office of the Prosecutor points out that "sufficient 
evidence" and "serious indications" were found that "personnel of the general 
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staff of the F-2 service of the National Police had been found to be directly 
involved" in the disappearance of these six people. 


The Office of the Prosecutor considered in the report that "penal and 
disciplinary action should be undertaken for violations of the law and the 
regulations, either by acts of commission or omission in the exercise of their 
duties" by 22 officers, non-commissioned officers, and agents. 


The officers involved in the case are: Lt Col Nacin Yanine Diaz, Maj Jorge 
Alipio Vanegas Torres, Maj Ernesto Condia Garzon, Capt Luis Angel Perdomo 
Perdomo, and Lieutenants Miguel Torrado Badillo, Jairo Otalora Duran, Jairo 
Orlando Navarrete Rodriguez, Hernando Rodriguez Murillo, and Jairo Alberto 


The non-commissioned officers involved are: Sergeants Second Class Jose Rafael 
Cobos Silva, Jorge Enrique Ortiza Parrado, Jose Alirio Vasquez Garzon, Jaime 
Heli Colmenares Botero, Carlos Eliecer Ochoa Rojas, and Jairo Alirio Vargas. 


Furthermore, the conducting agents involved are: Henry Espitia Daza, Benedicto 
Lara J., Adrian Villamizar Jaimes, Jesus Dolores Quesada, Iuis Ernesto Suarez 
Ceballo, and Carlos Alberto Reyes. Also involved is Agent Cesar Augusto 
Zarate Rojas. 


The six persons who disappeared were taken away in cars which witnesses 
identified as belonging to the F-2 service, although this organization has 
continued to deny that it has any information on their whereabouts. 


Responsibilities 


The document issued by the Office of the Prosecutor General of the Nation 
points out the specific actions for which the 22 officers involved should be 
tried. 


According to the Prosecutor General, Lt Col Yanine Diaz, who was chief of the 
Directorate of Judicial Police and of Criminal Statistics, which comes under 
DIPEC [Police Intelligence Department], "was responsible for serious errors of 
commission and omission." 


The document states that this officer, according to the statements made by 
Yolanda Sanjuan Arevalo, "is seriously implicated in a specific way in the 
disappearance of Humberto and Rafael Sanjuan Arevalo." Furthermore, "It was 
he who gave instructions and orders and delegated powers to Maj Alipio Vanegas 
Torres." 


According to the document, Maj Vanegas Torres, who was chief of intelligence 
and counterintelligence in DIPEC, "gave orders in the course of the inquiry 
into the kidnapping and murder of the Alvarez boys" and was aware of the 
"actions of his subordinates in carrying out the investigation assigned to 
then." 


According to the Office of the Prosecutor, in this connection Maj Vanegas 
Torres "took part in the disappearance of Helmut Garcia Villamizar. 











"Therefore, he was the officer who, without any reasonable explanation, 
brought Garcia Villamizar's nephew to the office of the Women's Police." 


Garcia's nephew, who accompanied Maj Vanegas Torres at the time of his arrest, 
was found by members of his family in a police station. 


The document also links Maj Ernesto Condia Garzon, chief of the Judicial 
Police of the National Police, who directed activities for the disinterment of 
the bodies of the Alvarez boys. 


"In the view of this commission, Maj Ermesto Condia Garzon was aware of all of 
the details of what took place at the site where the bodies were found, since 
the boots used by Manuel Guillermo Prado Useche and Edgar Helmut Garcia 
Villamizar, who had disappeared, were discovered there," the document points 
out. 


In the same way the document points to Capt Luis Angel Perdomo Perdomo, who 
took part "in the operations carried out on 15, 16, and 17 September 1982, 
when the Acosta Rojas brothers and Helmust Garcia Villamizar were publicly 
arrested." 


Also apparently involved in the arrest of the Acosta Rojas brothers was Lt 
Jairo Otalora Duran, who took them prisoner and led them to the Murcas trail 
and then to cells at DIPEC, according to the Office of the Prosecutor. 


It Miguel Torrado Badillo is stated to have taken part "in the operation on 7 
October, when Bernardo Heli Acosta Rojas was killed under strange 
circumstances." 


According to the Office of the Prosecutor, the non-commissioned officers 
"participated in the same activities as those imputed to the officers referred 
to." Also involved were the conducting agents, some of whom were implicated 
in the trial by the Ninth Criminal Investigation Court and the 51st Military 
Criminal Investigation Court. 


On 7 December Colprensa [Colombian Press Service] sought to speak with Lt Col 
Yanine Diaz, presently an inspector delegate to the National Police, to learm 
his views on the document issued by the Office of the Prosecutor. However, he 
was not in the city. 
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COMPUTER TERMINAL EXPORT GOAIS TO USSR MET 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 7 Nov 86 p 1 
[Article by Roberto Paneque Fonseca] 


[Text] Workers of the Technical Computation Equipment Company (EMOO), located 
in the industrial zone of Lenin Park in Havana, completed their plan for 
exporting video terminals to the Soviet Union on 6 November, when they 
produced Video Display Unit No 2,500. This was an act of homage to the 69th 
anniversary of the great October socialist revolution. 


Ernesto Rodriguez Napoles, secretary of the party unit in the labor 
collective, told GRANMA that the effort made by the EMCO workers is really 
Significant, because the completion of the plan has been systematically 
hampered by a shortage of imported components. To deal with this problem, the 
party had to call on the workers, who responded in a commmist way, putting in 
dozens of hours of voluntary labor. In this production victory the union and 
the WIC also played very active and effective roles. 


At the end of October EMCO had produced merchandise valued at more than 21 
million pesos, which was 5 percent above the 1985 plan, which stood at 20 
million pesos. Prior to 31 December they hope to be able to complete the 1986 
plan, if they receive the components required for production, which is 
earmarked for the domestic market. The production plan for video terminals 
provides for the output of 3,320 units in 1986. 


Pedro Miret, member of the Politburo and vice president of the Council of 
Ministers, symbolically sealed the case which contained Video Display Unit No 
2,500 at a ceremony attended by numerous Soviet specialists who work with the 
Cuban National Institute of Automatized and Technical Systems of Computation 
(INSAC) . 


Also present at the ceremony was Evgeni Zavivalov, economic counselor of the 
USSR Embassy in Cuba; Mikhail Sitnikov, director for Cuba of the ELORG 
Company; Samuel Savariego Capuano, president of INSAC; Esteban Pereira, chief 
of the electronics section of the Central Committee of the party; and other 
officials of the Soviet Commercial Mission. 
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Executives of the INSAC told GRANMA that this company also completed its plan 
for producing CID-300/10 minicomputer systems by turning out 60 sets. They 
hope to overfulfill the plan by producing 12 more sets before the end of 1986. 


The video terminals are peripheral units which are connected to the central 
memory unit of a computer and are equipped with a keyboard (similar to that of 
a typewriter) and a TV monitor. This facilitates communication between the 
operator and the central memory unit. 


Within the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA) Cuba is specializing 
in the production of displays (video terminals) and keyboards, which will 
provide our country with a very important opportunity for future exports to 
the socialist commmnity. 


In a conversation which took place in the produc*ion area of EMCO Pedro Miret, 
Evgeni Zavivalov, Samuel Savariego Capuano, and other Cuban and Soviet leaders 
and officials analyzed the fundamental problems of Cuban-Soviet cooperation in 
order to ensure our future production of keyboards, an effort in which we also 
receive help from other socialist countries, including in particular the 
German Democratic Republic. 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF INDUSTRTAL PROJECTS SERIOUSLY DELAYED 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 12 Nov 86 p 2 
[Article by Orfilio Pelaez] 


[Text] The plan to introduce the scientific and technical achievements of 1986 
has fallen behind significantly. It will take a great effort by the 
responsible organisms to complete planned activities. 


The program contemplates the introduction of 21 achievements in the domestic 
economy, but 12 of these achievements have encountered problems in their 
implementation. 


Although some of these difficulties are objective in character due to the 
limitations of our economy, others have resulted from insufficient 
organization and coordination between the various sectors involved in the 
process. To this may be added the fact that the tasks and resources required 
to implement the introduction of the achievements are not properly supported 
in the technical and economic plans of the organisms involved. 


Another factor which contributes to this situation is the fear by many 
enterprises that their production plans may be unfavorably affected by 
incorporating new technology. The fact is that in any country of the world, 
however developed it may be, any new program requires a period of practical 
adaptation before it can work at a level of 100 percent effectiveness. 


Without trying to prepare a profound analysis in this article of the general 
situation which affects these achievements, we will refer briefly to some of 
those achievements which present the greatest problems in applying then. 


The Production of Stainless Steel Ingots - The Ministry of the Mechanical 
Steel Industry is the responsible organism. Faced with a plan to produce 2,500 
tons of stainless steel ingots per year, it has not been able to produce 
anything, since to produce stainless steel, it is necessary to build a blast 
furnace. The brigade which was building the blast furnace was transferred to 
another priority investment project by decision of the ministry. 


Metalworking Using Cold Laminated Patterns - The responsible organism is the 
Ministry of Construction. Out of 150,000 doorframes and 250,000 windows 
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planned to be produced in 1986 only 10,000 doorframes have been produced, for 
a plan completion rate of only 4 percent. The factory has encountered 
problems with the dies, principally with the machines which produce windows. 


Production of Resinated Oils Using Cuban Coniferous Trees - The responsible 
organism is the Ministry of Agriculture. Under a plan to produce 715.9 tons 
of resinated oil by 30 August only 183.1 tons were turned out, for a 
completion rate of 26 percent. The plan for 1986 is 1,000 tons, and 
production so far amounts to 18 percent. It is estimated that it is 
practically impossible to complete the plan. The fundamental difficulty is 
the shortage of lacquered, 55 gallon drums. 


Shrimp Raising in Ponds - The responsible organism is the Ministry of the 
Fishing Industry. Under a plan to produce 250 tons of shrimp only 25 tons had 
been turned out by 30 August, for a completion rate of 10 percent. By the end 
of December it is calculated that production for the year will reach about 50 
tons. The principal problems involve considerable delays in completing 
investment projects for which the Ministry of Construction is responsible in 
Manzanillo and Santa Cruz del Sur. 


Substitution of A-30 for A-40 Steel - The responsible organizations are the 
SIME [Steelmaking Industry] and the Ministry of Construction. The production 
of 40,000 tons of this item per year had been planned. The Antilles Steel 
Company has supplied the Ministry of Construction with 10,000 tons. The plan 
is not being fulfilled because what SIME produces is not the stock which the 
Ministry of Construction needs for its projects. 


For the country the implementation of these projects means saving materials, 
substituting for imports, and obtaining foreign exchange through exports, as 
in the cases of the shrimp and the resinous oil, where the possibilities are 
very extensive. 


Hence the need for all forces involved in the program to introduce these 
achievements to join forces to eliminate delays and provide an adequate 
solution for existing organizational problems. Our plans for scientific and 
technical development require this. 
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"HISTORIC' WINTER RICE CROP STILL NOT MEETING DOMESTIC DEMAND 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 8 Nov 86 p 3 
[Article by Raisa Pages] 


[Text] With the harvest now completed in almost half of the area sown to the 
winter rice crop in 1974, the same amount of rice has been produced from the 
winter rice crop of 1986, through an increase in production per unit. 

The rice harvest of the first growing season of 1986--which is called the 
winter rice crop since that is when the harvest takes place——amounted to more 
than 3.727 million quintals (in terms of unhusked rice and including 
moisture). 


Historically, this level of production has only been surpassed by the 
winter rice harvest of 1974. Nevertheless, when the area planted is 
considered, it appears that, in order to achieve the 1974 level of rice 
production, a total of 4,784 caballerias were sown. For the 1986 winter rice 
crop the land sown was almost half as much: about 2,549 caballerias. 


The average production per unit sown to rice for the 1986 winter crop was the 
highest in history: 1,462 quintals per caballeria. (This calculation includes 
production by cooperatives and small farmers, who provide 10 percent of total 
national output of rice.) 


If we compare these results with the 1974 winter rice harvest, we may observe 
the following: in 1974 we produced 783 quintals of unhusked rice per 
caballeria. In the 1986 winter rice harvest we obtained almost twice as much 
rice per unit, or 1,462 quintals of unhusked rice per caballeria. 


At present the rice companies--which account for 90 percent of national rice 
production--and the small farmer sector are involved in harvesting rice from 
the spring crop, for which a little more than 8,000 caballerias were planted. 
This figure is in accordance with available water and land. To develop this 
figur2 we deducted the planted area in Pinar del Rio Province, which was lost 
due tc a shortage of water (more than 300 caballerias in all). 


Almost 48 percent of the 1986 spring harvest has been brought in from the area 
sown. This is the last harvest season in 1986, taking into account the fact 
that the rice production year is divided into two stages determined by when 














the land is seeded (the winter and spring crop). The production reported up 
to now are above the levels initially calculated. The final evaluation of the 
harvest will be completed in January 1987, when the annual rice production 
year ends. 


Our production still does not meet the needs of our people. Although 
production increases year after year, the country has to import rice to meet 
the needs of the distribution program planned by the state and the quantities 
of rice handled by the parallel market, where demand is always growing, due to 
the consumption habits of the Cuban people. This requires that we obtain more 
rice through purchases abroad. 
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BRIEFS 


CADRE POLICY BOOK PUBLISHED-——An important book, published by Editora Politica 
[Political Publishing House], will be very useful for leaders who must apply 
the cadre policy approved by the party in their respective work areas. The 
book is important both for its theoretical concepts as well as for its impact 
on practical work. Called a "Selection of political, juridical, and reference 
documents on politics and work for cadres," it is already in the hands of the 
organisms of the central administration of the state and local organs of the 
people's government, in quantities sufficient to deliver copies to basic 
leadership cadres in every state entity. In addition to the thesis approved 
by the First Party Congress on cadre policy, which is still in effect, this 
book contains other party documents in which the political lines in this 
regard have been set down. It also includes the different legal texts which 
regulate state leadership activity from the juridical point of view; the 
article, "The Cadre, Backbone of the Revolution," by the unforgetable "Heroic 
Guerrilla" [an apparent reference to Che Guevara]; and selections of speeches 
by party leaders on this subject, among other material. The objective of this 
edition is to contribute to undertaking a necessary effort which cannot be 
postponed: making cadre policy a priority task of the party. [Text] [Havana 
GRANMA in Spanish 15 Nov 86 p 3] 5170 
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EL SALVADOR 


TAX BURDEN OF MIDDLE CLASS CALLED 'INORDINATE' 
San Salvador EL MUNDO in Spanish 4 Feb 87 p 6 
[Editorial: "The Tax Problem" ] 


[Text ] It is impossible to avoid addressing the issue, inasmuch as in spite 
of everything that has been said, nowhere do we see the serious, specific 
answer that the victims of the tax reform, known as the "second economic 
package," are hoping for. No mass medium can turn a deaf ear to the voices 
that are hoping and praying that the government comes out and says, for 
example, that it is suspending all the laws that call for new taxes and_ that 
have created a climate of uneasiness and great concern throughout the country. 


Almost all of the many letters that the mass media are receiving concern’ the 
government's tax package, describing it as another blow that will have an 
"exasperating" impact on the lives of thousands of families, including those 
in the so-called lower middle class, "whom the government is trying to protect 
and encourage to become a major force in the country's economic and_ social 
development." Among the letters that we have received this week (and there 
are too many to include excerpts or even mention names), several outline the 
situation facing private sector employees and government officials earning up 
to 60,000 colones a year. They say that according to the tax table in the 
reform or the Income Tax Law, 2 months of their yearly salaries go to the 
Treasury, because their tax bills come to or exceed 10,000 colones. One 
correspondent says that withholding used to be enough but that this time it 
barely covers half the tax owed and he will somehow have to make up _ the 
difference, which he puts at 4,000 or 5,000 colones. "Does the president 
realize what it means when we have to look to no avail for a loan at 21 
percent interest to pay our income taxes?" he asks. 


There are countless such cases in which the affected families are prepared to 
submit a complete list of their expenses. "Thus," the correspondents say, "if 
this does not mean eliminating a family's scant disposable income and causing 
it terrible misfortune, nothing else does, because it will turn 12 salary 
installments into 10, with the other 2 already spent, and force the head of 
household to go ‘up to his ears’ in debt to make income tax payments." 
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We believe that the president, and we are not saying the government because he 
is the only person who can make the tax experts and advisers understand what 
is really happening, will not delay in seeking a just solution to the problem. 
The point is to get to the heart of the matter and not to assume that salaries 
that used to enable families even to save are now enough to feed, clothe, 
educate and provide health care for their members. 


8743 
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EL SALVADOR 


COFFEE GROWERS SEEK TAX EXEMPTION 
San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 4 Feb 87 pp 7, 34 


[Text] Coffee growers from the country's three zones are asking the 
government to exempt their union from taxes this year, just as it has done 
with ranchers. 


Mr Manuel Telles, a coffee grower from the western zone, indicates that coffee 
growers are also entitled to a tax exemption because, like ranchers, they are 
going through tough times. 


He notes that last year, the 1985-1986 harvest, coffee growers paid $53.25, of 
the $200 that INCAFE allegedly charged, in export taxes on each quintal of 
green coffee. 


In addition, Mr Telles adds, they paid $30 a quintal of green coffee in 
emergency taxes. The total comes to $53.25, which multiplied by 5 gives 416 
colones per quintal of green coffee produced. Furthermore, INCAFE gets 20 
colones per quintal of green coffee for "coffee handling.” 


He goes on to say that by adding the 416 colones in taxes to the 400 colones 
that are paid to the growers, we see that a quintal of green coffee was’ sold 
for 836 colones and that the grower received only 47.84 percent, while the 
government, through INCAFE and taxes, took in 52.16 percent. This is 
obviously unfair, he says. 


Manuel Telles adds that from the 400 colones that are paid to growers we have 
to subtract production costs, debts, outstanding balances caused by INCAFE 
speculation and interest owed to banks. In other words, very little or 
nothing is left over for the grower from the previous coffee harvest. 


He goes on to say that coffee growers also had to pay the road tax and the 
agricultural property tax. 


This year, he notes, the price of coffee has dropped sharply on the _ world 
market and thus the OIC [International Coffee Organization] has had to 
reestablish the quota system to correct somewhat for the low price. Hence, 
the future looks bleak for coffee growers. 
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"Footing the Bill for the Party" 


In spite of the bleak outlook, however, Mr Telles says that the government 
wants to punish coffee growers by burdening them with even more taxes, such as 
the "war tax" and a higher road tax, which has had its name changed to 
"capital tax." 


He contends that the government should think things over and realize that 
coffee growers cannot endure more taxes and such low domestic prices for their 
product, inasmuch as they are and always have been "footing the bill for the 
party, and if they are eliminated, we won't have any more parties or guests," 
he cautions. 


Another Appeal 


Manuel Telles says that if the government really wants to revive coffee 
growing, it has to give incentives to growers, not load them down with heavy 
burdens that only discourage then. 


Therefore, he indicates, the government has to change its course and exempt 
coffee growers from the "war tax," the capital tax and the 10 percent tax on 
excess coffee profits (of which there are none and were none last year), 
because they already give the State enough money through the coffee export 
tax. 


8743 
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EL, SALVADOR 


SCHOOL ENROLLMENT DOWN SHARPLY 
San Salvador EL MUNDO in Spanish 4 Feb 87 p 2 
[Article by Rene Hurtado] 


[Text] School enrollment has declined 50 percent in the southern area of the 
city, especially in the San Esteban, La Vega, San Jacinto and Santa Anita 
neighborhoods and in the America district, owing to the total destruction of 
homes and school buildings by the earthquake on 10 October of last year. 


The reason for this development, which the Education Ministry is looking into, 
is that many families that used to reside in those densely populated areas 
lost their homes and have moved primarily to the outskirts of the capital, 
where the new schools will have to be built. According to the government, the 


Metropolitan Reconstruction Committee (CREM) will be in charge of completing 
the construction as soon as possible. At present, the Education Ministry has 


put schools on 3-day alternating shifts so that an academic year will not be 
lost at the schools whose buildings were totally destroyed by the earthquake. 


Several schools that were lightly damaged and in which up to three schools are 
operating on shifts have seen their enrollment drop from some 500 last year to 
250 or 300 this year. Several teachers have indicated that their principals 
have told them that "because of the low enrollment, some teachers will have to 
be transferred to other schools, and the two or three sections in certain 
schools will have to be combined into one." 


The Education Ministry reports that 162 school buildings in the metropolitan 
area were completely or partly destroyed by the earthquake and have ordered 
short- and medium-term emergency measures to deal with the problem. 


The academic year began officially on Monday 9 February at all_ schools 
throughout the country. This week teachers are registering students and 
acclimating themselves to the schools to which they have been _ transferred. 
They are also talking with parents and explaining to them the measures’ that 
the Education Ministry has taken. 
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Some parents have complained about the damage to school buildings and the long 
distances that their children have to travel, especially their youngest 
children, who could be exposed to serious danger. In this regard, teachers 
are recommending that mothers or fathers devote some time to their children 
and take them to and from school. 


8743 
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MEXICO 


THIRD WORLD THEOLOGIANS MEET IN OAXTEPEC, MEXICO CITY 
Frei Betto Address Interrupted 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 9 Dec 86 p 3 


[Article by Teresa Gil ]} 


[Text] Groups labeled by the Catholic Church itself as extreme rightists 
tried to prevent Dominican priest Frei Betto from speaking as he addressed an 
audience of more than 2,000 people to explain the political essence of 
Liberation Theology. Just as he was pointing out the difference between 
the Church's concepts and his understanding of politics, the Brazilian was 
interrupted by shouts and voices calling in unison: "John Paul II!" There 
were moments when violence was feared. 


Frei Betto explained to the press later that the aggressors are undoubtedly 
"fascists, arrogant people who are using the Church." Moments before, the 
communications spokesman of the Episcopate, talking to this reporter, had 
denied any responsibility for the matter, and condemned any type of violence. 
Francisco Ramirez Meza stated that the Mexican clergy may not agree with the 
third world theologians on some points, but it respects their right to be 
heard. 


Betto said that the work of liberation theologians is carried out within the 
structures of the Church itself, and that there is no reason why they should 
be attacked in this manner, It is an inalienable right for people to express 
themselves, he emphasized. He explained that his is not a schismatic faction. 
"We do not want to create another Church," he added. "We love this one, and 
we are working for it.” He cited the example of Boff, who was punished with a 
year of silence, and yet accepted the penalty because, as he said, "I love the 
Church more than my ideology." 


Before a full house, as hundreds more people outside shouted that they wanted 
to get into the hall (despite the 200-peso donation required for admittance), 
theologians from South Africa, the Philippines, and Korea explained the 
context in which their religious struggle is taking place, generally under 
attack by dominant groups and repressive governments. 
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From the time the South African delegation began speaking, the shouts could be 
heard in the auditorium; but when Frei Betto spoke, the protesters, youths 
between 18 and 20 years of age, began to shout so loud that the theologian 
could not be heard. Within that context, and with great difficulty, Betto 
warned that faith should not be limited to mere political problems, and 
explained that ideology cannot replace theology. 


He added that the faction to which he belongs is trying to save social 
practices for political purposes and facts, so that they can be placed ina 
context of liberation. As the groups of provocateurs who remained at the back 
of the auditorium continued shouting the name of John Paul II, the theologian 
stood up and asked for silence. At that moment, the atmosphere heated up as 
the rest of the audience began to demand that the intruders leave. ‘here were 
times when it appeared that the conference was about to end. Betto appealed 
for good sense, reading a verse from the Bible, and the followers of 
Liberation Theology broke into applause. 


According to some of the youths who were shouting, who refused to give their 
names, "we were sent from our parishes." The organizers of the event called 
their actions violent and fascist, and blamed the young people of the MURO for 
such behavior. Inside the auditorium, there was no police force or official 
surveillance at all. At the exit, Frei Betto was surrounded by the organizers 
so that he could be taken to where the press was waiting for him, while the 
aggressors met in the patio of the University Cultural Center (CUC) where the 
event was taking place. There they shouted, "Catholic Mexico! Catholic 
Mexico!" 


At the press conference the Dominican priest, calmed down by this time, stated 
that he has confronted many kinds of aggression and repression, and that this 
was one of them. But it does not matter, he said: "I am willing to go on." 


Speaking about the situation in Latin America, he indicated that despite 
changes in some governments, the oppression continues. He cited his own 
country, where the huge foreign debt has harmed many victims of poverty and 
injustice. In spite of the liberalism that can be observed, the situation of 
neocolonialism has been reinforced, he declared. 


He spoke of a theology whose centerpiece is the struggle and tribulations of 
the poor. This theology, he said, goes to the root of the problem and seeks 
the liberation of mankind. [listory has shown, he said, that religion has been 
the opiate of the masses, but with this theoloyy in Latin America, religion 
has ceased to be that and has become a form of liberation. 


Resurgent 'Neoconservatism'’ Cited 
Mexico City LA JORNADA in Spanish 9 Dec 86 p 8 


[Text] Oaxtepec, Morelos, 8 December--The resurgence of neoconservatism 
within churches—-primarily the Catholic church-——by means of a new wave of 
repressive control was denounced here today in the opening report of the 
Second Assembly of the Ecumenical Association of Third World Theologians. 











Virginia Fabella, a Filipina nun who belongs to the Maryknoll order and is 
executive secretary of this association, added when the report was read that 
in the last 5 years, things have been particularly difficult for third world 


countries because the industrialized nations have regained control of the 
international situation. 


She also said at a meeting behind closed doors that in the political sphere, 
the majority of underdeveloped countries are experiencing a situation of 
violence and repression, while in the economic-social sphere, she noted, there 
are situations of poverty and oppression as well as the enormous burden of 
huge foreign debts and neocolonial domination. 


To be a Christian and a theologian in many third world countries "is not 
easy," because the activities of the grassroots church communities are viewed 
as "suspect." For this reason, they have been censured in many of these 
nations, she said. 


The Ecumenical Association of Third World Theologians (AETTM) was founded in 
August 1976 in Tanzania by 21 third world theologians, one of them from the 
black minority in the United States, as a result of various ecumenical 
initiatives and meetings. The original idea was developed by a Zairian 
theology student, Oscar Binwenyi, who thought of holding a meeting of all 
theologians of the third world. 


By the end of this gathering, it is hoped that decisions will be made on the 
future of third world theology and the prophetic liberating role of 
theologians from Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 


The meeting is being attended by 70 theologians who "have strengthened the 
tricontinental theological dialogue from a liberation perspective." 


Apology Offered by Bishop Ruiz 


Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 10 Dec 86 p 7 


[Text] Oaxtepec, Morelos, 9 December--Bishop Samuel Ruiz stated here today 
that judging by the characteristics of the groups that attacked Frei Betto and 
other theologians Monday night, "these are not people of the Church; we would 
have to look at the social extraction behind them." The leader of the Church 
of San Cristobal de las Casas apologized as a Mexican bishop for the verbal 
abuse suffered in this country by the exponents of Liberation Theology, 
especially Betto. 


The delegation from the Ibero-American University, whose school of theology 
was one of the organizers of the meeting, stated for its part that the 
hierarchy of the Church recognizes and respects the meeting. There is no 
obstacle to it, the delegation explained, because it is ecumenical. The fact 
that Catholic bishops have been invited shows how serious and profound the 
issues are, it stated. 


The spokeman for the Fpiscopate, Francisco Ramirez Meza, in turn reiterated 
his respect for the work of third world theologians, and called upon those who 
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do not agree with these theologians to act prudently and not use violent 
methods when things can be cleared up through dialogue. 


The nature of this agression was remarked upon at the meeting, and warnings 
were issued about the upcoming appearances of theologian Gustavo Gutierrez 
(who is expected today) and Leonardo Boff. Ruiz stated that this extremism 
can be seen in all religious, political, and social spheres. 


Along other lines, it was noted that the only representative of Mexican women, 
Elsa Tamez, warned about the development of this controversial trend in the 
area of women's issues, because only this meeting and another preliminary 
meeting were held here. 


South African Chicane Speaks 


Lima EL NACIONAL in Spanish 10 Dec 86 p 19 


[Text] Mexico, 9 December (AFP)--A meeting of third world theologians held 
last night in the Mexican capital lent clear support to the concepts of a 
theology that puts churches alongside the oppressed, struggles for a world of 
fraternity and justice, and commits itself to the liberation of peoples. 


"If theology is not liberating, it is the opiate of the peoples and the 
idleness of the bourgeoisie," said Brazilian theologian Frei Betto in his 
speech on religion and political commitment. He went on to receive a 5~-minute 


ovation from the 4,000 people jammed into an auditorium with a capacity of 
just 700, 


Along wit: Betto, South African Frank Chicane and Filipina Mary John Mananzan 
participated in a round table discussion. The occasion was the Second 
Assembly of the Ecumenical Association of Third World Theologians, which began 
yesterday on the outskirts of Mexico City. 


Betto, who feels that "not only is a new belief being established, but a new 
way of acting, of living, of opting for the poor," was interrupted several 
times by about 100 youths shouting "John Paul II, the whole world loves you!" 
and "Take your faith and go to Cuba!" Chicane, for his part, detailed the 
living conditions of blacks in South Africa, and recalled that "we received a 
Church of oppression that gave us an oppressive theology, that sees everything 
from the viewpoint of the rich and powerful." 


Plight of Poor Cited by Gutierrez 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 11 Dec 86 page numbers lost 
[Article by Guillermo Garcia] 
[Text] The founder of Liberation Theology, Peruvian Gustavo Gutierrez, 
asserted yesterday that this controversial school of Catholic thought "is not 


engraved in stone," but is the consequence of the history and the present of 
Latin America, where social differences and poverty are growing constantly 


70 











worse, It is getting to the point that they will become a "profoundly inhuman 
reality," he said. 


The author of "Towards a Theology of Liberation," which in 1969 marked the 
beginning of a new religious practice in Latin America (primarily), spoke last 
night on the subject "Liberation Theology and the Economic Crisis" at the 
ecumenical meeting of theologians that is taking place simultaneously in 
Oaxtepec, Morelos, and the University Cultural Center (CUC) of the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico. 


Gutierrez, who aroused a great deal of interest among Mexican religious, 
theologians, and sociologists, spoke for 45 minutes in a jampacked auditorium 
subject to strict security measures against incidents that might endanger him 
physically. Last Monday, an unidentified group interrupted the lecture of 
another liberation theologist, Frei Betto. 


Gutierrez' lecture proceeded in an orderly fashion, and the only disturbance 
came when a man shouted "Glory to God!" just as the Peruvian was warning of 
the need for theology and Latin American religious not to become the 
"inopportune consuls" of the poor. 

The Dominican theologian, who also wrote "The Historical Force of the Poor," 
"Speaking of God from the Suffering of the Innocent," and "The Truth Will Set 
You Free," stated that poverty does not just mean physical death "from hunger, 
from poor health, from repression by those who are defending an order that 
benefits a privileged few and oppresses the majority" in Latin America. 


"Poverty also means death in various aspects or levels: cultural death, tor 
example, when a race is looked down upon and when being a member of that race 
means being a second-class citizen," stated Gutierrez at the CUC. 


But "it is not enough to describe poverty; we must go to the causes that lead 
up to it," indicated the Peruvian, referring to the episcopal conferences of 
Medellin, Colombia, and Puebla. 


That is why, he explained, Liberation Theology has asked “how to announce the 
God of life in a situation characterized by poverty and (physical and 
cultural) death." In view of this situation, he said, the "preferential 
option for the poor" has been revived as one of the main principles of those 
who support and practice Liberation Theology. 


In a dissertation full of irony and jokes, Gutierrez stated that the reason 
one should know God is poverty, and that "they will not remove us from this 
option." 


Prophetic Language 


Gutierrez also asserted that "in the last few years in Latin America a 
prophetic language has emerged as we talk about God; that is, a language that 
takes seriously dehumanization and social and economic injustice, a language 
that recognizes that the gospel is subject to severe demands there, and that 
that is where our faith goes.” 
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"It is a prophetic language because one speaks in the name of God and because 
in so doiny, one takes into account the situation of the people history 
consigns to last place, the insignificant, the poor," he added. 


In speaking about the Latin American economic crisis, the Lima theologian 
warned of the danger that Latin Americans may lose their sense of shock at 


dehumanization and injustice at a time when the gaps are widening in the 
region. 


And in reference to the criticism levied against Liberation Theology by 
various high-ranking officials of the Catholic Church during the last 1/7 
years, Gutierrez stated that "I am embarrassed to talk about my problems as a 
theologian, because those who must really face serious problems are the poor 
of my people when they try to put bread on the table." 


"Don't think we (liberation theoloyists) are the victims, because the real 
victims are the poor," he emphasized. 


On the third day of the ecumenical gathering, other participants were 
representatives of Nicaragua (Carlos Arguello), the Philippines (Carlos 
Abesamis), and Malawi (Patrick Kalilombe). Basically, they discussed the 
social and economic situations of their own countries. 


Boff Justifies Views on Church Role 
Mexico City LA JORNADA in Spanish 13, 14, 15, 16 Dec 86 


[Interview with Leonardo Boff by Miguel Concha; date, time, and place not 
given | 


[13 Dec 86 pp 22, 32] 


[Text] The Virgin of Guadalupe is a symbol of how the evangelization of Latin 
America should be: It should not be Europeanizing, white, dominating, 
colonizing, but rather incarnating, embracing the people in their struggles, 
and embodying the female dimension of divinity, because that is what Nahuatl 
culture was like. 


Leonardo Boff, one of the most eminent liberation theologians who is noted for 
his work in the grassroots church communities, stated the above during an 
extensive interview with LA JORNADA, 


Boff became the protagonist of one of the most controversial cases in recent 
years when his works were interdicted by the Sacred Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, and he was given a penitence of silence. He spoke of 
the Virgin of Guadalupe in this first part of the interview. 


[Question] Leonardo, we know that tonight you are going to celebrate mass in 
the Basilica of Guadalupe with great enthusiasm, a mass in which the people 
will participate with their dance and music. What does the Virgin of 
Guadalupe mean to you? 








[Answer] I have a great deal of affection for the Virgin of Guadalupe for two 
reasons: first, because I see that she poses a challenge that we Christians 
have not taken seriously or accepted entirely: that the Virgin of Guadalupe 
is the manifestation and embodiment of Nahuatl culture, the symbols ot the 
Nahuatl] woman, the sun and the moon of Nahuatl-Aztec culture. She has the 
face of the Mexican Mestizo, and appears not in the center or at the foot, but 
rather on the periphery. She asks the bishop to help build a center, a 
temple, with which she wants to show all her love for those who are suffering, 
those who are poor. The Virgin of Guadalupe is a symbol of what the 
evangelization of Latin America should be like. Not Europeanizing, white, 
dominating, colonizing, but incarnating, embracing the people who are 
struggling, and embodying the female dimension of divinity, because that is 
the way Nahuatl culture was. My second reason is very personal, because it 
was the inspiration for one of the books that 1 hold dearest, a prophetic 
book, I believe, titled "The Maternal Face of God." It talks about God as 
mother. I intuited the Virgin of Guadalupe here, and I asked the people who 
were there, "Brother, do you adore the Virgin?" And they would say, 
"Father"--I was wearing a priest's cassock--"how can I not adore the Virgin?" 
So I was there, and one day I was lucky enough to arrive at one in the 
afternoon. No one was there, and I spent a haJf-hour in front of the picture 
of the Virgin of Guadalupe, and there I had that inspiration to write an 
entire theological reflection on God as mother. I got the idea that the Holy 
Spirit is the incarnation that the Virgin accepted, the divine spirit over the 
Virgin that descended upon her. And from that marriage between the spirit and 
the Virgin Jesus was born, out of the womb of the Virgin. It is the pregnant 
woman as the symbol of the pregnant Nahuatl woman. So I was saying that the 
people adore the Virgin, and that is very true, because anthropologically 
speaking, mother and child are the totality. People adore the child who is 
there, but they adore the temple of that child, the sacrarium that is the 
Virgin, which encompasses all that. The idea came to me: At one point in 
history, a woman is the center of everything, because at that moment of 
incarnation the Holy Spirit is in the Virgin, dancing on her, within her, and 
at the same time the eternal son incarnated in Mary is there; the two divine 
persons are there, and I understood what that means, what the centuries-old 
tradition is: The Virgin is the temple of divinity, the sacrarium of the 
spirit. I said no, here is the Virgin mother, and therefore, by analogy, just 
as the eternal son was incarnated in Jesus, the Holy Spirit assumed the Virgin 
Mary. So, we have God in the male form of Jesus, and we have God in the 
female form of Mary. Mary and Jesus are together, and they constitute the 
revelation of the ineffable face of the father. I intuited that here with the 
Virgin of Guadalupe; with an inspiration from God I began writing one of my 
most popular books, "The Maternal Face of God." Afterwards, I went into a 
little more detail with a comment on the Ave Maria. 


[Question] Do you remember more or less what year that was? 


[Answer] ‘‘hat was on the occasion of the theologians' meeting in 1975; yes, 
the liberal meeting, the first Latin American congress of Liberation Theology. 
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[14 Dec 86 p 10] 


[Text] [Question] Leonardo, in many of your writings you have stated that at 
least since 1959, a new way of life has emerged for the Church in Latin 
America, a new form of internal] Church organization, a new way of relating to 
society. In a few direct words, can you sum up your thoughts in this regard? 


[Answer] Beginning in the 1960s, individuals of the people, students, who 
worked on the workers’ pastoral, on the university pastoral, who were working 
with the Indians--at least in my country--began to become more and more 
prominent within the Church. These people have gotten the bishops involved, 
and have tried to stop and reflect on the pastoral and social practices they 
were engaging in. In other words, it has been the Christians, particularly 
the laymen, who have helped the Church undergo a change: from a more societal 
Church in line with the powers of this world, to a Church that moved farther 
and farther away from its traditional and historical social position toward a 
position among the people where conflicts take place, where life is played 
out, and where a justice that has historically been denied must be built. 


I believe that for the last 20 years or more, the important thing has not been 
so much that the upper echelons of the Church have discovered this world of 
the poor, but rather that the poor have occupied the Church more and more; 
that they have evangelized priests, theologians, and religious; that they have 
converted bishops, who went from ecclesiastical authorities to prophets and 
pastors of their people; and that gradualiy, in a process that is still 
underway, they have managed to change the face of the Church. Now it is a 
more people-oriented, more participative Church, a Church that feels the 
problems of the people and tries to carry out its pastoral duties on the basis 
of those problems, with liberetion as a watchword. 


[Question] Leonardo, you have also posited in your writings a new way for the 
Church to relate to the state and to political power. Can you explain to us 
what that consists of? 


[Answer] That new way of relating shows how it has changed, and we compare it 
to the classic way. The classic and traditional way was the following: The 
Church related to the state so that together they could relate to the people. 
The Church was then part of the historically dominant bloc, and from that 
position it had paternalistic, assistance-oriented relations with the people. 
The new way is the following: The Church relates directly to the people, or 
in other words, it creates the conditions for the people to enter the Church 
and to feel that they are God's people. The Church, together with those 
people, relates to the state by demanding that it do all it should for the 
people: take on more democratic dimensions, concentrate more on the interests 
of the people than on those of national capital in conjunction with 
transnational capital. I believe that this new relationship is profoundly 
different, because the Church's ally is not the state, the Church's ally is 
the people, and it judges the state on the basis of whether it has good or had 
relations with the people. And this is what I perceive as the great 
innovation: Some bishops now refuse to be middlemen between the state and the 
people when there are strikes or popular problems. Rather, they take sides 
with the people and help them to formulate their problems better. And if they 
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do negotiate with the authorities, it is as representatives of the people, 
making it clear at all times that they stand for the people's cause and demand 
that the state become more democratic and popular. 


[Question] Leonardo, why do you think these new ideas have a solid grounding 
in the Bible and in Christian tradition? 


[Answer] The Bible has a very coherent concept of power. It accepts power 
only to the extent that it is a means to justice and transformation for the 
benefit of the poor. Beyond that framework, power is domination, and it is 
seen as something satanic. For the prophets, the criterion for determining 
whether a state or government or king was good was the way they treated the 
poor. With that criterion we can say that practically all Latin American 
governments-——and here I would cite Nicaragua and Cuba as exceptions-—~are bad 
because they exclude the poor and make their pain and suffering grow. These 
are governments that are instituted and exercise their power in terms of 
meeting the needs and carrying out the plans of the dominant classes. On the 
other hand, the healthiest Christian tradition of the Church, that of the 
first few centuries, is a tradition of prophesy and martyrdom confronting 
imperialist power. This Church says that politics is important, and 
everything is political, but politics is not everything. For that reason, all 
absolutism on the part of the state leads to tyranny and to a social sin, 
because it tries to take the place of God. This is why the Church opposed al] 
tyrannies in the first few centuries. Later on the Church itself became a 
feudal and monarchical political power, with a Pope who had armies’ And he 
exercised that power as other profane powers do, in the service of private 
interests. 


In this regard, the tradition of the Church is very ambiguous, and it can be 
invoked by one side and another. But the great tradition of the initial 
centuries, the tradition of this century, particularly after Leo XIII, is that 
of a church that does not seek power, that uses its moral and historic powell 
to the benefit of major world causes, such as human rights (particularly the 
rights of the great poor majorities), world peace, and the denunciation of 
unjust international relations. 


In this sense, I think that the Church is today a forum for criticism of 
authoritarian and arbitrary powers, and on a broader scale, it can be 
considered an ally of the poor and the oppressed. 


[15 December 86 p 8] 


[Text] "We theologians may make mistakes, but we must prevent the bishops 
from making mistakes; it is better for us to be wrong," asserts theologian 
Leonardo Boff. Here is the third part of the interview: 


[Question] Do you think, Leonardo, that the Vatican II Fcumenical Council 
represented, from that theological standpoint, a real return to the sources of 
Christianity? 


[Answer] I believe that Vatican Il was rather an adaptation of the Church to 
the modern world. It evidently did so on the basis of the inspirations drawn 











from the great tradition of evangelism, but the concern of the Church of 
Vatican II was how to deal with modern man, critical man, the man of science 
and technology. And in that respect, the Council very bravely shifted the 
Church toward the world and made its mission one of transformation and 
justice. It recognized that the world is also the location of the Kingdom of 
God, the meeting ground of people who are saved or lost. And for this reason, 
it gives theological value to the world. ‘The world is not simply secular. 
The world has its autonomy, but it is also the creation of God and the site of 
the realization of God's grace. 


On the other hand, Vatican II has not identified themes; it has not yet been 
in an ideological or theological position to formulate the world's problem of 
poverty and justice, which is the theme of the third world. For this reason, 
1 believe that along with Vatican II, we must think of Medellin, and more 
recently, Puebla. Because Medellin updated Vatican II to include the 
conditions of poor countries, and it was discovered there that the Church is 
not simply in the world. The Church must be in the sub-world and in the non- 
world. It is there that men, the vast majority of humanity, die before their 
time, do not enjoy decent living conditions, and live under regimes of 
violence and injustice. Within this situation, the Church's mission is 
clearly a mission of prophesy and denunciation, with the consequences that 
result from that, such as persecution, the distortion of its words, and even 
martyrdom. At the same time, its mission is to be an instrument of 
liberation, a place where liberty can be experienced and Christians can 
experience liberty. 


[Question] Why, then, Leonardo, is there resistance, tension, and conflict 
with some sectors of the upper church hierarchy? 


[Answer] The Church as an institution is a historic body that bears all the 
contradictions and advancements of its historic trajectory. That is why there 
are strata in the Church that are still allied with the dominant classes, that 
have a liturgy suited to a Church more oriented toward the powerful, that have 
a more elitist discourse that is more in line with the dominant culture, the 
culture that went through the university. And for this reason, those groups 
of Christians, whose good will I recognize, are living not within our times 
but within structures that are truly outdated, even though they are still in 
effect and still survive. But they do not offer hope or a message for the man 
of today; they are copiers of messages that have already been delivered, 
messages that made sense at one time and still survive, but no longer contain 
a new way to embody the gospel, to give meaning to human existence. In this 
regard, I believe that these peole should be understood historically, just as 
we tolerate other social and political institutions which are in that same 
space. We tolerate those Christians, but we recognize that the larger meaning 
of the Church does not lie with them. Nor does evangelization, which neans 
producing good news, new hope for the men of today. 


[Question] Do you feel, Leonardo, that the Vatican is now gaining a better 
understanding of this experience and this theology? 


[Answer] The Vatican is an extremely complex body, because it must maintain 
the unity of the Church, which extends across all continents and covers many 
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different cultures. For this reason, the Vatican has a lot of different 
policies. One policy for the military, dictatorial regimes like Finochet's. 
Another for Nicaragua, which is a revolutionary regime. Another for 
democratic governments, like that of the United States. Another for regimes 
in transition, as in Africa or Asia. So it is very difficult t« say what the 
Roman policy is, and I think Rome is very adept at not wasting its energies, 
at combining forces, and sometimes at maintaining a presence at the expense of 
compromises that do not always have evangelical transparency. But I believe 
the Vatican is becoming more and more aware that the historic institutional 
meaning of Christianity includes the third world. 


By the year 2000, 52 percent of all Catholics wil] be in Latin America. And 
the Vatican, which is intelligent, because it is the oldest institution in the 
West, realizes that and will have to treat Latin America very gently. It will 
have to figure out how to lead millions of parishioners without being worn 
down, and how to encourage the new forces of tl 2 Church that can relate to the 
emerging historic subjects, the blacks, the indians, the poor, organized in 
such a way that the culture that is developing will have Christian 
cooperation, or rather participation, from its very birth. 


I think that the most intelligent and most able institutions in Rome are 
beginning to understand that, and that is why they have not obtained--and do 
not want to obtain---a condemnation of the most progressive groups in the 
Church, precisely those who have met the challenge and are bravely responding 
to it with appropriate solutions. 


[Question] What attitude do you think Catholics should take with respect to 
the tensions that are evident within their Church today? 


[Answer] I think Christians should be very clear politically. They should 
realize what societal or Church program is at stake in these conflicts. And 
they should be very clear theoretically. A Church that is open to the people, 
an ecumenical Church, a Church that accepts its social mission. A church that 
in a context of oppression should be liberating. Otherwise, this is not the 
Church of Christ. They must have clear theological, and even political, ideas 
about what the program of the Church and society is. And they must know how 
to deal with conflicts, to join forces, to see at all times where the people 
can advance, where the message can be heard ina way that offers the Church 
the possibility to promote human life so that this life can be worthy of even 
tie most critical intelligence. 


In this connection, I feel that when one has such a vision, one knows how to 
live with contlict. It's aot that the conflicts are less painful. There are 
tragic conflicts with biographical damage to individuals. but all suffering 
always yields a positive outcome, and sometimes that is the price we have to 
pay for progress. And we must not dramatize the conflicts too nuch; we must 
always reinforce the underlying idea which contains that which is most 
meaningful to the poor, that which creates the most space for the people. | 
believe that if the Church is in those places, it need not fear. It will 
triumph; it will find its place; it will be accepted as an ally by all those 
who are struggling for a new society. 
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[Question| And what do you think should be the theologian's attitude and task 
in this context? 


[Answer] I believe that the theologian has a variety of functions. Within 
the Church, he must help it become clear-sighted, develop theoretical clarity, 
perceive great historic and social iimvements, and become not anachronistic but 
rather synchronistic with events. Thus, it will be able to think and filter 
events through its faith, through the gospel. 


In addition, the theologian has a function as a mediator; in other words, he 
has a privileged position within the Church because he manages the discourse 
of faith, of theological science; he manages discourse and political-economic- 
philosophical-cultural rationality. Hence he can be a mediator for the 
Christians who do not have the time or the facilities to study, read, and 
orient themselves. He should not be a teacher, but a servant, an organic 
intellectual who allows himself to become involved in the social process, who 
represents the forum of faith from the inside. He must make it wry clear, 
based on where he is coming from, where he is located in the Church and what 
his dimension of faith is, that from that position he can be prophetic, 
dedicated to the Church, dedicated to society, but at the sane time profoundly 
rooted in tradition, in the Christian ambience. And that he is able to help 
Christians through this difficult childbirt’: process that we are undergoing, 
so that it will be less painful and fewer mistakes will be made. Theologians 
may make mistakes. What we need to do is prevent the bishops, the l’opes, from 
making mistakes. It is better for us to be wrong. 


We must maintain an open dialogue with the hierarchy, and even with our enemy, 
to learn and understand his strategies. How can we direct a discourse that 
may be thought out by someone else who is against us, and at the same time 
master the discourse of the people, so that the pecplie as wel] can understand 
the process of the Church and join in it. That is a vocation that I would 
describe as almost impossible. A challenge that one cannot meet personally, 
but that collectively can be met by the theological community of Christian 
theologians. The theological community joins together to analyze the 
situation and seeks a word of faith on the history we are experiencing. 


[Question] Leonardo, there have been a lot of comments about the words you 
said a couple of years ago when you responded to the Vatican's call for you to 
hold a colloquium in Rome, to the effect that you preferred "to continue 
walking with the Church rather than be alone with your theology." I don't 
know if that was exactly how you said it. What were you feeling, deep down, 
when you said that? 


[Answer] That is exactly how I said it, and 1 would rcpeat it today. I think 
that the importance of a theologian does not lie in his personal trajectory, 
in the attention he may get as a result of the mass media, but rather in his 
location within the Church, which in turn is located within society and linked 
to historic movements of change. What I am interested in is strengthening a 
Church that is committed to liberation, not so much my own theology, which can 
pass. During that time of crisis, I had to decide whether to continue 
fiehting for my ideas or to continue delving deeper along with the Church, 
aiming it in the right direction and even helping it to avoid criticism. It 
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was very clear to me that I had to pursue and sateguard the most important 
thing, which is the struggle of the grassroots church communities themselves, 
that Church of the people, with its prophets, with its bishops. To spare the 
Church from a crisis caused by me, to help it, rather than trying to save my 
own theology or justify my own theological opinions. Afterwards, | realized 
that that decision was actually very intelligent and very fruitful, because it 
has encouraged many Christians who had never heard so much talk about the 
Church to discuss what its mission should be, what liberation means, what fate 
will befall the poor of the world, societies. My attitude caused ali these 
issues to be formulated. 


Finally, it also forced Rome to reflect on the meaning of these processes, and 
to wonder whether such measures evangelize and enhance the Church's 
credibility, or produce unacceptable international scandals because of the old 
and anachronistic methods involved. I think Rome has learned a lesson from 
this, and I am confident that such cases will no longer be repeated. 


(Question] Nevertheless, I think that having to remain silent for nearly a 
year due to a censure presented as an act of penitence and obedience must have 
been very hard on you. 


[Answer] Yes, it was very hard, to the extent that the theologian is a man of 
words, and that we Latin Americans talk more than we write, although I have 
already written something. Because our theology is a theology developed in 
groups, in consultations for communities, in homilies, in meetings with 
bishops. The word is the weapon we theologians wield, and suddenly I was 
deprived, stripped of the weapon I use in my work. And that obviously caused 
me to suffer a great dea]. I suffered because of that unacceptable method, 
which was used by the military in Brazil and criticized for many years by the 
Church of Brazil. Suddenly, it turned out that Rome was doing the same thing 
as the military. And 1 considered that unacceptable. I accepted it in a 
spirit of communion with the thousands of silenced people in this region, with 
the silenced cultures, the cultures of silence, like the Indians and the 
blacks, who can never speak, and when they do speak, hardly anyone listens to 
them. I really did feel some sort of communion with all of this, and | even 
felt privileged, because many have suffered much more than I. 


[16 Dec 86 p 11] 


[Text ] "We Christian theologians have discovered the magnitude of capitalist 
domination and the manipulation of religion and Christianity. We have also 
realized that Marx, with such intelligence, had analyzed all this in the last 
century, and that we Christians have a lot to learn from him. 


"In turn, we have incorporated into Marxism new elements which enrich it; we 
b J 

have included the way the people understand themselves, and all of the 

anthropological and cultural aspects: the world of cultures, particularl 
pi 5 A » | y 

those of Mexico, Central America, and Peru. 

"Thus, one cannot talk of Liberation Theology as Marxism, but as inspirations 

that come to us from Marx and that have formed a theoretical frame of 


79 








reference through which Christians can place themselves critically with 
respect to society." 


These are the words of theologian Leonardo Boff, in the fourth part of his 
interview with our contributor Miguel Concha, which follows: 


[Question] Leonardo, going on to another matter, how has Liberation Theology 
made use of Marxist analysis? 


[Answer] I would like to say that what Liberation Theology is interested in 
is not Marxism, but the poor and an understanding of the causes of poverty and 
oppression. In gaining a better understanding of that process, many 
Christians have discovered, in practice and not in academia or by studying 
Marx, categories of Marxist tradition that have helped us greatly to 
understand the importance of economic matters in the structuring of society. 
We have discovered the magnitude of capitalist domination and the manipulation 
of religion and Christianity. We have realized that Marx, with such 
intelligence, had analyzed all of that in the last century, and that we 
Christians have alot to learn from Marx at the theoretical level. By the 
same token, I am convinced that Marx had a lot to learn from St Augustine, 
from Thomas Aquinas, and today from Rahner, Gustavo Gutierrez, and other Latin 
American intellectuals. 


We have, then, assimilated Marx from a Christian perspective. It is not 
historic Marxism, the Marxism of scholars, but rather Marxism as it has been 
digested by the Christian stomach, conscious of the need Christians have to 
elucidate the society of oppression. It's not that we are assimilating 
theology in Marxism; we are assimilating Marxism at the analytical moment at 
which we are understanding capitalist society, the world of the poor. After 
decoding all of this with the help of Marxism, we used the Christian 
categories of the Bible, of Christian tradition, eminently theological] 
categories, without every straying from reality, to draw practical conclusions 
for the community, for the pastoral of the bishops, for attitude and 
commitment of Christians, so that the latter can become true agents of justice 
and not fortifiers of the status quo. 


In this regard, Marxism has helped us a yreat deal, but I think that at the 
same time we have enriched Marxism, because in this analysis we have included 
all of the anthropological-cultural aspects; the world of cultures, 
particularly those of Mexico, Central America, and Peru; and the small Indian 
culture of Brazil today. We have included the way the people understand 
themselves, how the poor see themselves. Marx was never interested in that. 
We have incorporated new elements in Marxism, especially the specifically 
religious and Christian element that does not exist for Marx. Thus, one 
cannot talk of Liberation Theology as Marxism. I would say that there are 
Marxist categories, there are inspirations that come to us from Marx and that 
have formed the theoretical frame of reference through which Christians can 
place themselves critically with respect to society. Always with relation to 
the poor, looking out for their interests, elevating the poor out of their 
poverty. If Marxism helps us in that, Marxism also has something of God, 
something that is uf the Kingdom of God, even though Marx biographically was 
an atheist and considered religion a disease, an alienation. Jt doesn't 
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matter; if there is something of the truth in Marxism, that truth is 
ultimately derived from God, not from Marx. 


[Question] Leonardo, do you think the use of that analysis is still necessary 
today to study the situation and the prophetic action of Christians in our 
region today? 


[Answer] If Christians want to be effective from the standpoint of their 
faith in society, they must analyze society; that is, they must have a theory 
of society. Society is a highly complex, opaque body; one cannot see the 
structures, the mechanisms of reproduction and concentration of capital. One 
sees the low wages, one sees the poverty of housing, one sees hunger, but one 
does not see exploitation. Where Marxism helps us is in the formulation of a 
theory of society. It helps us to look at how capital exploits labor, to see 
that this is humiliating and unjust, and that its consequence is the 
dehumanization of human relations. 


But we do not have to be slaves to Marx; we can use Marx freely just as we use 
the lights that show us the way along a road, to exorcise the shadows. That 
is why I think Marx is always relevant to me. If we donot filter through 
Marxism our analyses of the mechanisms of poverty in the third world, we run 
the risk of distorting reality. But I believe that we must enrich Marx, 
because Marxism is not a closed body of doctrine; it is an exercise in 
rationality applied to the course of history, and it is cpen to other 
contributions that can come from Christian tradition, from other cultures and 
experiences, particularly Latin American ones, which are so fraught with 
syibolism and religiosity, as religion is a capillury in Latin American 
experience and culture. I believe that Marxism is indispensable as the modern 
rationality that begins with the poor and moves in the direction of the 
interests of the poor. 


Frei Betto Writes on Liberation Theology 
Mexico City LA JORNADA in Spanish 13 Dec 86 pp 22, 32 
[Article by Frei Betto, translated by Clara G. Garcia] 


[Text] All Christians engage in theology when they reflect on their lives in 
light of the Word of God, together with their community. Not every Christian 
is a theologian, however. Theology is this effort at critical reflection on 
the practice of liberating the poor, using as a reference the Bible, Christian 
tradition, and the teachings of the ecclesiastical teachers. 


Theologians are those Christians who capture the reflection of the community 
and im some way process it and return it to the community as food. There are 
popular theologians, simple men of the people who animate the ecclesiastical 
life of the poor; pastoral theologians, who link the grassroots church 
communities to the challenges of the political moment; and professional 
theologians who, on the basis of scientific grounds, systematize the 
reflection coming from the poor populations. 
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In Latin America, as in Africa and Asia, or among the blacks, Hispanics, 
Indians, and Asian immigrants of the United States, the theology that is 
carried out on the basis of the needs and desires of the lower classes, the 
Situation of women, racial discrimination, or the exclusion of the Indians is 
aimed at the objective of liberation. Thus, Liberation Theology is this 
critical reflection based on the perspective and situation of the oppressed 
and excluded, whose principal desire is the greatest gift of God: life. 


The search for this gift, as a social, political, cultural, and economic 
conquest, in the third world requires the elimination of the structures that 
keep the majority of the people under the threat of death. This is why only 
the objective of overall liberation, which includes the objectivity of social 
Structures and human subjectivity, is capable of responding to this desire. 


In reading the bible from the perspective of the oppressed, where the 
liberation theologist can also be found, the poor regain their identity and 
discover God as the God of life whose proposed kingdom, anticipated in 
practice and in the resurrection of Jesus, is transformed by the watchwords 
which form, in society, the foundation of sharing, the socialization of goods, 
the eradication of classes, access by all to the goods of life and the spirit. 
For this reason, Liberation Theology's first act is the struggle of these 
oppressed people within the popular, trade union, and political movements, in 
an effort to carry out God's project in history. And in a unified and 
universal dimension, it articulates the social transformation and personal 
conversion, political-economic analysis and religious-cultural analysis, 
political commitment and spiritual mystique, popular festivals and liturgy, 
opening up to love and the experience of God. 


In the various regions of the world, Liberation Theology is a tributary of the 
ethnic, cultural, and religious nature and roots of each people. Therefore, 
throughout the third world, its common thread is the evangelical service to 
peoples who are equally subjugated by U.S. imperialism anc culturally 
threatened by patriarchalism, machismo, racism, and the capitalist ideology. 


In the case of our region, Pope John Paul I], in his letter of 9 April 1986 to 
the Brazilian bishops, stated clearly: "Liberation Theology is not only 
timely, but also useful and necessary for Latin America." 


Church Position on Women Faulted 
Mexico City LA JORNADA in Spanish 13 Dec &6 p 7 


[Text] The course "Liberation Theology in the Third World" ended last night 
with criticism of the Church for its "historic sin" of excluding and even 
oppressing women, and a defense of that doctrine, which “is an encounter with 
God at the gut level." 


Theologians Elsa Tamez of Mexico, Marianne Katoppo of Indonesia, Maria Clara 
Bingemer of Brazil, and Marie Bernardette MBuy of Zaire alleged that the 
female population has not been taken into consideration by the ecclesiastical 
hierarchy even though it constitutes half of humanity. 
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MBuy described the oppression of African women, and stated that the function 
"we have is to liberate them" within the Church. 


Bingemer of Brazil] stated that women theologians must change the face of 
theology and liberate the woman of the third world. 


Katoppo of Indonesia said that most Asian women are exploited. She referred 
to the Virgin of Guadalupe and asked whether she wanted a sanctuary like the 
one that was built, or to live in the hearts of the people. She recalled that 
in the Philippines, 1 million women left their homes to look for jobs 
elsewhere. 


Flsa Tamez of Mexico stated that women have been victims of exclusion not only 
by the Church, but also by society as a whole, because it has not taken 
advantage of their many values. Why is the issue of women and the Church so 
touchy, she asked. "Because it touches structures... and celibacy must 
have something to do with it." 


U.S. Policy Condemned 
Mexico City LA JORNADA in Spanish 13 Dec 86 p 7 
[Article by Jose Antonio Roman] 


[Text] Oaxtepec, Morelos, 12 December--The Liberation Theology of the 
Catholic Church will not only continue to condemn all those factors of 
oppression that cause the poverty, death, and deprivation of men, but will 
also encourage the grassroots church communities to reflect on this situation 
"for the purpose of making drastic changes in society so that it will become 
more just and equitable, in accordance with God's Plan." 


These assertions are part of the preliminary conclusions reached by the Second 
Ecumenical Assembly of Third World Theologians, which has been meeting since 
last Monday 8 December in this vacation spot for the purpose of discussing the 
points of agreement and disagreement on this theology in the third world 
countries of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. The islands of the Pacific and 
the Caribbean will join these regions, it was reported. 

With regard to Latin American countries, it was noted that the "common enemy" 
is the repressive policy of the U.S. Government, which is imposing 
neocolonialism through the foreign debt and thus preventing the integral 
development oi our nations and keeping them in precarious living conditions. 


Respect for the particular situation that each church must face and for the 
methodology or strategy it uses to find ways to ensure the restoration of the 
material and spiritual well-being that mankind should enjoy, is another 
suggestion that emerged fron the AETTM Second Assembly. 
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Moratorium on Debt Urged 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 13 Dec 86 pp l, 7 


[Article by Teresa Gil] 


[Text] Oaxtepec, Morelos, 12 December--The suspension of payments on the 
foreign debt is the first major conclusion of the meeting being held here by 
the ideologues of Liberation Theology. That measure, it was reported, entails 
providing a context for the central question of this doctrine: the battle 
against poverty that is common to Latin America, Africa, and Asia. It was 
also stated that liberation is necessary, us is respect for the context of 
each particular church and its methodologies and strategies. 


Leonardo Boff's thesis on the different church models, depending on the 
Situation of each region, is taking shape in view of the different religious 
expressions of this theology. It is also recognized that, at least in Latin 
America, it is clear that the main enemy of the exploited classes is the 
United States, although the declaration is broader: "rejection of anything 
that is a vehicle for exploitation, whether internal or external. We are 
opposed to anyone who produces death, no matter who it is," emphasized the 
religious officials. 


After long sessions, the "third world theologians," as they are known 
popularly here, took a rest yesterday. They packed up their things, ate a few 
cakes, and went to see Xochicalco. The heavy agenda forced them to extend the 
meeting until next Sunday, when the assembly will conclude. 


The principal conclusions have already been reached, however, and only one 
thing concerns them, the very reason why the assembly has worked so hard: the 
case of Nicaragua, a country where for the first time representatives of the 
popular Church have attained power after a revolutionary struggle. 


Aside from that Central American nation, the religious regard the case of 
South Africa as extremely serious. It was recognized that Catholicism in that 
region and even in Asia is not as strong as in Latin America; in some 
countries it represents only 2 percent of the population. Nonetheless, there 
are other religions with which a greater rapprochement can be achieved. Such 
is the case with Buddhism and Islam, and the various cults of Black Africa 
which are tied together somehow in black theology. No matter what kind of 
religion it is, or what its forms of expression, the important thing is for it 
to be liberating, it was noted. 


In the parliamentary tower of this vacation center, the theologians have made 
their presence known in Mexico. The national press has devoted entire pages 
to coverage of their sessions, and a debate hag been aired in the 
ecclesiastical and business media, who regard them as a threat to traditional 
doctrine. Some have visited Bishop Sergio Mendez Arceo at his refuge in 
Morelos, and they, in turn, have been visited by the old priests of the 
parishes of Morelos. This state is the birthplace of Liberation Theology in 
Mexico, but the current bishop broke up its followers when Mendez Arceo left 
the diocese. 
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In their statements, the theologians have emphasized the fact that in view of 
its constant renewal to adapt to the present situation, the Church cannot, 


however, become an end in itself, only an instrument for the final objective 
of any religion. \ 


They touched on the point that has been at the bottom of the sectarianism and 
the polarization: the belief in a single truth that applies to just a few. 
For this reason, it was explained that Christian faith cannot be imposed, that 
everyone has tasks to carry out on the basis of his own religious views, and 


that just as there are new models of the Church, there are also methodologies 
and battle strategies that must be respected. 


The discussion for the search for a common front of third world theologians 
was fruitful, it was concluded, because there were many points of agreement 
and few of disagreement. The Second Assembly, at which the vast majority of 
participants are black, noted that Christianity shouid provide channels for 
understanding among the various popular and revolutionary movements. For this 
purpose, it should stress the decolonialization of Christian judgment and of 
the models that discouraged faith and struggling. 


Last night, Mexican Elsa Tamez discussed her work on the subject of women, a 
theme that has also been widely debated at the assembly. The assembly 
unanimously elected Nigerian Bible expert Teresa Okure secretary general of 
the Ecumenical Association of Third World Theologians. 


Unresolved Differences 
Lima EL COMERCLO in Spanish 14 Dec 86 p B4 


[Text] Mexico City, 13 December (EFE)--The 70 religious philosophers of 
Liberation Theclogy, meeting in Mexico, have run up against obstacles in their 
effort to forge a unified line of action because there are different 
viewpoints among the participants from three continents, reported Mexican 
priest Miguel Concha today. 


At the Second General Assembly of the Ecumenical Association of Third World 
Theologians (AGETTM) which began last Monday in Oaxtepec, near Mexico City, 
religious thinkers of Latin America, Asia, and Africa are discussing the 
similarities and differences in their social experiences in order to establish 
a common credo that will constitute an option for the poor. 


Concha, a Domincan priest, explained that the differences that have arisen 
among the theologians at the meeting stem from the different historic and 
social conditions that prevail in the nations of Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America. 


For example, he said, while the principal objective of the struggle of the 
South African people is to do away with the racist apartheid system, Latin 
America is facing economic oppression in the form of the foreign debt, which 
is aggravating the poverty of the peoples in this region. 
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According to l'ather Miguel Concha, the principal difference between the Asian 
participants and their counterparts from the other two continents is ot a 
cultural nature. Pablo Richard, a Chilean priest, has emphasized during the 
meeting that the fundamental task of Liberation Theology is to forge a common 
front of the poor in the third world to battle oppression. 

Enrique Dussel, an Argentine priest, declared that the meeting in Mexico is 
the most important gathering of theologians that has taken place in Latin 
America since the arrival of the Spanish conquistador Hernan Cortes. 


Nicaraguan Government Defended 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 15 Dec 86 STATES Section pp 1, 2 
[Article by Lya Gutierrez Q.| 


[Text] Oaxtepec, Morelos, 14 December--Liberation Theology has done a lot for 
the Sandinist Revolution and totally supports the Contadora Group, asserted 
Enrique Dussel, the representative of the Mexican group, after the conclusion 
of the Second General Assembly of the Ecumenical Association of Third World 
Theologians. 


The colloquium met from the 4th to the 14th of this month and was attended by 
68 theologians and observers from 40 countries. The principal achievement was 
the strengthening of the Liberation Theology Association, which was laid down 
as a firm platform for the next 5 years; the Third Assembly will be held in 
1991, The first one took place in 198] in New Delhi, India. 

Fnrique Dussel noted that "in the past 2 months there has been a profound 
change in third world politics; proof of this is that the Nicaraguan 
Revolution is viewed as an irreversible problem, which is contradictory, 
because there are positive and peaceful solutions. 


"Some Nicaraguan bishops have attacked the revolution, but a firm dialogue is 
already underway. Peaceful objectives should be established, as has been done 
in the last 60 days in that Central American country, in the absence of 
confrontations. This process can be accelerated in the short term, to the 
benefit of the entire citizenry," stated the Mexican representative. 


He also denied that there is any repression of dissident bishops by the 
Sandinist popular regime, "I believe that this revolution respects religious 
freecom more than any other 20th century revolution in the third world. The 
fact that Miguel D'Escoto is a priest and foreign minister says it all." 


"In fact, with that change in policy that is taking place in that country, I 
would say that the Sandinists won that battle as well, in their relations with 
the Church. The people are patient, and therefore they will win in the end." 


Pe reported that the role of the United States in the neocolonial situation of 
third world peoples, and the power and action of the transnationals and the 
cultural aggression suffered by peripheral countries were denounced at the 
meeting. Participants also condemned racism and patriarcalism. In addition, 
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with regard to the exclusion of women, he noted the importance of the 
formation within this movement of a strong current favoring women's 
liberation. 


Finally, concerning the reason Liberation Theology is not very strong in 
Mexico, Dussel stated succinctly that "the historical experience of the Church 
in Mexico is quite different from that in Brazil, where the movement was 
born." 


Boff Explains Vatican Shift 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish No 528, 15 Dec 86 pp 46-49 
[Article by Carlos Fazio] 


[Text] Oaxtepec--Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, prefect of the Sacred 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, formerly the Holy Office of the 
Vatican, knew what he was doing when he condemned Leonardo Boff to silence. 


Fray Leonardo, one of the preeminent expositors of Latin American Liberation 
Theology, thrives on dialogue. Here in Oaxtepec, where he participated in the 
Second General Assembly of the Ecumenical Association of Third World 
Theologists, he hardly stopped talking for an instant. He is a revolutionary 
of the word, and for that reason, a subversive in Rome's view. 


In an extensive talk with PROCESO that lasted nearly 3 hours, Leonardo Bof f 
reviewed the history of Liberation Theology (TdL), from its condemnation 
during the 1970s to the present tolerance of it. He himself had to face 
charges during those years at the former Holy Office, accused by Ratzinger, a 
bureaucrat of the Church who was unable to muzzle him, 


He was reminded that ‘'idL was officially rejected at the Puebla Conference in 
1979, accused of being a "parallel Church," "Marxist," "false," "heretical," 
"secularizing." 


Boff referred to three generations of liberation theologists, beginning in 
Medellin in 1968, the first time the problem of oppression and liberation was 
brought up. He spoke of precursors such as Gustavo Gutierrez, Hugo Assmann, 
Juan Luis Segundo; of a second wave in which he included Ronaldo Munoz, Joao 
Bautista Libania, and himself; and a third generation that accented the method 
of theology; synthesized the previous experience, and tried to found a serious 
TdL, with their hermeneutic mediations, their reference to practice, the 
surpassing of ideology and rhetoric, and a critical assimilation of Marxism 
and of categories. In addition, they incorporated a pedagogy of popular work, 
showing how to make the poor and the oppressed the very subject of their 
liberation. 


He also referred, not to a fourth generation, but to a TdL faced with new 
challenges: systematic violence, the trampling of human rights under the 
national security regimes. Capitalist violence. In view of this situation, a 
theology of life and the mechanisms of death emerged. 


87 











Along with this, "the positive element of TdL," says Boff, “we suffer 
systematic attacks through the press, as a vehicle of the ruling class 
ideology. Our theology has been described as subversive, Marxist, 
revolutionary, and destabilizing. There was also a systematic attack from 
sectors of the conservative church hierarchy. They said that Tdl. is not 
Christian enough, that it advocates a parallel Church, that it is a suspicious 
theology in terms of orthodoxy and ecclesiality, and that it foments the 
emergence of a popular Church. 


"These groups, which are linked to civilian society and the Church, managed to 
draw Rome's critical attention. The Vatican began to suspect Tal. And the 
most direct and vehement attack came from the Pope himself, in Puebla. lle 
spoke of reductionism at the level of Christian faith; he said that at the 
level of Christology it was limited to a revolutionary Jesus; he talked about 
a parallel Church. The Pope accepted that criticism. 


"Rome attacked TdL, but it was attacking the wrong target; it did not harm 
TdL, only the distorted, reductionist version of it that the conservative 
groups had fed to the Vatican." 


Leonardo Boff asserts that this criticism brought demoralization to the 
grassroots Church, which was called the popular Church, the parallel Church, a 
Church without communion. "That was the harshest attack, because it directly 
affected the poor. But the offensive did not prosper, because cardinals such 
as Aloisio Lorscheider and Dom Paulo Evaristo Arns of Brazil, and Cardinal 
Prionio in Rome, supported the grassroots communities. In other words, this 
Church had some sectors of the hierarchy on its side. 


But there were attacks at another level. They focused on two exponents of 
TdL, “with the intention of harming their respective episcopates." Such was 
the case with Gustavo Gutierrez in Peru, where an attempt was made to divide 
the bishops and create the conditions for a condemnation of Gustavo's Latin 
American and universal significance... by the Peruvian Episcopate itself. 
Cardinal Ratzinger has failed in this attempt so far. And the second case is 
my own," 


As a result of the publication of his book "Church, Charisma, and Power," 
Cardinal Ratzinger began legal proceedings against Boff in the former Holy 
Office. From the beginning, Boff says, the Episcopate understood that the 
objective was to harm the Church in Brazil. That was why the president of the 
Conterence of Bishops, Ivo Lorscheider, mobilized to bring the trial to 
Brazil; Ratzinger was opposed to that move. Afterwards, causing a great 
scandal for the guardian ot Vatican orthodoxy, two Brazilian cardinals, Paulo 
Evaristo Arns and Aloisio Lorscheider, went to Rome and talked to the Pope. 
They asked permission to attend the trial. 


"The Pope was very perplexed," says Boff, "but he did not want to disappoint 
Ratzinger, either. He said that Ratzinger should make the decision, because 
it was in his jurisdiction. Dom Aloisio and Dom Pauio Evaristo went to 
Ratzinger, who was astounded that two cardinals would accompany a theologian 
who was suspected of advocating false doctrines. Ratzinger refused. For him, 
this was an unprecedented event, a scandal in the history of the Holy Office. 
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Then Arns and Lorscheider appealed to the cardinal secretary of state, 
Agostino Casaroli, who was president of the cardinals of the Curia. Finally, 
a consensus solution was reached. He would be questioned by Ratzinger, and 
after a coffee break, the two cardinals would participate in a conversation on 
matters of the Church and theology. It became clear there that the problem 
was not the book; the goal was to force the Brazilian Conference of Bishops to 
toe the CELAM line. 


"The two cardinals were very clear: They were not there to judge the truth or 
falsehood of a theology which, moreover, they supported explicitly; that was 
the job of the Hloly Office. They did want, as pastors, to give testimony that 
that theology was doing a lot of good for the communities. And that they were 
speaking as a younger sister Church to another sister Church that was older. 
They were not talking about one mother Church and another daughter Church. 
They were two sister Churches, so the dialogue had to be reordered, and there 
had to be a mutual opening and understanding that theology is a right of the 
local Church. That was why they were in Rome. Not to cause a scandal or to 
provoke or challenge the Roman authorities, but to demonstrate the communion 
that exists between the local Church and its theologians." 


[Question] How did the questioning go? 


"It proceeded in a bureaucratic fashion. It was obvious that Ratzinger's 
function was not to clarify positions; it was to measure my position against 
what he thinks Catholic doctrine should be and to see if it fits. It was a 
formal, courteous dialogue, at the level of civilized people. But at no time 
was the cardinal willing to engage im any encounter so that together we could 
delve into the matter and reflect on it so that we could reach a compromise. 
No. He listened to my defense and reserved judgment. 


"On 19 March 1985 a representative of the nuncio gave me a pamphlet to read; 
it had been published by the Vatican, and it dealt with my »ook and my 
defense. If I accepted the text, 1 was reconciled with the Church. [f | did 
not, the canonical penalties would follow. There were condemnations that I 
repudiated, opinions that I had not written in the book, an alchemy of text. 
I did accept the observations on my text, and I continued my work. But on 1 
May I received a letter from Cardinals Ratzinger and Hammer of the 
Congregation of Religious of Rome. They imposed penalties on me. Among them, 
an obsequious silence for an appropriate period of time. I acceptedit. I 
said at the time that it was better for me to remain with my Church in Brazil 
than to strike out on my own with my theology. I wanted to avoid any 
suspicion of the grassroots church communities or of the pastoral and social 
line of the Church of Brazil." 


These measures unleashed a major scandal in Brazil. The country had just 
emerged froma dictatorship, and Rome was applying the same methods as the 
military, which the Brazilian Church had opposed. Ivo Lorscheider went to 
Rome to talk to the Pope. He brought all the documentation. 


"And as attested by Ivo himself, the Pope was very annoyed. He had been 
unaware of the context of Brazil. And the officials in Rome had not expected 
me to obey. They had spread the idea of my aspirations for 'stardom,' 
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alleging that I wanted to be the Kung of Liberation Theology, to be a rebel. 
That was slanderous, and in fact it did not happen. So Rome was perplexed. I 
had accepted the criticism of the book and the silence. They said: 'So now 
what are we going to do with Boff? He has obeyed.' 


"Ratzinger was very annoyed to receive thousands of letters supporting me, 
from all over the world. In his evaluation, he had not realized that TdL had 
popular roots, in the grassroots groups. The Pope himself considered dropping 
the penalty. There was a lot of pressure on Rome. From the Church of Brazil, 
from bishops, even from two European cardinals who argued before the Holy See 
that this was a scandalous measure for the Church, that it projected an 
authoritarian image of the Church, and that it revived old negative images of 
the Holy Office. They said it was not prudent, appropriate, or intelligent, 
that it was simply a mistake on Rome's part. All of this pressure led Rome to 
reconsider. And to my surprise, on Holy Saturday 1986 1 received the news 
that I was free of the penalties. 


"But it was not an easy decision. ‘The text sent by the Holy Office to the 
cardinals had already condemned me publicly. Since the Pope always has the 
last word, Cardinal Ratzinger had to take the text to him. The Pope asked 
him, 'Did you talk to Boff?' He said no. ‘Then call him; you must talk to 
him.’ The Pope saved me. I was about to be condemned just like that, and I 
went to Rome because the Pope said no, 'we have to talk to Boff.' It is clear 
that the Pope has a function that is more pastoral, less dogmatic and rigid; 


he has more of a feel for public opinion. Ratzinger is colder. Absolutely 
bureaucratic. 


"All of this intimidated the conservatives. They could not say that I had 
disobeyed the Pope. The Pope even told Cardinal Lorscheider that with a 
theologian like that, who accepts authority, a TdlL can be established. 
Afterwards, through Cardinal Casaroli, the Pope sent me a letter thanking me 
especially for saying that he had made a preferential option for the poor. The 
letter also said that he wanted me to know that he thinks of ine especially all 
day long in his prayers ...If I am not converted by those prayers," (Boff 
laughs heartily) "I must be a very bad Christian and theologian." 


The interview turns to the subject of the Second [Instruction of the Sacred 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith on TdL, which was issued a week 
after Leonardo Boff was released from his penalty of silence. TdL, described 
19 months earlier in Cardinal Ratzinger's First Instruction as "the heresy of 
our time," was finally being recognized, with qualifications, by the guardian 
of the Catholic faith. Could Ratzinger have changed so quickly? Had a kind 
of armistice been reached? Had Rome failed in its attempt to destroy TdL, and 
was now trying to coopt it? 


Leonardo Boff mentions an effort by Rome to understand TdL. He expresses the 
belief that "Rome has learned something. Not much, but it has learned 
something. Moreover, Rome is interested in keepiny theologies under its 
control-—-that comes under its policy of unity at the level of ecclesiastical 
power--under acertain control of doctrinal aspects. The objective of the 
second document was to impose Jimits on our theology. It isa doctrinaire 
document, not of TdL or on TdlL. The themes it is operating with are very 
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outdated, from the 1950s. They are not familiar with Latin American Tdl 
documents. Rome has sort of a superficial view of TdlL, basically a 
traditional one. It accepts the theme of liberty, liberation, but it does not 
go into the conflictive, complex historical-social process of liberation. Its 
perspective is not Latin American. It does not add anything to what we saic. 
The argument is restrictive; it limits itself to a vision of TdL from the 
center. It is not original, nor does it correct any errors. It says what we 
were saying 15 years ago." 


[Question] But the conservative sectors are talking now about a true Tdl. and 
a false TdL, which uses Marxist concepts. 


"The document does not say that there is a false TdL which uses Marxism. 
Those are the private opinions of cardinals and bishops who overlook the fact 
that the "Laborem Excercem" deals with Marxist concepts such as the 
relationship between capital and labor. In addition, the Instruction cannot 
be regarded as an alternative theology to TdL. TdLis what is there. There 
is no other. The conservative groups surrounding cardinals, theologians, and 
bishops have not devised any TdL. They have issued negative criticism, but 
they have not offered any alternative. So TdL is what is there, and the 
teachers have drawn basic inspiration to the extent that the expression of Td] 
is defended. The Pope, in his letter to the bishops of Brazil, says that Idl, 
is timely and useful, and that it ronstitutes a new stage of theological 
reflection. Cn that basis, I think that it is no longer possible to dispute 
TdL without challenging the authority of the Pope himself." 


CELAM Proposal Rejected 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish No 528, 15 Dec 86 p 4/7 
[Article by Carlos Fazio] 


[Text] Oaxtepec, Morelos--For the purpose of forging a theology with the 
people, for the people, and of the people, 68 members of the Ecumenical 
Association of Third World Theologians met here last week in their Second 
General Assembly. 


The tricontinental dialogue, which involved theologians from Asia, Africa, 
Latin America, and the ethnic minorities of the United States, took place in 
the context of what Filipina Virginia Fabella, outgoing executive secretary, 
defined as a "resurgence of neoconservatism in churches, and a new wave of 
repressive control, particularly in the Catholic Church." 


The Latin American delegation (which included several exponents of TdL, such 
as Gustavo Gutierrez, Pablo Richards, Frei Betto, Oscar Beozzo, I'nrique 
Dussel, Lecnardo Boff, and Mexican Bishops Samuel Ruiz and Sergio Mendez 
Arceo) stated in a document that the gospel is a factor of social mobilization 
in this region, working for an integrating liberation. 


In particular, it emphasized the role of the grassroots church communities, 
where the poor and oppressed (including women, Indians, blacks, or abandoned 
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children) are the subjects of their own history, the protagonists in their own 
liberation. 


They also stressed the increasingly ecumenical role of TdL, "given that 
oppression and liberation are not confessional," and they condemned the 
theology that is being developed in the dominant centers (furope, the United 
States), which has "its own perspective of power and imperialism." In the 
view of the Latin American theologiens, the worldwide nature of theology does 
not depend on a geographical perspective, but on social and cultural] options. 


The Latin American report also rejects the proposal by the Latin American 
Bishops Conference (CELAM) that a "theology of reconciliation" be de\ ised, 
because it abandons the perspective of the poor and the oppressed; in general, 
those who advocate social reconciliation view it "from top to bottom." So for 
the poor, “reconciliation means resignation." In other words, "maintaining 
the status quo.” 


The Latin Americans warned that the religion stimulated by the Reagan 
administration in its battle against TdL is being used as an ideological 
weapon against popular movements for popular faith. In this regard, they 
denounced the emergence of what is "practically a religious counterinsurgency" 
that has research centers, funds, and publicity campaigns, and that supports 
the spread of fundamentalist sects for the purpose of manipulating the poor 
through religion. 


8926 
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MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


GLORIFICATION OF CRIMINALS TO END--Culiacan, Mexico, 12 February (NOTILMEX)-- 
Francisco Labastida Ochoa, governor of the northwestern state of Sinaloa, 
demanded that the members of the National Chamber of Radio and Television 
Industry not broadcast music or programs that incite violence. During a 
meeting with officials from that organization, including its president, Julio 
Velarde, and Nezahualcoyotl de la Vega, National Trade Union leader of the 
Radio and Television Workers Trade Union, Labastida Ochoa said the struggle 
against violence is not an exclusive responsibility of the government; 
instead, it is everyone's responsibility. He said the State Government will 
not be intimidated by events that cannot be ignored because violence is 
evident and he added that it is time to unite to stop the violence. He 
insisted that they not broadcast programs, songs, or other types of 
expressions that exalt criminals and people that live outside the law because 
society wants tranquility and security. [Text] [Mexico City NOTIMEX in 
Spanish 0431 GMT 13 Feb 87 FL] /12913 


CSO: 3248/206 
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NICARAGUA 


STATE OF EMERGENCY PRAISED, QUESTIONED 
Called ‘Prevention’ 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 8 Jan 87 pp 1, 5 


[Text] Yesterday workers from various production sectors voiced the need for 
maintaining national control measures in the face of the escalation of the 

war against Nicaragua, while at the same time expressing support for the 
entire contents of the country's political constitution "because it contains 
the historical aspirations of the working class and of the people in general." 


The public opinion poll conducted by BARRICADA determined that there is a 
consensus on "the need for maintaining the measures required to ensure the 
preservation and strengthening of the revolutionary government" because the 
situation of imperialist aggression against the Nicaraguan people is con- 
tinuing. 


They were also in agreement that because of the presence of an escalation of 
the war: "The revolutionary government should maintain the state of emerg- 
ency because it is the instrument of defense which has permitted us to defeat 
the contras strategically, avoid the formation of an internal revolutionary 
force, and increase popular participation in our tasks," said Francisco 
Carvajal, a bread baker at the Plaza Espana Bakery. 


"The maintenance of the state of emergency is a reaffirmation that no one in 
Nicaragua surrenders, that we are prepared to end the war and to win the 
peace,” said Alvaro Murillo, director of the Regional Trade Union School. 


"As long as the mercenary war against Nicaragua continues to be financed, we 
must maintain active defense mechanisms which will enable us to keep on 
deepening the Sandinist People's Revolution. Otherwise we would be giving 
the enemy the opportunity to accomplish his goals." This was the general 
opinion of the workers from various production sectors who asked that the 
state of emergency be maintained at the national level. 


Mario Baez, an EPS [Sandinist People's Army] combatant, said that the state 
of emergency had not been decreed because of a specific situation but rather 
in response to the efforts of the imperialists to destroy the Sandinist 
People’s Revolution. 
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"We Nicaraguans have been able to responsib’y meet the challenges posed by 
the state of emergency, and, even though military aggression is only being 
experienced in the border regions, its effeccs are being felt nationwide; 
therefore, the measure should continue to be applied throughout the country," 
he asserted. 


He went on to say that if the establishment of the state of emergency were to 
be proposed solely for the regions experiencing military confrontation, "this 
would be unrealistic because the imperialist goal is to put an end to the 
revolution in its totality." 


Luis Espinoza, a worker in the swine sector, said that so long as the United 
States continues to give financial aid to the contras, "we should not lower 
our guard but should continue to step up our efforts to ensure the strategic 
defeat of the enemy." 


"At present, the levels of aggression have visibly increased, and anyone who 
feels that this is the time to suspend the state of emergency is crazy, while 
those who feel it should be on a regional basis surely are not Nicaraguans," 
he said. 


For his part, Francisco Torres, an accountaut by trade, said that the state 
of emergency has been established in regions at risk, "and Nicaragua...the 
entire country, is at risk because of imperialist aggression. "In some re- 
gions," he went on to say, "there is direct confrontation; however, that does 
not mean that the whole country is not affected." 


"It would be absurd to believe that there has been some improvement in the 
situation. We workers are prepared to live up to this year's slogan: 'No one 
in Nicaragua suvrenders' and, therefore, we are convinced that the state of 
emergency will be maintained at the national level," he added. 


After pausing to think for a moment, Torres defined the state of emergency in 
this manner: "It is just like being vigilant on a permanent basis at your 
door to prevent the unexpected entrance of a murderer or thief; that is the 
state of emergency: defense and prevention," 


Alvaro Murillo, director of the Regional Trade Union School, added that the 
thought of suspension of the state of emergency or its implementation on a 
regional basis "is taking a narrow view of the reach of the imperialist war 
because the enemy is attacking on all fronts, not only on the military 
front." 


The young trade union leader warned, "The lifting of the state of emergency 
does not make any sense since the levels of aggression have risen precisely 
because the Reagan administration is trying to cover up the Contragate 
scandal." 


Among the principal achievements attained during the state of emergency, the 
workers mentioned the strategic defeat of the contras, prevention of the 
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formation of an internal counterrevolutionary front, improvements in the 
level of organization and mobilization of the people in task performance, 
and security of important production areas in hot war zones. 


Cristobal Garcia, coordinator of the transportation sector, said, "We 
workers have no fear of continuing under a state of emergency because this 
Means guaranteeing the revolution." 


"What is more," he added, "we are fully ready to make the slogan of the year 
a daily front in the struggle to carry out any task which the revolutionary 
process demands." 


"The state of emergency should be maintained for as long as imperialist 
aggression lasts. This has resulted in our inflicting important defeats upon 
the contras and, therefore, the state of emergency should be continued until 
the contras are defeated once and for all," said Luis Silva, head of the 
National Union of Employees (UNE). 


He added that the state of emergency is the guarantee of the people's govern- 
ment. "If it were to be suspended, we would be giving the enemy an opportun- 
ity to carry out his terrorist acts.” 


Francisco Carvajal, a baker at the Plaza Espana Bakery, feels that the state 
of emergency “has been the most important weapon in the defeat of the enemy 
and the thwarting of his plans to establist an internal front which would not 
necessarily operate in the border regions.” He also warned that one of the 
Nicaraguans' important tasks is protection of their interests as set forth 
in the political constitution. 


Angela Rugama, of FSLN Region 11, thinks it absurd to lift or regionalize the 
state of emergency "because the invasion plans are not only for the border 
regions but rather for the entire country." 


"Our goal is to end the war, and the state of emergency is out best guarantee,' 
she noted. 


Caused by ‘Aggression’ 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 9 Jan 87 p 5 


[Text] Workers from various sectors of the capital have given their support 
to the promulgation of the new constitution of the republic and at the same 
time have given their total support to keeping the state of emergency in force 
within the framework of the constitution, so long as imperialist aggression 
persists, since all of us have the duty to defend the achievements attained 

by the victory of the revolution. 


Lila Laguna Gonzalez, a receptionist at the Ministry of Foreign Trade, told 
BARRICADA that the state of emergency must of necessity be maintained in 
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Nicaragua so long as our people continue to be attacked, and in this manner 
our revolutionary process which has cost so much blood will be defended. 


"I am certain that the state of emergency is an integral part of the consti- 
tution, since it serves the interests of the people who are defending them- 
selves against the attacks of U.S. imperialism," she noted. 


"I think that the state of emergency should remain in force until the aggres- 
sion of the Somozist mercenaries financed by the Reagan administration has 
completely disappeared," said Jose Luis Pena, an official of the MICE [Min- 
istry of Foreign Trade] treasurer's office. 


Commenting on the promulgation of the new constitution, he said that the 
state of emergency cannot be suspended, since the country is the victim of 
criminal aggression and that it would be illogical to lift it. 


"The state of emergency has to be present in the new constitution because 

we are fighting against the greatest capitalist power in the world," he said, 
adding that this is a very significant moment for Nicaragua since this is 

the first legitimate constitution it has had in all its history. 


Juan Aguirre, assistant manager of the Colonia Centroamerica supermarket, said 
that by means of the new constitution a positive response is being given to 
the people's aspirations for peace and that the state of emergency must be 

an integral part of it. 


"It is very necessary to keep the state of emergency in the new constitution 
because we have an enemy, namely U.S. imperialism, which does not rest for a 
second in studying ways to attack us in the political, economic, and military 
sectors and, therefore, we have to prepare ourselves better to defend our- 
selves from its sudden attacks. That is why we need to keep the state of 
emergency in force," Aguirre emphasized. 


Juan Garcia Mendieta, the proprietor of a small bar, said that so long as 
there is no end to the war of aggression against our people, it is not pos- 
sible to suspend the state of emergency because that would be opening the 
door to the counterrevolutionary Somozists. 


"The new constitution reflects the people's feelings since they did not have 
access to one during Somoza's time, and, therefore, it has to be defended 
and there is no better defense than continuation of the state of emergency," 
he said finally. 


The signing of the new constitution is a political achievement of the people, 
but just because it has been signed does not mean that the war is ended. "It 
is an arduous clarification effort on the part of the UNE and the Sandinist 
Front, clarification for the people with respect to the need ifor keeping the 
state of emergency in the new constitution since it is of benefit to the 
people,” said Luis Felipe Espinoza, secretary for organization of UNE in 
MIDINRA's Maria Castil Building. 
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For Mercedes Romero Mairena, 20, the maintenance of the state of emergency in 
force in the country is necessary because "if we were to remove it that would 
mean an increase in imperialist aggression against our people." 


“There must be no letup on the enemy. As he promulgates the new constitution 
today the president of the republic should extend the state of emergency 
immediately," said Marvin Antonio Cruz Cruz, a Coca Cola worker. 


He said that it would be a victory for the forces of reaction if the state of 
emergency law were repealed. 


Ricardo Jose Lopez Cerda, a maintenance supervisor at the Milca bottling 
plant, was of the opinion that so long as there is the threat of an attack, 
active mechanisms of defense will have to exist throughout the territory, "not 
only the Cub Scouts [Cachorros] and border guards should be alert but all 
workers in their respective work centers" and in order to accomplish this the 
state of emergency law must remain in force. 


Leopoldo Vado Ampie, a production worker, said that now more than ever work- 
ers should not lower their guard because the Reagan administration is trying 
to obtain more funds for the counterrevolution and removal of the state of 
emergency would be an act of madness. 


"We workers have the challenge of taking care of our objectives which are the 
work centers," he said finally. 


"To think of suspending the state of emergency or of implementing it region- 
ally would be absurd because if there is an invasion no one will be free from 
the consequences that it will bring," said a young mother, Agustina Nunez 
Ampie, a resident of Barrio Primero de Mayo. 


‘Counterrevolutionary Crimes’ Targeted 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 14 Jan 87 p 3 
[Commentary by Guillermo Cortes Dominguez: "What Is the State of Emergency?"] 


[Text] The Sandinist government conceived the state of emergency as a legal 
defense mechanism because of the war waged by the United States against 
Nicaragua; therefore, its application is directed toward confronting the 
counterrevolutionary problem, while at the same time preserving the rights 
of Nicaraguans. 


No sooner had the political constitution of the republic been promulgated 
than the government issued Decree 245 establishing the state of emergency. 
What happened to the constitution? Did the state of emergency wipe it out 
with a stroke of a pen? What is left of it? 


That is the question we will try to answer here, noting that the state of 
emergency suspends the force of 13 articles, 7 of them totally and 6 par- 
tially. 
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These 13 articles are to be found in Title IV of the constitution, which 
deals with the rights, duties, and guarantees of the Nicaraguan people. 
Since this Title consists of 66 articles, 53 remain totally in force, as do 
several sections of an additional 6 articles. 


Some 136 additional articles of the constitution were not affected by the 
state of emergency: therefore, 189 articles remain in force. 


What Does the State of Emergency Suspend? 


It suspends a person's right to the inviolability of his domicile, his cor- 
respondence, and his communications; the right to freely express his thoughts 
in public or in private, individually or collectively, orally, in writing, 

or by any other means; the right to move about and establish his residence 

in any part of the national territory; and the right to freely enter and 
leave the country. 


There has been suspension of the article which states that no one can be 
subjected to arbitrary detention or imprisonment, or deprived of his free- 
dom, except for reasons established by law and pursuant to legal procedures; 
and the article which establishes that every illegal detention makes the 
respective authority legally accountable. 


There has been suspension of the minimum guarantees of a trial without delay 
by a competent court and of having a decision of innocence or guilty rendered 
with the time limits established by law. 


The state of emergency suspends the right to establish organizations; the 
right to hold meetings without prior approval; and the rights of public as- 
sembly and movement. The right to information without prior censorship and 
the right to strike are also suspended. 


What Does This Mean? 


Although there are no distinctive laws for revolutionaries, patriots, reaction- 
aries, or counterrevolutionaries, it is obvious--this is implicit in its 
application during the past few years--that the spirit of the state of emer- 
gency is to close the doors to Somozism and to keep the Nicaraguan people from 
being harmed, since they have enough problems. 


The state has been legally freed from the obligatory observance of mechanisms 
which generally protect the Nicaraguan people from abuses but which, with 
respect to the contras, in a war situation, serve them in their purposes of 
destabilization. 


Constitution To Protect the People 


The state's hands are free to act. That is the meaning of the state of emer- 
gency; however, the hands of the state are not free to cause the people 
problems. 
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What we are trying to say is that even though the right to the inviolability 
of the domicile has been suspended, this does not mean that MINT will force- 
fully enter all homes. It may enter homes in which there are presumed to 

be contras, for example. 


If two members of the bourgeoisie are serving as commentators on contra 
radio Impacto, we must deduce that MINT--with its freedom to act under the 
state of emergency--will check out those characters right down to their 
correspondence. 


Therefore, this does not entail violation of the domiciles and correspondence 
of production patriots, technicians, or workers in the UPE [State Produc- 
tion Units] of Jalapa, in Nueva Segovia, or of Somotillo, in Chinandega, or 
in the IMEP or FANATEX in Managua. 


The state of emergency suspends the right to express oneself freely; however, 
this does not mean that people cannot speak with one another in the markets, 
at bus stops, in bars, restaurants, Contacto 4-20, etc. Nonetheless, on 

the basis of suspension of this right, the authorities can shut the mouth of 
one of the agents Reagan has in Managua, for example. 


In recent years, we have lived under a state of emergency and even though 
this necessarily and inevitably means the diminution of some rights and the 
possibility of abuses on the part oi military or civilian authorities, it 
is also true that its objective is well defined. 


Letter and Spirit 


However much we may wish to literally apply the state of emergency, it will 
be impossible to prevent the mobilization of CDS members who do communal work, 
for example; or of coffee and cotton pickers: That would be contrary to the 
spirit of the law. 


The application of the state of emergency is flexible. Failure to apply it 
would be to stand by with one's arms crossed inthe face of the war against 
Nicaragua. Its extreme application is prejudicial to the people and helpful. 
to the contras. Therefore, its spirit is well defined as an instrument of 
people, not against the people. 


But we must add the letter to the spirit of the law so that matters will not 
be misinterpreted in such a way that the petition for judicial protection is 
suspended only as regards crimes of a counterrevolutionary kind. All pro- 
visions of the law must be respected and recourse to the petition for judi- 
cial protection can be utilized with respect to possible abuses or mistaken 
decisions on the part of government police or administrative authorities, 
except in cases involving entering or leaving the country, prior censorship, 
the right to strike, and prior denial of the right to public assembly. 
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The right to habeus corpus is also in force for all crimes contained in the 
Penal Code;. therefore, the people have not been left defenseless. 


In 1985, when President Ortega was on his way to the UN, in Mexico a TV 
newscast commentator said on the air that the state of emergency prevented 
Nicaraguans from leaving their houses and that in order for them to visit a 
neighbor they had to obtain a permit. 


Action on Abuses 


Similar nonsensical statements, or worse, may be made today; however, they 
are untrue. The truth is that those most interested in there not being a 
state of emergency is the U.S. Government or its agents in Nicaragua. 


They know that this legal] mechanism hampers their movements and plans, more 


so now that the mercenary army is in such disarray and on the road to total 
defeat. 


Therefore, even though there is no question of an apologia with regard to the 
state of emergency--hopefully there will be no incidents which justify one-- 
it is necessary to state its scope and even its risks, and when it is applied 
beyond its specific objective, the people should protest and take energetic 
action. 


President's Authority Explained 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 16 Jan 87 p 3 


[Commentary by Vilma Areas: "The State of Emergency Is a Constitutional 
Act"] 


[Text] Dr Jorge Samper, legal adviser to the National Assembly, said yester- 
day that the legal basis of the state of emergency is contained in the con- 
stitution of the republic and is covered by Articles 150, 185, and 186. The 
constitution specifically provides that the president of the republic has 

the authority to declare a state of emergency and to place it in effect 
immediately. 


Samper explained that the constitution also provides for the subsequent 
establishment of a state of emergency law the sole purpose of which is to 
regulate the methods of application of the state of emergency, since it can- 
not be contrary to the constitution or violate it. 


"The constitution in Article 150, Section 9, specifically establishes the 
authority of the president of the republic to decree and place in force a 
state of emergency and must send it to the National Assembly within a period 
of 45 days for ratification," he said. 


He also said that in Article 185 the constitution reiterates such authority 


and specifies that subsequently a law will be drawn up to regulate the method 
of application of states of emergency, whether it be because of war, an 
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economic situation, or a natural disaster. Article 186 provides guarantees 
that cannot be suspended, which are contained in 54 sections. 


"What has happened," he explained, "is that some sectors have presumed to 
interpret the question of legality in this manner: The fact of the nonexist- 
ence of the law meant that a state of emergency could not be immediately de- 
creed. That is not true. 


"During one of the constitutional debates in the National Assembly, the repre- 
sentatives approved two kinds of norms for the imposition of a state of 
emergency. The first norm established subsequent procedures and the second 
norm dealt with the implementation of the procedures, immediately upon the 
entry in force of the constitution." 


Samper said that of the 66 articles contained in Title IV, which covers in- 
dividual rights, 13 were suspended, and that some articles were not affected 
at all. He added that the legal guarantees contained in the government 

decree are suspended for those persons who violate the order and public safety 
law. 


"Pursuant to Articles 2 and 3, in which the petition for judicial protec- 
tion and habeus corpus are not suspended, this means that the guarantees 
established by the constitution remain in force, except when there is a vio- 
lation of order and public security. In those cases, the state of emergency 
is fully applicable, and the legal guarantees which were suspended unques- 
tionalby are without effect," he said. 


Samper is a member of the legal advisory team which during the entire prepara- 
tion of the constitution provided support to all the political parties in 
the clarification of technical-legal questions. 


Four Parties Challenge Decree 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 27 Jan 87 p 5 


[Text] Four political parties represented in the National Assembly filed a 
complaint yesterday with the Supreme Court of Justice over what they described 
as the "unconstitutionality"™ of the state of emergency, which was renewed on 

9 January 1987 by the presidency. 


The signatory parties--the Independent Liberal Party (PLI), Popular Social 
Christian Party (PPSC), Nicaraguan Socialist Party (PSN), and Communist Party 
of Nicaragua (PCN)--allege that the final decision is "arbitrary," "is an 
attack" on the constitution, and "destabilizes" the legal system. 


The top leaderships of these political parties walked to the offices of the 
court in Plaza Espana to deliver their complaint. After that they held a 
press conference during which Social Christian Mauricio Diaz read the entire 
document . 
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Comandante Daniel Ortega “has no legal right to exercise an authority that 
requires a special law, expressly contemplated and ordered by the constitu- 
tion," according to the politicians’ document, which does not mention the 
reasons for renewal! of the decree nor the situation of aggression which the 
country is living through. 


In the meantime, it was learned that yesterday the Conservative Democratic 
Party of Nicaragua (PCDN), which did not sign the complaint, declared itself 
to be in a "state of internal emergency" because of the country's economic 
crisis and the escalation of the war in Central America. 


Deputy Eduardo Molina, who announced this decision, did not explain, however, 
the reasons for the PCDN's "internal" emergency and alert. 


Motions To Limit Decree 'Disconcerting' 
Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 11 Jan 87 p 2 


[Text ] The petition of several leaders of political parties represented in 
the National Assembly to the effect that the constitutional government is 
only applying the state of emergency (established for the defense of the 
country) in the "war zones," is disconcerting. 


According to "Pequeno Larousse," the transitive verb "desconcertar"™ [dis- 
concert] has as synonyms confuse, disorient, entangle, etc. And, really, 
since the political leaders of the parties who have taken the above-mentioned 
position call themselves revolutionaries, patriots, and anti-imperialists by 
their demand they do nothing more than disorient or confuse the social sec- 
tors not much accustomed to subjecting to critical analysis the mistaken or 
dual positions taken by these politicians. 


The entire national territory is being subjected to the war which the Reagan 
administration has imposed upon Nicaragua. 


Given the war situation confronting the country, the petition of the politi- 
cians to which we make reference has the virtue of presenting them as per- 
sons with unlimited ingenuousness. 


The Reagan administration is financing a cruel war so that its mercenaries 

can operate throughout national territory. The fact that gunfire is only 
heard in certain regions merely and simply means the heroic defenders of 
Sandino's land have not permitted the paid criminals of the Reagan administra- 
tion to advance toward the country's central regions. 


But it is well known that the “piranhas" run by CIA agents were about to set 
fire to the Port of Corinto, when they destroyed fuel tanks at this port. 
Similar actions were taken against San Juan del Sur and other places. 


We also know that action by State Security organizations have prevented the 
contras from organizing an internal front in the Pacific region and elsewhere. 
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As journalists, we greet with enthusiasm the fact that the political constitu- 
tion guarantees freedom of information, expression, and dissemination of 
ideas. We know that it is a primary duty of the Nicaraguan news sector to 
stimulate and support the defense of that principle just as it would the de- 
fense of the rights of citizens. 


The restrictions imposed by the repressive regime of Somozism against those 
freedoms and against human rights made victims of the national news sector. 
Pedro Joaquin Chamorro paid with his life defending those principles. There- 
fore, we are in favor of the measures to which the constitutional government 
must resort to neutralize the blows of the Somozist mercenaries. 


The state of emergency is a passing aberration in national life. On the other 
hand, the principles which the revolution defends (using that very state of 
emergency) are an integral part of the present and future history of Nicara- 
gua. Therefore, if to consolidate the full force and vigor of those funda- 
mental rights for the country's institutional life it is necessary to hold 
municipal elections even during the state of emergency (which only affects the 
counterrevolution), the people's democracy which controls the destinies of the 
country will be strengthened to the maximum degree. 


Prior Assembly Approval Advocated 
Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 25 Jan 87 p 2 


[Text] With promulgation of the constitution on 9 January 1987, there was a 
de facto abolition of the state of emergency existing in the country pursuant 
to Articles 196 and 198 of the constitutioninfina. In accordance with the 
provisions of Article 185, the president of the republic can suspend through- 
out or in part of the national territory the rights and guarantees consecrated 
by the constitution in the cases prescribed by the selfsame constitution; the 
second paragraph of the above-mentioned articles states: "The State of 
Emergency Law will regulate its methods of application." Paragraph 9 of 
Article 150 of the constitution states: "...and send the decree to the 
National Assembly for ratification within 45 days." 


This means that so long as the state of emergency law which regulates the 
"modus operandi" of said law is not in existence, the president does not 
have the authority to decree a state of emergency pursuant to Article 130 
of the constitution, just as it is not possible to implement the Electoral 
Law and the Injunction Law which, like the State of Emergency Law, are con- 
stitutional laws established in Article 184 of the constitution so long as 
no modus operandi is provided for them. 


In our opinion, the president should have first introduced into the National 
Assembly a bill covering the modus operandi of the state of emergency and 
after its approval should have decreed the state of emergency and sent it to 
the National Assembly for ratification in the time frame provided by the con- 
stitution. 


104 








Therefore, the state of emergency decreed in that manner, in our opinion, 
lacks any legal status whatever, in conformance with Articles 182 an 183 

of the constitution, which state: That laws, decrees, or regulations which 
are contrary to the constitution have no legal status whatever and that no 
state official or functionary will have greater authorities than those con- 
ferred upon him by the constitution. 


It is true that we are experiencing a war situation and that the president 
can decree a state of emergency, subject to the provisions of the constitution. 
By doing so, there is no opening for the counterrevolution because of the 
regulatory law of the state of emergency could have been approved on a emer- 
gency basis in a single working session and on the day following the proclama- 
tion of the constitution. What is more, we feel that the stite has sufficient 
legal and security mechanisms necessary to preserve order and public security 
even without the state of emergency, which is to be limited solely to the 

war zones. We feel that this measure would contribute to the creation of a 
climate of confidence and security in the country's different economic, so- 
cial, and political sectors, which would lay the groundwork for the process 
of pacification and democratization of Nicaragua. 


We have expressed our position on this subject because we are staunch defend- 
ers of the state of rights set forth in the constitution and because we are 
loyal interpreters of the political line of the Independent Liber] Party, 
which cannot remain silent when we feel that there has been infringement of 
the norms of our highest legal statute and because as free citizens we are 
obligated to defend the constitution and to freely express our own points of 
view without restrictions or duplicity vis-a-vis any state authority. 


Managua, 20 January 1987 


8143/6662 
CSO: 3248/210 
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NICARAGUA 


BORGE ON CONTRAS, LACK OF GENERATION GAP IN FSLN 
Buenos Aires QUE PASA in Spanish 17 Dec 86 pp QP3-QP5 


[Interview with Interior Minister Commander Tomas Borge by _ special 
correspondent Arturo Lozza on 3 December 1986 in Borge's office; first 11 
paragraphs are introduction] 


[Text] When I arrived in the Nicaraguan capital on Wednesday the 2nd, it had 
been 2 days since fighting along the Honduran border had intensified. Between 
1,000 and 2,000 mercenaries were trying to break through the defensive walls 
of the Sandinist People's Army (EPS), and the Yankee troops were standing by 
just 40 kilometers from the scene of the battles and 15 from the border. The 
danger of a direct confrontation between the EPS and the Marines had become an 
imminent possibility as a result of Reagan's fit of interventionism. 


The announcement of the attacks by the Contras with Washington's support was 
made by the president himself, Commander Daniel Ortega, at the Cesar Augusto 
Silva Convention Center in Managua, where we had driven in a BARRICADA jeep on 
Wednesday the 3rd with some fellow reporters. After a wait, the commander of 
the revolution approached and facing a tangle of microphones, stated: "We are 
in the midst of a truly grave situation that could lead to a direct 
confrontation with American troops, but Nicaragua is ready to defend itself 
and to fight in the event our country is invaded." 


"The fighting began on Monday and Tuesday," Ortega related. "The mercenaries 
used 105- and 106-millimeter artillery." On Wednesday, however, just before 
the president began his news conference, they started using 81l-millimeter 
mortars and 85—millimeter cannons, "which are surely the ones that the U.S. 
troops have moved in." 


I was tense as I left that first meeting with the president. At times I 
thought that a direct Yankee invasion could come at any time. A _ woman 
reporter confirmed my fears: "I think this is the most difficult moment," she 
said. A director of the health care centers in the first region (the Las 
Segovias area) who had recently arrived in Managua had told me that in recent 
days there had been an increase in criminal acts by the Contras around there. 
"Could this be the prelude to direct intervention by the Yankees?" I asked. 
"I don't know," he replied, "but there can be no doubt that we will fight. 
Everyone knows what a rifle is, what an M-16 is, what an AKA is. The Gringos 
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may take Managua, but that will not be the end of it. There will be 
resistance; they'll get bogged down; the borders will become blurred." 


No matter whom I spoke with, what emerged was a deep-seated patriotism, an 
anti-imperialism fueled by the hatred for all of the horrible crimes of the 
Contras. But what most caught my attention was that Managua, the labyrinthine 
city that still lies in ruins from the 1972 earthquake, seemed as tranquil as 
could be. Everything was normal, apparently. ine people were preparing for a 
clamorous celebration of the Immaculate Conception on Sunday, and Daniel 
O:tega himself was going to attend this religious ceremony that is dear to the 
heart of the Nicaraguan people. 


A visitor quickly perceives, however, that the sensation of “business as 
usual" is a sort of defense mechanism against a terrible burden of tension 
that has long been present. Since the years of the bloody Somozist 
crackdowns, the battles against the dictatorship and now the imperialist 
blockade and the criminal acts of the Contras. In proportion to population, 
the death toll in Nicaragua is already larger than the United States suffered 
during the entire Vietnam war. 


The anguish over the people who are dying every day defending the besieged 
homeland is compounded by shortages, declining production, profiteering, the 
black market, inflation, all of them often inevitable in wartime. Actually, 
there is a two-sided war going on here: the war being waged against outside 
aggression, and the econcmic war, which jolts the personal lives of all 
Nicaraguans. 


On Wednesday the 3rd I tried to meet with Commander Tomas Borge, the interior 
minister and one of the top leaders of the Sandinist Front. With my BARRICADA 
colleagues we drove to the ministry, went up to the fifth floor, where Borge's 
office is, and managed to "sneak in" by taking advantage of an interview that 
the minister had scheduled with a delegation of American pacifists. At the 
first opportunity I asked the commander for an interview. He agreed. He 
asked me only to wait a few minutes because he had to accompany the delegates 
back to their hotel. When he returned, we would talk. 


And so we did. With the telephone line to President Ortega a few meters away, 
he settled down next to me and was ready to converse. I turned on the tape 
recorder. My first question, logically, had to do with the fresh attacks on 
Nicaragua. He began by telling me: 


"We must not separate the current situation from the crisis in the Reagan 
administration. In essence, the crisis represents the unmasking of its 
deliberate lies, the deceit and the criminal plans that it has devised to 
liquidate the revolution in Nicaragua. We once pointed out that in addition 
to the essence of imperialism, Reagan's personal attitude towards Nicaragua 
was a factor. I think that ideology and politics are the basic factors. But 
in Reagan's particular case, for some unknown reason, perhaps something having 
to do with his childhood, I don't know, he has a_ peculiar hatred for 
Nicaragua. Although it is true that Reagan's attitude is not entirely 
individual, because it is in keeping with the whole machinery, I don't 
underrate his personal hatred for Nicaragua, although this entire crisis that 
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has befallen him as a result of his policies has further heightened his hatred 
for Nicaragua..." 


(The phone rings. Borge answers. It is President Daniel Ortega, who informs 
the interior minister of developments in the combat zones. Borge then returns 
to the interview.) 


[Question] Do you have anything new to tell me about developments in the 
combat zone? 


[Answer] Given the situation he is in, Reagan could come up with a ploy to 
create a Central American conflict. Pressuring the Hondurans and making them 
accomplices in this maneuver. So, the situation is risky, because as Daniel 
was just telling me, we have received messages from the Honduran foreign 
minister postponing until 22 December his current scheduled trip to Nicaragua 
and saying that Nicaraguan troops are on Nicaraguan soil but that they crossed 
over into Honduran territory. In other words, this is already a dangerous 
suggestion, because it could lead them to invoke a treaty they have with the 
United States under which it could intervene in the event of "aggression." 
So, this could be an attempt by Reagan to emerge from the crisis in which he 
finds himself or to get some breathing room. 


[Question] How would you describe the current situation in the area of the 
fighting? 


[Answer] I think that we are in a critical situation that could develop 
positively or negatively. We are at a sort of crossroads that could lead to 
negotiations, even with the United States, or to a worsening of the situation. 


[Question] Would negotiations with the United States be very positive? 
fAnswer] Of course. This is what we have been calling for. 
[Question] But what would happen otherwise? 


[Answer] Otherwise, we would have no alternative but to defend every inch of 
our land. This is an irreversible decision by the Nicaraguan people and by 
this country's revolutionary leadership. 


[Question] Could you amplify on this comment for me? Are the Nicaraguan 
people prepared to make any sacrifice? 


[Answer] The people of Nicaragua are armed. We have managed here to arm a 
large part of the people. The limits on military resources prevent us_ from 
arming the entire nation, but in any event the people of Nicaragua are almost 
all trained for war to defend the country. Hundreds of thousands of men are 
combat-ready. Others are assigned other kinds of tasks, in other words, 
establishing a rear guard that is everywhere. As the enemy well knows, I can 
say, we have also organized groups that would be involved in underground 
combat activities. In other words, with the advantage of being in power, we 
are in a position to train such a group in advance so that within the enemy's 
ranks, within the very ranks of the reactionaries there are people who are 


108 














really revolutionaries and who will wait for events to unfold and _ pass 
themselves off as "friends," as traitors, so that the enemy is extensively 
penetrated by the time he sets foot in our country. 


[Question] Could the com hen spread throughout Central America? 
[Answer] It's likely. That is an unfortunate and tragic possibility. 


[Question] Some say that the serious difficulties that Nicaragua is going 
through as aé_ result of the imperialist blockade are chipping awat at _ the 
people's capacity to resist... 


[Answer] Such a claim shows an ignorance of the laws of history. Whoever 
says that does not know of the infinite reserves that a people are capable of 
drawing on when it comes to defending their land and their revolution. 
History demonstrates the opposite. There are serious economic difficulties in 
our country, but they are manageable. There is no hunger here, shortages yes, 
but not hunger. There have been nations that have experienced infinitely 
greater difficulties and have come together to defend the homeland. And even 
if we Nicaraguans go hungry, even if we face greater difficulties than at 
present, we do not have the slightest doubt, we have a blind faith in our 
people's revolutionary capacity. 


[Question] We Argentines have also experienced imperialist aggression, in the 
Malvinas, and we remember the unconditional solidarity of our Nicaraguan 
brothers. What do you Nicaraguans now expect from the Argentine people amid 
the difficult situation you are going through? 


[Answer] In this regard, we lh e stated many times from the very beginning 
that we are unconditionally available to the Argentine people; they can simply 
tell us what we have to do. We attach no strings, nor do we predetermine 
anything. If the Argentine people tell us that we have to go and die there, 
well, we'll go and die there in defense of Argentina to recover the territory 
that the domineering British empire snatched from it. I must point out that 
during this conflict the U.S. Government made itself available in practice to 
Great Britain and that the famous Inter-American Reciprocal Assistance Treaty, 
which has been invoked several times to attack nations, was not invoked this 
time to defend Latin America from extracontinental aggression for the first 
time. Whoever does not choose to see this is blind. It is clear what 
interests American imperialism serves. Within our limitations, we are 
modestly at Argentina's service. 


[Question] Comrade Tomas, 25 years ago you were one of the founders of the 
FSLN [Sandinist National Liberation Front] and now you are the only survivor 
of that founding group. Today the FSLN is the great vanguard of the Sandinist 
revolution, and thousands of young people are defending their homeland and 
building a new society with a revolutionary fervor to which I am witness. A 
free Nicaragua is now being erected. How would you summarize this extremely 
fruitful quarter of a century of uninterrupted struggle? 


(The commander, his hand on his chin, takes a few minutes to think before 
answer ing ) 
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[Answer] Perhaps dreams are more beautiful than reality. If our dreams had 
come true, right now Carlos Fonseca would be talking to you about the founding 
of the Sandinist Front. Carlos’ death was the greatest disappointment that 
could have happened to us and perhaps to me in particular. These 25 years from 
the founding of the Sandinist Front to the victory have been dramatic and 
fascinating. Almost all of the comrades who began the struggle have fallen in 
combat. None died of cancer or hepatitis. They all died fighting the enemy, 
and the number one man, Carlos Fonseca, as you know, fell during an armed 
confrontation. Not only among the leading activists of the Sandinist Front 
but throughout these years, Nicaragua has seen blood shed and bones crushed. 
Thousands of comrades who were so prominent in the struggle against Somoza and 
in the revolutionary struggle have given their lives. Some have survived, and 
I think that the most credit should go to the comrades who although they were 
not around at the start (I happen to be one of the oldest and perhaps my 
survival is an accident), have shown their extraordinary worth throughout 
these years. Some are living heroes of the revolution, and others are 
talented young people who are capable and self-sacrificing. Today, they have 
come together in the National Directorate of the Sandinist Front, where some 
of us are older and others are very young but where talent, unselfishness, 
personal generosity and a spirit of hard work and sacrifice are combined. 
Most of the directorate consists of young people who, had they been born 
around the time that I was, would also have been founders of the Sandinist 
Front. 


[Question] Comrade, during my stay here I have had a chance to talk with 
teenagers, with young boys who have enthusiastically told me about their 
combat activities against the dictatorship and imperialist aggression. With 
such young people, and I am asking the question of the most seasoned veteran, 
how long will the Sandinist revolution last? 


[Answer] Now that national liberation has been achieved, this revolution, 
like every true revolution, is invincible and irreversible. Many things may 
happen here; we can offer additional sacrifices for the liberation of the 
peoples of Latin America, because we are defending not only the Nicaraguan 
agenda but the banner of hope that the Nicaraguan revolution represents to the 
peoples of Latin America. ‘So we have absolute confidence in our people and we 
know in advance that we are going to weather every storm and survive and 
develop as an outpost of national liberation on our continent. 


[Question] An enormous effort in manpower and materials has been put forth 
here to defend Sandino's homeland. What has having to allocate resources for 
this purpose meant specifically for the people? 


[Answer] We were talking a while ago about the possibility of peace. We 
would have preferred to devote this effort to production, culture and health 
care, All of the revolution's social programs have been undercut by the 
inordinate effort that we have made in defense of our country. More than half 
of the country's resources are earmarked for defense. We would rather that 
were not the case. Nevertheless, the fact that we have to use our brawn and 
our brains to defend Nicaragua also has its positive side because it hardens 
our people and will enable them to savor the fruits of their freedom and hard 
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work more keenly in the future. We are working concurrently on production, 
though it unquestionably is seriously undercut by the requirements of the war. 


[Question ] Doesn't the counterrevolution take advantage of situations in 
which shortages and black markets flourish? 


[Answer] Yes. The counterrevolution and the CIA are promoting hoarding and 
encouraging profiteering. They have sometimes tried to worsen the shortages. 
We know of cases in which they have bought large amounts of products and 
destroyed them to cause an artificial shortage. This is nothing new; it is a 
longstanding, sadistic tactic by our enemies, especially the American Central 
Intelligence Agency. In turn, people with links to imperialism are helping to 
reduce output through their passivity or their "active passivity," so to 
speak. They stop producing, destroy the means of production. In short, this 
is what is happening. 


[Question] As you know, every year Argentine Communist Youth sends its 
General San Martin Brigade to harvest coffee beans alongside Nicaraguans... 


[Answer] How could I not know that! 


[Question] What do you think of this show of solidarity by our revolutionary 
youth? 


[Answer] Well, I'm sure they harvest coffee just as enthusiastically as they 
would recover the Malvinas. [end of interview] 


It was nonstop on Thursday. No sooner had we arrived at the BARRICADA 
editorial offices than we were told that Daniel Ortega was going to speak at 
the graduation ceremony at the Interior Ministry for the 400 members of the 
teachers brigade who had taught literacy classes in the Rio San Juan 
highlands. We attended. It was a moving ceremony, fraught with Sandinist 
faith, with revolutions, with the awareness of a people capable of making any 
sacrifice. It was at this forum that the president announced that the 
fighting had just stopped, that the mercenaries had once again failed in their 
bid to pierce the wall of the Sandinist People's Army and that the Contras had 
retreated deep into Honduran territory. 


This does not mean, he cautioned, that the aggression will cease. "But the 
war is a reality that will have to end some day. What is permanent, what is 
growing vigorously, is the tree of the revolution. We are watering it with 
sweat, with blood, with awareness. And even if our enemies try to uproot it, 
it will keep on sprouting branches and bearing fruit. Because this 
revolution," he underscored, "has a strength much greater than war, much 
greater than Reagan. Our revolution is invincible and is going to move 
forward under its rallying cry: Free homeland or death." 
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NICARAGUA 


CELEBRATION OF NEW CONSTITUTION DESCRIBED 
Lima CARETAS in Spanish 12 Jan 87 pp 12-17, 71 
[Article by Enrique Zileri Gibson] 


[Text] Troops to the left, children to the right and a row of official 
guayaberas lined up outside the Managua airport building. 


The hubbub sounds just like here, but the dozen or so security agents resort 
to an uncommon amount of pushing and shoving to lead the contingent of 
Peruvian journalists towards some wooden enclosures. Some 30 local 
colleagues, most of them Gringos, are struggling in an adjacent pen. Only the 
official cameramen are exempt. 


We are far away, and some of us complain. "Go talk to her," they say, 
pointing to an attractive young woman who is walking back and (forth. 
Comrade, look..." but the comrade has a lot of do. We manage to make out a 
discreet label on her blouse that reads "Dior." 


Standing on a platform, Alan Garcia Perez and Daniel Ortega Saavedra listen to 
the national anthems and then make the obligatory rounds. 


Tropical palms and well-groomed gardens as you leave the airport, but’ then 
comes a more Third World-looking boulevard, urban blight, Jitter and 
underbrush. Nothing, of course, compared to the obtrusive garbage heaps that 
surround our own "Jorge Chavez" [airport], but they are indeed signs of a 
melancholic shabbiness and, at times, of genuine tropical poverty as reflected 
in the smiling faces of half-naked children. 


Is all of Managua awaiting the arrival of the solidarity-minded Peruvian 
president? The children are among the few who are smiling as the presidential 
motorcade passes by without arousing enthusiasm. Nothing like in Buenos Aires 
and Salta, for example. nd it is even headed in juvenile fashion by a jeep 
that Ortega himself is driving and that bears a passenger who makes the 
victory sign out the window. From the journalists’ bus we can detect only a 
certain degree of listlessness among pedestrians, people waiting for buses and 
groups here and there that peer out of factories. 
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"It's just that they are tired of visits by foreign dignitaries," says Monica 
Seoane, the Channel 9 newswoman who has already been in Nicaragua for 3 weeks. 
An American professor who is an expert on Sandinism and was invited to attend 
the ceremonies would later say that he had started detecting signs of "real 
weariness" among the population about 6 months ago. 


An obviously high-speed interurban electric train overtakes the motorcade on a 
parallel road. The jokes are not long in coming. It was obviously to show 
that here... 


We then pass by the offices of LA PRENSA, which has been shut down, and we 
turn serious. Its exterior bears the spray-paint aftermath of an attack by an 
organized mob. Litter in the front yard, a gate that seems sealed. It is a 
shocking sight. 


Two-hundred meters down the street is the flag-bedecked building housing EL 
NUEVO DIARIO, crudely exhibiting the advantages of being an official 
government newspaper. The realization that the owner of EL NUEVO DIARIO is 
Javier Chamorro, the brother of Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, the LA PRENSA editor 
whose murder on 10 January 1978 triggered the chain of events that put an end 
to the dynastic Somoza dictatorship, only prompts an uneasiness that begins to 
fuse with indignation. 


Nicaragua is a small country; its population is estimated at somewhat over 
three million (for not entirely comprehensible reasons, the Sandinist regime 
has refused to conduct a census in its 7 1/2 years in power, having called off 
such an undertaking in 1982. This was one of the irregularities that the 
opposition parties or what remained of them talked about in 1984 in arguing 
that the elections that year did not offer proper guarantees), and everyone 
knows everyone else. The Chamorro family stands out, however. Pedro 
Joaquin's widow, Violeta, still lives on Managua's Plaza del Carmen with a 
daughter who is a journalist. Pedro Joaquin Jr, however, had to go into exile 
2 years ago and now publishes an opposition fortnightly in San Jose, Costa 
Rica. 


The other two Chamorro offspring, meanwhile, have followed divergent paths. 
One runs BARRICADA, which is nothing less than the newspaper of the Sandinist 
Movement, and the other is her country's ambassador in Costa Rica. 

"Though it may seem incredible," says Augusto Dammert Leon, the former 
Peruvian ambassador in Managua, "they are still a very close family. When 
they get together, they do not discuss politics." 


It had been remarked on the plane that President Garcia initially wanted to 
stop at a church and pray for a few minutes. But there are no church towers 
to be seen on our route, just an Aeroflot advertisement offering trips to 
Rurope and a dusty and aggressive Diner's billboard. 


Amid the countless Sandinist pennants honoring heroes and martyrs there is a 
poster of the Independent Liberal Party, another that says "Christ Loves" and 
a third that reads "Fusillade." It is close to some shrubs, but no one 
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becomes alarmed. It is an insecticide. Moreover, the number of soldiers, 
policemen and militiamen along the route is truly sizable. 


We finally pass by a disconcerting string of vacant lots covered with dry 
grass and damaged or ruined buildings. This is the downtown area, which was 
destroyed in 1972 by earthquakes that killed some 10,000 people in a city 
whose population was under a half-million at the time. 


It was discovered at the time that a geological fault cut diagonally across 
the zone, and therefore, allegedly, a decision was made to leave open spaces 
there. 


Another explanation is surely to be found in the pockets of the now deceased 
Anastasio Somoza Debayle, "Tachito," who succeeded his brother Luis as_ the 
country's strongman when the latter died of a mysterious heart attack. 
According to experts on Nicaragua, Anastasio owned a great deal of property 
but did not possess a world-class fortune. It was the tens of millions of 
dollars in aid that arrived after the earthquake that put him in that class. 


The fact that "Tachito" was also the Mercedes Benz representative in his 
country turned out to be of purely incidental interest. When he was 
assassinated in Paraguay in 1980, a year after being deposed, he was riding 
down an Asuncion street in a Mercedes. [Even though the car was hit by a 
bazooka shell, the engine kept running. 


Somoza died a violent death, like his father, although Anastasio Somoza Garcia 
was killed by a poet's bullets in 1956. Perhaps more apropos of the homeland 
of Ruben Dario. 


The fact is that now Managua has no downtown area, and the Sandinist regime 
has not seen fit to undertake an urban renewal program there either. On _ the 
contrary, the shell of what used to be the National Palace or the Congress now 
lies in revolutionary ruin. Ccmmander "Zero," Eden Pastora, captured it in 
1978, taking hundreds of hostages (among them two of "Tacho's" nephews), and 
dubbed it the "pigsty." It is no longer so badly scarred but lies empty. 


The vehicles’ stop for a minute beside a murky lake. It sits right in the 
middle of the city, and like a topographical omen about politics, its edges 
form the contour of a volcanic crater. 


Nicaragua, the largest of the Central American countries, is riddled with 
lakes and volcanos and has a comfortably scant population. 


"There is enough land there for everybody," says Nicholas Asheshov, the 
British reporter who has written about the Nicaraguan economy more than once, 
"but the situation is bad now, very bad." 


Then, to the right, we see a good many wooden huts. "Those are people who 
have fled the violence along the Honduran border and come here to live," says 


Angela Fernandez, the host of the group. 
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The beautiful Mrs Fernandez is a journalist. She once published a magazine 
entitled YA VEREMOS and was the press attache in Washington. She represents 
another piece of evidence that the Sandinist Government's press division is 
infinitely larger and more sophisticated than any similar system in Peru. 
And it is understandable. Nicaragua is one of the world's focal points today. 
More than 300 foreign reporters live there as accredited correspondents, and 
the largest group consists of Americans. Victor Tirado is to Angela Fernandez 
as a subcompact is to a Maserati. 


We leave the slums behind and after stopping at a security checkpoint, we 
enter a particularly fine-looking neighborhood. This is the Los Robles 
district, the prestigious area where a good many of the commanders of the 
revolution live. Here also are the "protocol houses" and lodgings for 
visiting dignitaries. A sort of protected ghetto for the higher-ups. The 
land and buildings have been expropriated; such a system is in place in 
several socialist countries. 


The boys in the jeep get out along with former (?) Mayor Alfonso Barrantes, 
Foreign MInister Ailan Wagner, Senators Manuel Ulloa and Ramiro Priale and 
others. The rest of us mortals continue on to the famous. Intercontinental 
Hotel, which is still American-—owned. 


There are many stories about the pyramid-shaped Intercontinental. Somoza, 
whose "bunker" was conveniently located next to it, was said to have bugged 
all the phones. But on 15 and 16 July 1979, on the eve of Managua's fall and 
Tacho's resignation and escape, the hotel had been taken over by some 100 
newsmen. The entire staff had fled. Amid the machine-gun fire and the 
selective bombardments of Somoza's air force, the newsmen got out the entire 
supply of alcoholic beverages, emptied the storerooms of food and, operating 
the telephone exchange, made phone calls all over the world to file their 
dramatic stories. 


Those were the days when at the airport parking lot you could pick up a brand- 
new Camaro or Chevy from people leaving the country in a hurry and not even 
bothering to take the keys with them. 


Times have changed. Now you see strictly assigned Ladas and Nivas, and hotel 
stories often tell of luggage that has been carelessly searched. But in the 
bar they still serve ultradry rum on the rocks or with orange juice (or dark 
rum with Coca-Cola) and say that Nicaraguan rum is better than Cuban. 


On this 9 January the Intercontinental Hotel looks like an enthusiastic Tower 
of Babel, as groups of people from different countries run into each other at 
the reception desk. There are flocks of well-intentioned Swedes, somewhat 
shaggy-haired Americans, older women who look like nuns, people of varying 
shades of black and degrees of mixed blood. They all have a tag on their 
shirts or guayaberas that reads "invitado" [guest]. 


A tall, blond man was shouting into a telephone on the wall. He is Russian. 
It must be long-distance to Moscow. Nearer to us, a short fellow looked 
extraordinarily familiar. But before we have a chance to say hello, he tells 
us: "No, I'm not Barrantes. Everybody mistakes me for him. I'm Ecuadorean." 
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He knows of Frejolito from other similar events. There is a sort of leftwing 
jet set, and much of it is in Managua today. 


Lunch is served in the "Sancuancoche," a large garden restaurant with 
cobbiestone floors, climbing plants, small mounds of meat, fried bananas, rice 
and beans. Rumor beer, too. Sustenance for a_ political-military-civic- 
patriotic afternoon. 


The Nicaraguans are the affable Andalusians of Central America. A fat man 
jokes with a well-known Peruvian: "As Ruben Dario said, this is a land of 
poets and bastards." 


Nicaraguan women possess a dangerous Latin charm and may model themselves 
after Bianca Jagger or Maria Pallais Checa, the EXPRESO correspondent. 


So then, after coffee, outfitted with authorized vehicles, guides, passes and 
badges, everyone converges on Revolution Square. There, opposite the ruined 
shell of Managua Cathedral, another unrepaired victim of the earthquake, 
Somoza's surrender on 17 July 1979 was celebrated. 


In his speech Daniel Ortega indicated that from 1971 to the present 35,000 
Nicaraguans have died violent deaths. The fact of the matter is that most of 
them died in 1978 and 1979 in a bloodstained war next to which the Cuban 
revolution of the 1950's looks like a minor conflict. 


The dictator even went so far as to have the air force bomb his own cities in 
an attempt to halt the tide. But the killing did not stop there; it resumed 
when the "Contras" appeared. 


Marcel Pallais Checa, a friend of Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, had been charged 
with investigating the newsman's murder. He initially discovered that a son 
of Somoza, nicknamed “Chiguin" (boy), was involved in the murder along with 
four other individuals, one of them the Cuban thug Silvio Pena. Pallais, 
Maria's brother, was gunned down on 3 October 1979. 


On 17 November 1980, the vice president of the Council of Private Enterprise, 
Jorge Salazar Arguello, was killed in an ambush outside a service station in 
the Cerro Colorado district. Subsequent investigations suggested that members 
of one or two patrols from the security services and the Sandinist Interior 
Ministry did the shooting. The case has never been cleared up, but certain 
quarters of the regime have spoken of a "mistake," and there are those who 
point the finger at Tomas Borge himself. 


The 57-year old Borge, a short, squat gnome of a man, is also a poet ("My 
personal revenge will be the right of your children to attend school and smell 
flowers/My personal revenge will be to give you this flowering song without 
fear..."). But Borge is feared or, at least, respected as interior minister 
and strongman in the so-called National Directorate, the group that comprises 
the nine commanders and embodies all at once the concepts of party, armed 
forces, police and government. It is obviously very similar to the Soviet 
arrangement. 
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Furthermore, Borge controls the armed people's militias that comprise tens of 
thousands of people. 


In a 1982 speech the current vice president of the republic, Sergio Ramirez, 
exclaimed: "National Directorate, give your orders." There are indications 
that in spite of the subsequent elections and the National Legislative 
Assembly that arose out of them, the commanders may have taken him seriously. 


Ramirez is an intelligent writer. He used to publish a magazine, POLIEDRO, 
and during the Somoza days put out a book, "Tropeles y Tropelias" [Mobs and 
Outrages], criticizing the dynasty so violently that one would think that 
there was more latitude to criticize the government then than now. 


The unruffled Ramirez is the one who sets out to calm the waters after Daniel 
Ortega has said something particularly controversial. Dressed in sky blue, 
this evening he is seated on the dais to the right of the place of honor that 
is reserved for guest Alan Garcia. On the other end sit seven members of the 
National Directorate in an olive green row. 


One of them is Humberto Ortega, the defense minister. As such, he is the only 
general in the Sandinist People's Army. The relationship is similar not only 
to that of Fidel and Raul Castro; it even has the political, family and 
military overtones of the Somoza arrangement. Can nations really get over 
certain customs? 


Prominent among the commanders on the dais is the bearded Bayardo Arce, the 
political director of the National Directorate, who is regarded as a_ hard- 
liner among hard-liners. 


Taking a seat on the left is a heavyset, gray~haired gentleman wearing a very 
large cowboy hat. He is Rafael Cordoba Rivas, a former member of the first 
Junta of National Reconstruction; he rounds out the kaleidoscope of people on 
the dais. 


Finally, the presidents enter to the beat of marimbas. From the large inner 
semicircle made up of groups wearing guayaberas, men in uniform, Peruvians in 
suits, Dutch guests in sandals, Russians with translators, etc, comes 
strikingly sparse and mechanical applause. 


Until that point groups of youths had been forming human pyramids, some of 
militiamen, others entirely of civilians, that often collapsed amid the 
surrounding commotion. The orderly cadres that we had seen marching towards 
the square suggested a high degree of regimentation. Now everyone was paying 
attention. 


Commander Carlos Nunez, the youthful president of the National Assembly and 
the man principally responsible for putting together the constitution, is 
speaking. Like Ramirez, he is wearing a safari suit, not olive drab. The 
differences in dress, we are told, are politically important, telling who is 
where in the hierarchy of a regime that does not seem to have a real boss 
[caudillo]. 
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Nunez endlessly introduces each of the dignitaries both on and off the dais, 
and each name is met with lukewarm, mechanical applause. The Russian envoy is 
no exception, an astronaut who warrants a longer introduction since he is a 
"two-time hero of the Soviet Union." 


Delving into the topic of the day, Nunez notes that Nicaragua has had lI 
constitutions, 5 of them with 4 reforms during the 44 years that the Somozas 
ruled. 


The hallmark of the country's history, however, Nunez decries, has been the 
failure to comply with constitutional provisions when that was convenient and 
their use by rulers to perpetuate themselves in power. 


Warming to his task, Nunez recounts the long odyssey of several constitutional 
subcommittees that visited two dozen countries (including Peru, France, 
Hungary, the USSR, Sweden, etc) and studied conditions there. 


Now, he says, we are entering a new stage. This is a constitution, he 
asserts, that has arisen from a "pluralist debate," inasmuch as only 48 of its 
202 articles were passed unanimously (117 by 80 percent, 19 by 70 percent, and 
18 by 60 percent). Given that the Sandinists won almost 70 percent of the 
vote in 1984 among 7 lists (some parties had been banned, others had withdrawn 
or split), this is understandable. 


Even so, the voting in the assembly reflects a degree of dissent that would be 
unthinkable in a regime like Cuba's, for example. Furthermore, it is 
understandable that real opposition parties voted for many of the articles, 
Since much of the text is impeccable. 


The new Nicaraguan constitution enshrines individual liberties, freedom of 
religion, political pluralism, freedom of expression without censorship, 
periodic elections and grants the right to cast a secret ballot to all persons 
over the age of 16 (It is certainly the only country that grants the right 
this early). 


Furthermore, it speaks explicitly of a mixed economy, of municipal autonomy 
and of a system of protection vis-a-vis the courts. 


Alan Garcia was so enthusiastic about the text that on the plane he spent some 
20 minutes reading passages from it over the loudspeaker. 


There are some questionable points, however. The constitution combines the 
concepts of party, Armed Forces and government. And it does not ban 
reelection! Once again the specter of Somozism. 


On the edges of Revolution Square large billboards now inquire: "Why a 
Constitution?" and provide several answers. 


Nunez adds a less general and more worrisome question: 


"In the midst of a war, can we now adopt a constitution?" 
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And he answers promisingly: 


"We must show that we are capable of creating a legal system in the midst of 
aggression," the only remark in his speech that drew applause. 


It is now the Peruvian president's turn, and two things happen. The square 
suddenly comes to life, applause interrupts his words, and the thousands of 
guests unexpectedly rise to their feet. 


In turn, 400 newsmen, photographers and cameramen who have been’ grouped 
together on a side grandstand, cross the security cordons and converge on the 
new and surprising figure. One American woman photographer mumbles, pointing: 
"I don't understand why they haven't paid more attention to this in New York." 


Alan Garcia Perez is having one of his best days. He expresses his solidarity 
with feeling and his opposition to flagrant '’.S. intervention with vigor. The 
audience rises to its feet, shouting: "They will not pass!" 


He also eloquently sets forth his position on the countries in the Contadora 
Group, which is not Nicaragua's position, and on the United States, which 
is not either. 


More importantly, the president also underscores clearly, so clearly that he 
soon becomes visibly uncomfortable on the dais, his conviction that even 
during special emergencies a government can and must honor constitutional 
guarantees (or most of them). Pertinent comments: 


--"People of Nicaragua, you are today facing the great challenge of 
integrating sovereignty, justice and freedom in a single process.” 


--"In spite of the war and the crisis, the aim here is that the law, not a 
group of men, will decide this people's destiny." (Bayardo Arce, who has been 
joking with the person sitting next to him for much of Nunez's address, now 
listens with stiff attention.) 


--(Nicaragua should face up to its great difficulties) not with a chaperoned 
and silent people, but with the example of its constitution." 


His words are as plain as can be. The speech is interrupted a dozen times, 
though by its close a sort of uneasiness has taken hold because of the obvious 
pressure that his comments exert. 


A spontaneous ovation crowns his final remarks, however, in contrast to the 
tepid, mechanical applause that is again heard when an announcement is made 
that Comrade President Daniel Ortega is about to speak. 


The reason becomes clear just minutes later. Ortega must be one of the worst 
orators in Latin American political history. His aping of Fidel is flagrant, 
even in his initial slight hoarseness and allegedly "revolutionary" inability 
to pronounce even the simplest English words. 
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The problem is that Daniel is not Fidel, although he insists on improvising, 
and his slowness and lack of pacing are infuriating. So, when he uses the old 
method of repeating questions, there are pathetic silences and inaudible 
answers. 


But the content is the worst part, and the best exchange that he managed with 
the audience was deviously prearranged. When Ortega asked: "Can we think 
about lifting the state of emergency now?" the crowd roared: "No!" 


In addition, Ortega mentions with some irritation that "the president of Peru 
knows perfectly well" that no one likes to suspend constitutional guarantees, 
alluding to the states of partial emergency in several zones in our _ own 
country. 


But since last June in Nicaragua all journalistic dissent has also been 
outlawed, as LA PRENSA and Radio Catolica have been shut down, and union and 
other rights have been suspended. 


Furthermore, the latest report from Amnesty International (1986) relates 
shameful episodes: 


--Leaders of the CTN [Central Organization of Nicaraguan Workers], they say, 
were arrested by the DGSE [General Directorate of State Security] without 
prior arrest warrants. The adjunct secretary of the CIN, Jose Altamirano 
Solis, was arrested on 14 December (1985) and, according to reports, was kept 
incommunicado... 


Amnesty International also denounces the quick trials conducted by the Anti- 
Somozist People's Tribunals and the arrest of attorneys for defending certain 
clients. 


And so, on that sunlit late afternoon an embarrassing discovery emerges: this 
business of the constitution is a farce. At best it is a well-staged public 
relations campaign. 


The dangers to Nicaragua are very real. The unacceptable and abusive 
arrogance of the Reagan administration, the movements of the aircraft carrier 
"Towa" and other ships in the area, the start of maneuvers and, moreover, the 
statements by Elliot Abrams, the undersecretary for inter-American affairs, 
announcing invasions, officially verifying funds containing tens of millions 
of dollars and violating every principle of international law, all of this 
fuels the totalitarian argument and reinforces the Sandinist hard-liners. 


But to what extent can certain essential civil liberties adversely affect 
security in a truly popular regime? Censorship in military affairs is surely 
necessary. But why not ask the Israelis how they manage to live in a 
democracy surrounded by enemies? Or ask the British how they managed during 
the worst moments of World War II? 


Does the regime have some surprise in store? Has it kept even a gesture in 
reserve? 
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At Ortega's press conference, a 20-minute monologue followed by just three 
questions, Mario Guimareis from Channel 5 in Peru managed to ask an essential 
question: 


"Will LA PRENSA be allowed to open now that the constitution has_ been 
promulgated?" 


His stark reply: "No, because LA PRENSA has been financed by the CIA. They 
had paper, etc delivered to it." (The fact is that in the face of the 
government's onslaught, many people tried to get supplies to LA PRENSA. I 
myself was involved temporarily through the International Press Institute in 
shipping it some coils that Norwegian publishers had supplied.) 


After nightfall, with one foot already on the plane, Allan Wagner was talking 
with his counterpart, Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto, at a reception in what 
used to be a luxurious country club (it is just as luxurious today). Our 
minister was finally heard to say: "So the only thing you can do is frame it 
and hang it up on a wall for decoration." 


I chime in: "Mr Foreign Minister, do you realize what simple gesture would do 
Nicaragua a lot of good and lend the constitution credibility? Reopening LA 
PRENSA. I don't see how it can harm the country's security." 

D'Escoto turns around, puts a friendly hand on my shoulder and says: 

"You're probably right, but it would be very hard to explain to the people." 
And with that we leave for the airport. 

At the moment that the constitution was signed in Revolution Square, the 
loudspeakers mounted on towers had played a tender, beautiful song that goes: 
"Oh Nicaragua, little Nicaragua..." 


Now we can only repeat: poor Nicaragua, little Nicaragua. 
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PANAMA 


BRIEFS 


MILITARY COMMANDERS TAKE UP NEW POSTS--The announced rotation in some 
commands in the Defense Forces was carried out today when seven new chiefs 
took command of their posts. A military ceremony was held in David, where 
Major Luis Del Cid replaced Major Luis Cordoba, who took office today as 
head of the National Directorate of Land Traffic and Transportation. The 
new chief in Veraguas Province is Major Anibal Maylin; in Darien, it is 
Marxio Herazo; in San Miguelito, it is Major Armando Palacios Gondola; 

in Herrera, it is Major Jose Hilario Trujillo; and in La Chorrera, it is 
Major Luis Ruiz Valdez. [Summary] [Panama City Televisora Nacional 

in Spanish 0000 GMT 18 Feb 87] /9604 
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